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CURRICULUM VITAE

Leslie C. Orr


Professor
(514) 848-2424, ext 2065

Department of Religion
FAX:  (514) 848-4541

Concordia University
email: leslie.orr@concordia.ca

1455 blvd. de Maisonneuve, west

Montréal, Québec, Canada  H3G 1M8

Discipline: History of religions, South Asian religions, women and religion.

Research specialization:  Religious and social history of medieval Tamil Nadu; women in pre-colonial South Asia; devadasis; temple architecture, iconography and epigraphy; the interaction of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Islam; the history of South Indian sectarian movements (especially Saivism); colonial archaeology; temple-building, record-keeping, and history-making in Tamil Nadu.

Languages:  English, French, Tamil, Sanskrit.

Education
1993         Ph.D. McGill University, Faculty of Religious Studies.  Specialization in Hinduism and Buddhism, with cognate areas of comparative religion and Indian philosophy.  Dissertation on "Hindu Temple Women of the Chola Period in South India."  

1981-82    M.A. program, McGill University, Faculty of Religious Studies, specializing in Hinduism and Buddhism.  Promoted to Ph.D. program on basis of outstanding  record and research on "Women in Ancient South India."

1978-80    Special student, Faculty of Arts, McGill University.  Courses in anthropology, religious studies, history, and art history.

1970
     B.Sc. McGill University, specializing in psychology.

Employment
1991-
      full-time lecturer, assistant, associate professor, and professor, Department of Religion, Concordia University.  (Chair of Department 1999-2003)

1989-91     full-time lecturer, Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University.

1984-89     part-time lecturer, Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University.

1982-83     teaching assistant, Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University.

1974-82     book store manager, Montreal.

1973-74     instructor of T'ai Chi Ch'uan, Montreal.

1970-73     laboratory technologist in bacteriology (City of New York Department of Health) and in biochemistry (McGill University).

Grants awarded for research and teaching
American Academy of Religion Collaborative Research Grant with co-investigators Archana Venkatesan (UC-Davis), Anna Seastrand (University of Chicago), and Crispin Branfoot (SOAS, London) for research on “The Nava Tirupati Temples: A Study of Nine Viṣṇu Temples in Tamil Nadu” 2017
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Insight Development grant for research on “South Indian Inscriptions: Media, Messages, and Mobilizations” 2015-2017

Concordia University Faculty of Arts and Science award for 2017-2018 seminar series on “Gender and Labour”
Concordia University Aid to Research-Related Events award for 2015-2016 seminar series on “Gender, the Body and Religion.”
Concordia University Aid to Research-Related Events award for 2014-2015 seminar series on “Gender and Sanctity.”

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant for research on "Renovation, replication, recovery, and revival: building temples and building histories in South India": 2010-2013

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant for research on “De-Centering and Re-membering the South Indian Temple”: 2007-2010

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant for research on “Disruption, Destruction and Restoration: Memory and the Politics of Religion in Medieval South India”: 2004-2007

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant, co-investigator with Katherine Young for research on “Singing, Strumming, Drumming, Dancing: Performers as Symbols of Identity in the Social and Religious Histories of South India”: 2004-2007

Concordia University GRF grant for research on “Disruption, Destruction and Restoration: Memory and the Politics of Religion in Medieval South India”: 2003-2004

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant for research on “Temple and Society in Place: The Making of Environment, Sacred Space, and Community in Medieval Tamilnadu”: 2000-2003

Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute senior research fellowship for travel to India for research on “Religious Identities and Religious Communities: ‘Hindu,’ ‘Jain,’ ‘Buddhist,’ and ‘Muslim’ in Medieval Tamilnadu”: 2000 

Concordia University FRDP bridge grant for “Religious Identities and Religious Communities: ‘Hindu,’ ‘Jain,’ ‘Buddhist,’ and ‘Muslim’ in Medieval Tamilnadu”: 1999-2000

American Academy of Religion grant for “Religious Identities and Religious Communities: ‘Hindu,’ ‘Jain,’ ‘Buddhist,’ and ‘Muslim’ in Medieval Tamilnadu”: 1998-1999

Concordia University General Research Fund grant 1998-99

FCAR (Quebec government) "Nouveaux Chercheurs" grant for "Religious Authority and Leadership in Medieval Tamilnadu: Evidence from Epigraphical Sources": 1995-1998.

