Eyewitness Testimony of Palazhka Leontiivna Kalapach

(b. 1896, retired collective farm worker, lives with her son in the village of Kirove)

[Originally published in Holod 33: Narodna knyha-memorial (Famine 33: National Memorial Book), comp. Lidiia Kovalenko and Volodymyr Maniak. Kyiv: Radianskyi pysmennyk, 1991, p. 173].
The government created this famine. We talked about this calamity in whispers. In the spring of 1933 I took my smallest daughter into my arms and headed for the Nykopil area in the Poltava region. Everywhere I went, together with similar unfortunates, the bodies of dead people were lying along the dusty roads and in the mud: the old and young, women and children. When we reached a village not far from Kryvyi Rih, I saw such things there that they horrify me to this day. (Cries). 

We asked to spend the night. A man and woman opened the door. We were astonished: there were dead people everywhere, but when we saw people who were alive, they looked as though they had just been taken down from the cross. But these two were ruddy-cheeked, fat-faced, and energetic. And when I looked around the house, glancing underneath the wide bench, I became numb with shock, because a human head without a torso was lying in a trough used for washing clothes. We ran out of that coffin house; I don’t even know where I got the strength. As for the people from our village, I clearly remember that the Pylypasy couple, Hapka and Pavlo, starved to death, leaving a number of orphaned children. That was the way it was. I wish to God I didn’t remember.
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