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Eyewitness Testimony of Oleksandr Mykhailiuta, Journalist
(City of Zaporizhia)
[Originally published in Holod 33: Narodna knyha-memorial (Famine 33: National Memorial Book), comp. Lidiia Kovalenko and Volodymyr Maniak. Kyiv: Radianskyi pysmennyk, 1991, p. 174-75].

INTRODUCTION

We, journalists, are not studying the subject of “blank spots” in our past in order to tickle our readers’ nerves. Our nation needs to know the truth about its past in order to purify and renew itself, in order to develop. Otherwise, we will turn into mankurty, zombies, who are only good for blindly carrying out other people’s orders. In such conditions repressions, famine, and persecution of “heretics” becomes possible. In filling in the blanks of our memory and consciousness, we now want to create reliable guarantees from arbitrariness, official order, physical and moral terror by government officials who have been granted power, from the atmosphere of all-out secrecy under the cover of which horrible crimes were committed. The famine of 1933 was one of them.

My grandmother, Uliana Vasylivna Bila, the wife of a blacksmith, who lived and worked in a village throughout her eighty-five-year-long life, endured and survived three great famines: 1921, 1933, and 1947. Three times death’s scythe came close to her family, and three times she and her husband (my grandfather Avdii Davydovych, who was born near a smithy and was a blacksmith until his death after the war) pushed it away with their wiry hands. And the family survived. Today we, contemporaries, are alive because once, not so long ago if you reckon according to the age, our forefathers rescued us from oblivion. But how many were they unable to save! How many lives in Ukraine were cut short? For a long time, we were forbidden even to talk about this. Even today many volumes of archival documents, eyewitness testimonies about this terrible calamity, are lying behind seven seals, covered in dust, while the doorkeepers of such repositories, usually retired officials, await special instructions from above. But it has been proclaimed from the highest podium: the people must know the truth! […]

The famine in Ukraine was created suddenly and artificially. Left-Bank Ukraine, which includes the lands of today’s Zaporizhia oblast, especially suffered. Of course, we have irrevocably lost many eyewitness testimonies: no one ever collected, recorded, or published them. Who would dare do this, considering that Mykola Kulish’s play 97 (about the famine of 1921) was not staged for decades? Even hinting at the famine of 1933 was considered seditious. Since even the slightest mention of these most painful pages in the history of our republic was mercilessly expunged from all published works, the famine of 1933 was accorded the status of a particularly important state secret.

This was a concealment of one of the most horrific crimes of Stalinism against our people, and today we are duty-bound to restore the truth, to reveal everything that took place, if only out of respect to the memory of the hundreds and hundreds of thousands of our fellow countrymen who died in horrible agonies, deprived of the lawful right of every person on earth. […]
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