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grant for "Religious Authority and Leadership in Medieval Tamilnadu: Evidence from Epigraphical Sources": 1994-1997

Concordia University General Research Fund grant 1994-95

Concordia University Faculty Research Development Fund grant for research on "Religious Leadership in Medieval Tamilnadu": 1993-1996.

Concordia University Faculty Teaching Development Grant for Broadening the Use of Audiovisual Resources in the Teaching of Religion: 1995-96.

Publications
2019        “Biographies of South Indian Temple Inscriptions,” South Asian Studies 35/2: 193-205 
2018        “The Bhakti of the Banas” (pp. 347-386) in Clio and Her Descendants: Essays for Kesavan Veluthat, ed. Manu V. Devadevan, New Delhi: Primus Publications. 
2016
   “Chiefly Queens: Local Royal Women as Temple Patrons in the Late Chola Period” (pp. 385-421) in The Archaeology of Bhakti: Royal Bhakti, Local Bhakti, edited by Emmanuel Francis & Charlotte Schmid, Pondichéry: Institut Français de Pondichéry / Ecole française d'Extrême-Orient 

2016
    “Women and the Gift in Medieval South India” (pp. 173-193) in An Abundance of Riches: Women, Religion, and the Gift, ed. Morny Joy. Springer.  
2016         “Instability, Opportunity, and Innovation: Periodization, Epigraphy and Temple-Building in Medieval Tamil Nadu” (pp. 300-308) in Abhyudaya: Recent Researches in Epigraphy and Numismatics (Commemoration Volume in Honour of Dr. K.V. Ramesh), ed. T.S. Ravishankar and S. Swaminathan. Delhi: Bharatiya Kala Prakashan. 
2016         "Temple Women as Temple Patrons" ( = chapter 3 of my book, Donors, Devotees, and Daughters of God: Temple Women in Medieval Tamilnadu, NY: OUP, 2000) reprinted in Women and Work in Precolonial India: A Reader, ed. Vijaya Ramaswamy, New Delhi: Sage (pp. 352-391).
2014       “The Sacred Landscape of Tamil Saivism: Plotting Place in the Realm of Devotion,” in  Mapping the Chronology of Bhakti: Milestones, Stepping Stones, and Stumbling Stones - Proceedings of a workshop held in honour of Pandit R. Varada Desikan, edited by Valérie Gillet (pp. 189-219).  Pondichéry: Institut Français de Pondichéry / Ecole française d'Extrême-Orient.  
2014       “Non-Wives and Their Networks in Medieval Tamilnadu,” in Looking Within/ Looking Without: Exploring Households in the Subcontinent through Time, ed. Kumkum Roy (pp. 299-320). New Delhi: Primus Books.  
2014        “The Medieval Murukan: The Place of a God among his Tamil Worshippers,” in Hindu Ritual at the Margins:  Transformations, Innovations, Reconsiderations, ed. Linda Penkower and Tracy Pintchman (pp. 21-41). University of South Carolina Press.

2013       “Words for Worship: Tamil and Sanskrit in Medieval Temple Inscriptions,” in Bilingual Discourse and Cross-cultural Fertilisation: Sanskrit and Tamil in Mediaeval India, ed. Whitney Cox and Vincenzo Vergiani (pp. 325-357).  Pondicherry: Ecole française d'extreme-orient. 

2013         “Embodied Religion, Embodied Teaching: Team Teaching "Food and Religion" by Norma Baumel Joseph and Leslie C. Orr, American Academy of Religion Religious Studies News: Spotlight on Teaching (October 2013, on-line publication)

2012             “Renunciation and Celebration: Ascetics in the Temple Life of Medieval Tamil Nadu,” in Classical and Contemporary Issues in Indian Studies: Essays in Honour of Trichur S. Rukmani, ed. P. Pratap Kumar and Jonathan Duquette (pp. 306-325).  Delhi: D.K. Printworld

2011
       “Religious Endowments and Gift Giving” in Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism, vol. III, Leiden: Brill, pp. 151-155.   

