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Eyewitness Testimony of Ivan Ivanovych Bohuslav (Zaporizhia)

(As told to the journalist Oleksandr Marchenko)
[Originally published in Holod 33: Narodna knyha-memorial (Famine 33: National Memorial Book), comp. Lidiia Kovalenko and Volodymyr Maniak. Kyiv: Radianskyi pysmennyk, 1991, p. 177].
Ivan Ivanovych Bohuslav, who was a Komsomol member in the 1930s, was responsible for the state grain deliveries in Novomykolaivka raion. He told me a mind-boggling story: in the fall of 1933 a towering mound of many tons of corncobs was standing at Haichur Station (Prydniprovsky Railway). It was guarded closely, but this grain was not being shipped anywhere. Then the upper layer of the corncobs started sprouting and the lower ones were attacked by moisture. This party and labor veteran cannot name the specific perpetrators of this crime, nor does he know whether anyone was ever prosecuted for it. But after all, this is not the main thing, but the fact that every last item of food was being confiscated from the people so that later the grain would rot and the national wealth would be spoiled. Ivan Ivanovych himself had been urging people to join the collective farm, but after what he saw in Haichur, he became despondent. He could not fathom: how could this be?
Translated from the Ukrainian by Marta D. Olynyk
