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Eyewitness Testimony of Panteleimon Kazymyrovych Vasylevsky

(b. 1922 in the village of Pakhutyntsi, Volochyske raion, Khmelnytsky oblast; World War II veteran; economist by profession; resident of the city of Drohobych)

[Originally published in Holod 33: Narodna knyha-memorial (Famine 33: National Memorial Book), comp. Lidiia Kovalenko and Volodymyr Maniak, Kyiv: Radianskyi pysmennyk, 1991, pp. 49-50].


Everything described here took place in the village of Masivtsi near Proskuriv, which today is part of Khmelnytsky oblast. My father (stepfather) was a Lithuanian by nationality, and a feldsher [physician’s assistant—Trans.], by profession. From the summer of 1932 until 2 May 1933 he was in charge of the collective farm first-aid station in the village.


In Masivtsi the first terrible signs of the famine appeared as early as October 1932. At first, one or two people died in the village every five days (p’iatydenka: the system of weeks did not exist then). Day by day, the mortality rate rose gradually. When the first victims were claimed by the famine, one day an official from the Proskuriv GPU [State Political Directorate—Trans.], and Humeniuk, the head of the village soviet, visited my father at work. The secret police official (Chekist) from the GPU took a signed statement from my father to the effect that he would not circulate any information to anyone or anywhere about the real cause behind the deaths of the collective farm workers. He also compelled my father to go everyday to the village soviet to write reports—sham diagnoses of the cause of death of people who had starved to death. At the village soviet my father was given the dead people’s surnames and all information about them; in the meantime, these unfortunate people were already lying in pits near the woods.


In his reports on the cause of death my father had to indicate various illnesses, except highly contagious ones. Two copies were made of these reports concerning all the dead during a single 24-hour period, with a fictitious cause of death listed opposite every surname. For some reason, it was forbidden to inscribe children under the age of one in those reports. My father, the physician’s assistant, and either the head or secretary of the village soviet signed the documents. Every five days the Chekist from the GPU would take the first copy to Proskuriv, while the second copy remained with the head of the village soviet. From March 1933, when the death rate continued to rise, such reports were no longer created, and the corpses were transported to any kind of pit.


At this time my father’s legs and feet began to swell up from starvation. Sometimes he would come home from the village soviet after the “report-writing business” and from memory copy the names of all the dead into a special notebook. My mother called this list a “memorial.” They hid this “memorial” until spring 1937, when we were far away from Ukraine, in Yaroslavl oblast [Russia]. Sadly, my father, who was afraid of the raging wave of terror called Yezhovshchina [1936-1938], burned that horrible list that recorded 196 victims of the famine in Maslivtsi spanning the period from October 1932 to March 1933. I also remember that when we were already in Russia, in 1934 my friend and fellow group member Todos Osadchuk wrote [a letter—Trans.] that out of our former third group (class), which had thirty-three pupils before the famine, only thirteen children remained alive. In a letter to my parents, my friend’s father, the secretary of the village soviet, Pylyp Semenovych Osadchuk, wrote that during the famine more than 300 people died in the village.

Translated from the Ukrainian by Marta D. Olynyk