2011
       “Vishnu’s Manifestations in the Tamil Country,” in Vishnu: Hinduism’s Blue-Skinned Savior, ed. Joan M. Cummins (pp. 34-44). Mapin Publishing. 

2010
       “Temple: Form and Function,” in Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism, vol. II, Leiden: Brill, pp. 495-510.

2009
       “Tamil and Sanskrit in the Medieval Epigraphical Context,” in Passages: Relationships between Tamil and Sanskrit, ed. Kannan M. and Jennifer Clare (pp. 97-114). Pondicherry: Institut français de Pondichéry.

2009 
       “Orientalists, Missionaries and Jains: The South Indian Story,” in The Madras School of Orientalism: Producing Knowledge in Colonial South India, ed. Thomas R. Trautmann (pp. 263-287). Delhi: Oxford University Press.  To be reprinted in Jain Singularity and Participation.  Roop Lal Jain Lectures, the Second Decade, ed. C. Emmrich, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, forthcoming.  

2007
        “Cholas, Pandyas, and 'Imperial Temple Culture' in Medieval Tamilnadu.” In The Temple in South Asia, ed. Adam Hardy (pp 109-130). London: British Academy.

2007            “People of the Festival,” co-authored with Richard H. Davis.  In Mélanges tantriques à la mémoire d'Hélène Brunner/ Tantric Studies in Memory of Hélène Brunner, ed. Dominic Goodall and André Padoux (pp. 73-97), Pondicherry: Ecole française d'extreme-orient/ Institut français de Pondichéry.  

2007 
         “Domesticity and Difference/ Women and Men: Religious Life in Medieval Tamilnadu.” In Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition, ed. Tracy Pintchman (pp. 109-129). New York: Oxford University Press.  Reprinted in Rethinking Early Medieval India, ed. Upinder Singh. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

2007 
       “Temple Women.” In the Encyclopedia of Women in World History, ed. Bonnie G. Smith. New York: Oxford University Press.

2006 
         “Preface” to Pondicherry Inscriptions/ Putucceri manilak kalvettukkal, compiled by Bahour S. Kuppusamy, ed. G. Vijayavenugopal (pp. i-xxvii) Pondicherry: Ecole française d'extreme-orient/ Institut français de Pondichéry. 

2005
        “Identity and Divinity: Boundary-Crossing Goddesses in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 73/1 (2005) 9-43

2004
        “Processions in the medieval South Indian temple: Sociology, sovereignty and soteriology.” In South Indian Horizons: Felicitation Volume for François Gros on the Occasion of his 70th Birthday, ed. Jean-Luc Chevillard and Eva Wilden (pp. 437-470) Pondichéry: Institut français de Pondichéry/ Ecole française d'Extrême-orient.

2004
        “Temple Life at Chidambaram in the Chola Period: An Epigraphical Study.” In Sri Puspanjali (Recent Researches in Prehistory, Protohistory, Art, Architecture, Numismatics, Iconography and Epigraphy): Dr. C.R. Srinivasan Commemoration Volume, ed. K.V. Ramesh, et. al. (pp. 227-241) Delhi: Bharatiya Kala Prakashan.
2004
        “Gods and Worshippers on South Indian Sacred Ground.”  In The World in the Year 1000, ed. James Heitzman and Wolfgang Schenkluhn (pp. 225-254). Lanham MD: University Press of America.

2001            "Women in the Temple, the Palace, and the Family: The Construction of Women's Identities in Pre-colonial Tamilnadu."  In Structure and Society in Early South India: Essays in Honour of Noboru Karashima, ed. Kenneth R. Hall (pp. 198-234).  New Delhi: Oxford University Press.  Published in Tamil translation as Tamilakak kalvettukalil penkal (trans. Vi. Nataraj) Koyamputtur: Vitiyal patippakam, 2003

2000            Donors, Devotees and Daughters of God: Temple Women in Medieval Tamilnadu. New York: Oxford University Press (University of Texas South Asia Research Series).

2000            “Women’s Wealth and Worship: Female Patronage of Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism in Medieval Tamilnadu.” In Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India, ed. Mandakranta Bose (pp. 124-147).  New York: Oxford Univ. Press.

2000            “Buddhist Perspectives on Peace, Justice, and Reconciliation.” In Ecumenism (June 2000)

1999            “Laity.” In The Encyclopedia of Women and World Religion, ed. Serinity Young. New York: Macmillan.

