
 
 
 

 

                                 23 April 2018 
 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 
 
The undersigned civil society organizations promoting the advancement of the Responsibility to Protect (RtoP, R2P) 
would like to sincerely thank you for meeting and engaging with civil society on 29 March 2018 to discuss issues 
surrounding the mandate of the Special Adviser on RtoP and for taking steps to ensure an inclusive selection process 
moving forward. Your open and frank comments and answers to our questions were informative and timely. 
 
We were very thankful for the opportunity to hear from you about your vision for the future of the mandate of the 
Special Adviser on RtoP and the allocation of resources to better support the position and the capacity of the Joint 
Office to continue its crucial work on these important issues. We were particularly encouraged to hear your decision 
to maintain the role of the Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect, as well as to expand and increase financial 
means for the position, if possible. 
 
We were further heartened to hear that you intend to institute a successor to take up the role of Special Adviser on 
RtoP as quickly as possible. As you know, with the end of Mr. Ivan Šimonović’s tenure on 1 April, there is currently no 
high level UN representative working exclusively on RtoP. During this time, there is a risk of decreased capacity 
within the UN to take leadership within the international community on RtoP issues, which could affect the 
organization’s ability to identify and address risks of atrocities around the world. In this vein, we fully support your 
decision to explore potential paths towards appropriating more financial support for the Special Adviser, but to 
ensure the appointment of a qualified colleague to fill that role in a timely manner nonetheless.  
 
Thanks to the support of the UN Office on the Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, including that 
of the Special Advisers, the United Nations has played a key role in the development and implementation of the 
norm, continually assisting Member States and the international community to uphold their commitments to protect 
populations from atrocities. For these reasons, we thank you for your continued commitment to RtoP and the 
maintenance of a mandate for the Special Adviser dedicated exclusively to the advancement and implementation of 
the norm in order to better protect populations from these heinous crimes.  
 
Once again, it was a pleasure meeting with you, and we look forward to another such meeting in the future. In the 
meantime, please be assured of our respectful partnership and readiness to be of support or assistance.  
 
Signatories:  
 

1. Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to 
Protect 

2. Auschwitz Institute for Peace and 
Reconciliation 

3. Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to 
Protect 

4. Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies 
5. Center for Media Studies and Peacebuilding 
6. Center for the Training and the Development 

of Ex-Combatants 
7. Global Centre for the Responsibility to 

Protect 
8. International Coalition for the Responsibility 

to Protect 

9. International Justice Project 
10. Jiyan Foundation for Human Rights 
11. Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human 

Rights Studies 
12. Stanley Foundation 
13. Syrian Network for Human Rights 
14. United Nations Association – Sweden 
15. United Nations Association – United Kingdom 
16. World Federalist Movement – Canada 
17. World Federalist Movement – Institute for 

Global Policy 