1999            "Jain Worship in Medieval Tamilnadu." In Approaches to Jaina Studies: Philosophy, Logic, Rituals and Symbols, ed. N.K. Wagle and Olle Qvarnstrom (pp. 250-274).  Toronto: Centre for South Asian Studies, University of Toronto.  Reprinted in Jinamanjari: International Research Journal in Jain Studies 31/1 (2005) 3-22.

1998            "Jain and Hindu `Religious Women' in Early Medieval Tamilnadu." In Open Boundaries: Jain Communities and Cultures in Indian History, ed. John E. Cort (pp. 187-212).  State University of New York Press. 

1995            "The Vaisnava Community at Śrirangam: The Testimony of the Early Medieval Inscriptions." The Journal of Vaisnava Studies 3/3: 109-136. 

1994            "The Concept of Time in Śankara's Brahma-sutra-bhasya."  In Hermeneutical Paths to the Sacred Worlds of India, ed. Katherine K. Young. Atlanta: Scholar's Press. 

1993            "Women of Medieval South India in Hindu Temple Ritual: Text and Practice." Annual Review of Women in World Religions 3: 107-141. 

Forthcoming publications (accepted by editor/publisher)
co-editorship with Andrea Luithle-Hardenberg (first editor) and John Cort of Co-operation, Contribution and Contestation: The Jaina community, British Rule and Occidental Scholarship from the 18th to early 20th century, "Studies in Asian Art and Culture” series, EB Verlag, Berlin, in press (2019). 
“European imaginings of Jainism in colonial Madras: Tales from the Coromandel Coast,” in Co-operation, Contribution and Contestation: The Jaina community, British Rule and Occidental Scholarship from the 18th to early 20th century, ed. Andrea Luithle-Hardenberg, John Cort, and L. C. Orr, "Studies in Asian Art and Culture" series, EB Verlag, Berlin, in press (2019).  
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Slavery and Dependency in Southern India” for the Cambridge World History of Slavery, vol.2 (500-1420 CE), ed. Craig Perry, et. al. Cambridge University Press, in press (2019). 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Mathas in the history of southernmost India: Temple, guru, god and patron in the 14th to 17th centuries,” in Beyond the Monastery: The Entangled Institutional History of the South Asian Matha, ed. Sarah Pierce Taylor & Caleb Simmons, Oxford University Press.
 “Naming rituals and sharing power in the time and space of the Tamil temple” in South Asian Rituals in Archaeological Context: Power, Presence, Space, ed. Henry Albery & Jens-Uwe Hartmann (Routledge).
“Plainly powerful: Late medieval epigraphical voices in the temples of southernmost Tamilnadu,” in Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Primary Sources from the Premodern World, ed. P. Bisschop & E. Cecil (De Guyter Asia Beyond Boundaries Series). 
Papers presented at conferences and symposia SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
2019
    “Temple patronage in the Madurai region, 15th-17th centuries: Epigraphical glimpses and lapses,” South Indian Temple Hall Scholar’s Day, Philadelphia Museum of Art.
2018       “Making and Marking Place in the Temples of Medieval Tamilnadu,” Annual South Asia conference, Madison.
2018        “Plainly powerful: Late medieval epigraphical voices in the temples of southernmost Tamilnadu.” Keynote presentation for the “Religion, Politics and Wonder-working” panel at the international conference on Asia Beyond Boundaries: Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Primary Sources from the Premodern World, Leiden University, August 27-31, 2018.

2018        “Naming rituals and sharing power in the time and space of the Tamil temple” at the conference on Rituals for Power; Rituals for Prosperity, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich. 

2018        “The voice of god: Divine orders in the temple inscriptions of southern Tamilnadu” presentation in South Asia Colloquium series, University of Pennsylvania.    

2017        “When the ruler is ‘our son’ (nam kumāraṉ),” presentation at Journée d’étude “The power of titles, titles of power,” EFEO, Maison de l’Asie, Paris.
2017        “Participation, patronage and place: Epigraphical explorations at Srivaikuntham,” at Regional Bhakti Scholars Network (RBSN) pre-conference, Contribution to Modes of Bhakti: Approaching Bhakti through Cross-disciplinary Conversation, Annual South Asia conference, Madison.

2017
   “Viṣṇu of the deep South: Temples, patrons, and divine presence in southernmost Tamilnadu,” NETamil Workshop on Vaiṣṇava Regional and Vernacular Voices, EFEO Pondicherry
2016
   “Biographies of South Indian Temple Inscriptions,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Antonio
2016
     “Politics and temple patronage in southernmost Tamilnadu, 15th to 17th centuries,” Nayaka Studies workshop, University of Chicago.
2016
      “The temple as body and bodies in temples: Architecture and ritual in medieval South India,” keynote lecture for Annual Graduate Interdisciplinary Conference, Montreal.
2015         “The Bhakti of Bānas” and concluding key-note address as guest-participant at the workshop, The Archaeology of Bhakti III: Minor Dynasties, Ecole française d'Extrême-Orient, Pondicherry

2015         “South Indian Inscriptions in Art/ as Art,” presentation at the symposium of the American Council of South and Southeast Asian Art, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12015 
     “Making Place in a Small Space: The Sacred Worlds of the Tenkasi Pandyas” Association for Asian Studies annual meeting, Chicago.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12015         “Mathas in the history of southernmost India: Temple, guru, god and patron in the 14th to 17th centuries,” presentations at the workshop/ symposium on “The Matha: Entangled Histories of a Religio-Political Institution in South India,”  University of Arizona.
2014
       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“14th-18th-century stone and copper-plate inscriptions of the Tenkasi and Srivillipputtur regions: A survey and analysis of their form and content” and “The early epigraphical Visnu: Preliminary findings” – presentations at the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NETamil workshop, University of Hamburg.

2014
       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Making space for Jain worship and rethinking Hindu temples in medieval Tamilnadu.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego.
2014          "Mythologizing, Archaizing, and Localizing: Royal Glory and the Tenkasi Pandyas." Lecture in the series/ atelier thématique on "Régionalisme & Cosmopolitisme: L'Inde du Sud." Centre d'étude de l'Inde et de l'Asie du Sud, EHESS-CNRS, Paris, France. 
2013
      “Transposing Royal Glory: Texts, Temples, and the Tenkasi Pandyas.” Paper presented at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin.

2013
        “Chiefly Queens: Local Royal Women as Temple Patrons in the Late Chola Period.” Paper presented at the international conference on The Archaeology of Bhakti: Royal Bhakti, Local Bhakti, at the Ecole française d'extreme-orient, Pondicherry.  



2013
        “Temple Festivals (Mahotsava) in the Early Medieval Period,” workshop presentation together with Richard H. Davis at the international conference on The Archaeology of Bhakti: Royal Bhakti, Local Bhakti, at the Ecole française d'extreme-orient, Pondicherry.  
2012          "Tales of a Strange Chola Prince: Conquest in the Historical Imagination of Colonial South India."  Paper presented at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin.

2012          "Presenting, Remembering, and Recreating the Chola King as Temple Patron."  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago. 

2012         “Historiography of archaeology/ Archaeology of historiography: Reading and writing the temple inscriptions of Tamilnadu,” series of four lectures offered as Directeur d'études invité, Section des Sciences religieuses, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris, May:

   I. "Imagining inscriptions: Epigraphy and the construction of Indian history"  

   II.  "Ordering, recording, transmitting: Documentation and history in medieval Tamilnadu" 

   III. "Building temples and building histories: Raising, razing, and re-using stone walls"  

   IV. "Constructing histories:  Dynastic representations in royal eulogies" - keynote presentation for the conference/ journée d'étude “Défilé royal: éloge royal épigraphique, sculptures, autobiographie, reines et rois du pays tamoule au Penjab et au Cambodge”

2011
     "Visnu's places and Visnu's inscriptions in Tamilnadu" – two presentations at the workshop on The Archaeology of Bhakti, at the Ecole française d'extreme-orient, Pondicherry.  At the conference associated with this workshop presented: “The Medieval Murukan: The Place of a God among his Tamil Worshippers” 
2011
      “Visnu in the Tamil Country: Maps and Murtis” – presentation at the journée d'étude sur le thème du "Vishnouisme dans tous ses états," Ecole française d'Extrême-orient, Paris.

2011
       “Non-Wives and Their Networks in Medieval Tamilnadu,” invited paper for conference on “Looking Within/ Looking Without: Pre-colonial Households,” Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  Also presented as a paper in the Feminist Research Speakers Series, University of Alberta, Feb 2010.

2011
      “Ordering, Recording, Transmitting: Documentation and History in Medieval Tamil Inscriptions,” invited paper presented at the University of California seventh Tamil conference, Berkeley.

2010
      “Orientalists, Missionaries and Jains: The South Indian Story.” Invited paper presented at the International Workshop on “The Jaina and the British: Collaboration and Conflict, Concealment and Contribution, during the 19th and early 20th century,” Tuebingen University. 

2009 
        “The Sacred Landscape of Tamil Saivism.” Paper presented at the International Conference/ Workshop on the Internal and External Chronology of Tamil Bhakti, École Française d’Extrême-orient, Pondicherry.  Also directed readings on Saiva bhakti poetry as workshop participant.  

2009 
       “Being a Pandya: Dynastic Mythos and Royal Self-Representation.” Invited paper presented at the University of California fifth Tamil conference, Berkeley
2009 
        “Words for Worship: Tamil and Sanskrit in Medieval Temple Inscriptions.” Invited paper presented at International Workshop on Bilingual Discourse and Cross-cultural Fertilisation: Sanskrit and Tamil in Mediaeval India, Cambridge University
2009
        “Telling Nalanda’s story: Buddhists, Bakhtiyar, and the British in Bihar.” Paper presented at the conference on Buddhism and Islam: Encounters, Histories, Dialogue and Representation, McGill University. 

2008
        “What is a temple and who does it belong to?  Answers from colonial Madras.” Paper presented at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin.

2008
         “Re-imagining, re-shaping and re-signifying the temple in medieval Tamilnadu.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Asian Studies, Atlanta

2008
         “Tamil temple traditions: transmission, reclamation, and transformation.” Invited paper presented at the University of California fourth Tamil conference, Berkeley.  
2008
          “Image, Emblem, Actor: Women and the Gift in Medieval South India.” Paper presented at the third Tamil Studies Conference, University of Toronto 
2008
          “Imagining Inscriptions: Epigraphy and the Construction of Indian History.” Paper presented at the South Asia Seminar, University of Chicago.  
2007              “Abandoning Certainty: The Histories and Meanings of the Devadasi ‘Institution’.”  Paper presented at Devadasi Dance: An Interdisciplinary Symposium, Toronto.  

2007
           “Orientalists, Missionaries and Jains: The South Indian Story.” Invited paper presented at the Madras School of Orientalism conference, University of Michigan.  This paper also presented as the Shri Roop Lal Jain Lecture for 2007-2008, Centre for Asian Studies, University of Toronto (March 14, 2008) and the Chandra Mohan Jain Memorial Lecture, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario (March 15, 2008).
2007
          “Singing Saintly Songs: Tamil Hymns in the Medieval South Indian Temple.” Paper presented at the Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, Boston.  

2007
          “Iconography, Epigraphy and Identity: South Indian Images in and out of Context.” Invited paper presented at the symposium on “South Asian Sculpture at the Ackland Art Museum,” University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  

2006
         “The Sacred Landscape of Tamil Saivism: Constructing Connections and Plotting Place.” Paper presented at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin
2006
        “The Cholas Lost and Recovered: Imagining Medieval Tamilnadu without (and again with) the Cholas.” Invited paper presented at the Second Annual Tamil Conference, University of California, Berkeley.  
2006           “The Medieval Murukan: Meanings and Manifestations in the Chola Period.” Invited paper presented at a symposium honouring Dr. Fred W. Clothey -- “Ritualizing In, On and Across the Boundaries of the Indian Subcontinent,” University of Pittsburgh.  Also presented at the second Tamil Studies Conference, University of Toronto, 2007. 

2006
        “Marching to a Different Beat: The Changing Fortunes of the Drummer in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Invited paper presented at the Tamil Studies Conference, University of Toronto
2006 
         “Sati and Self-Sacrifice/ Dependence and Domesticity: Questioning ‘Tradition’.”  Paper presented at the International Congress on Religion After 9/11, Montreal.  
2005
        “Poets, Philosophers and Saints: Canon and Icon in Medieval Tamil Saivism.” Paper presented at the Annual South Asia Conference, Madison, WI.
2005
       “Cholas, Pandyas, and ‛Imperial Temple Culture' in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Paper presented at the conference of the European Association of South Asian Archaeology and Art History, London.

2005
       “Renunciation and Celebration: Ascetics in the Temple Life of Medieval Tamil Nadu.”  Invited paper presented at the University of California Tamil conference, Berkeley.
2005 
       “Praising, Performing, Recounting: The Evolution of Tamil Devotional Literature as Canon and Liturgy.” Paper co-authored with Katherine Young presented at the Eastern International regional conference of the American Academy of Religion, Montreal.
2004
        “Priests and Kings/ Temples and Teachers: The Making of Saiva and Vaisnava Identities in the Chola Period..” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, San Diego. 

2004
        “Territory and Tradition: Politics and Place in the Medieval Tamil Country.”  Invited paper presented at the Second International Symposium on Region and Regional Consciousness in India, University of Arizona, Phoenix.

2004
        “Displacements and Disappearances: Bronzes, Burials, and Bad Times in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Paper presented at the bi-annual Symposium of the American Committee for Southern Asian Art, Salem, MA

2003
         “Patronage and Procession: The Bronzes in Their Medieval Context,” paper presented at the Symposium at the Smithsonian Institution, The Sensuous and the Sacred: Chola Bronzes from South India, Washington, D.C.
2002
         “Domesticity and Difference/ Women and Men: Religious Life in Medieval Tamilnadu,” paper presented at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, WI.
2002            “Processions in the medieval South Indian temple: sociology, sovereignty and soteriology.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington, D.C.

2001            “Imaging South Asian Women and Exorcising Some Ghosts” in “South Asia Beyond the Stereotypes” Lecture Series, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

2000            “Identity and Divinity: Boundary-Crossing Goddesses in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Nashville

2000            “Mapping Movement through Social and Sacred Space in Medieval Tamilnadu.” Paper presented at the the 36th International Congress of Asian and North African Studies, Montreal

1999            “Women and the Gift in Medieval South India.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Boston

1999            “The Conversion Controversy and the Hindu-Christian Encounter in India Today.” Panelist at Annual Meeting of the Society for Hindu-Christian Studies, Boston 

1999            “Mapping the Brahmanical Mandate: The Shifting Worlds of Brahman Activity and Authority in Medieval South India.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Asian Studies, Boston

1999            “Garlands, Lamps, and Drums: Temple Worship and Medieval South Indian Society.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Asian Studies Society, South Asia Council, Montreal

1998            “Tracing Women’s Lives in Medieval Tamil Inscriptions.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Orlando

1998            “The Female Form and Goddess Images: From Sanchi to Cyberspace.” Paper presented at ISOSA (Independent Scholars of South Asia) roundtable, Madison WI

1997            “The Lives of Women in Medieval Tamilnadu.”  Paper presented at the Second International South Asian Women’s Conference, Los Angeles

1997            “Women’s Wealth and Worship: Female Patronage of Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism in Medieval Tamilnadu.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion at the Conference of Learned Societies, St. John’s, Nfld.

1996            “Methodology and Hindu Goddesss Worship: Linking Feminist Theory and Indology.” Panel participant at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, New Orleans

1996            "Women in the Temple, the Palace, and the Family: The Construction of Women's Identities in Pre-colonial Tamilnadu."  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Asian Studies, Honolulu  

1995            "Devotion, Definition, and Difference: The Structuring of Sectarian Community in Medieval Chidambaram and Srirangam."  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Philadelphia.

1995            "History as a Resource for the Construction of Images of Women in Contemporary South Asia."  Invited paper for the International Conference on Democratic Rights of Women in Pakistan, Montreal.

1995             "Jain Worship in Medieval Tamilnadu." Invited paper for the International Conference on Approaches to Jain Studies, University of Toronto. 

1995            "Retrospective Realities: Community and Leadership in a Medieval Hindu Temple." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, at the Conference of Learned Societies, Montreal.

1995            "Pedagogy, Praxis and Process: On Teaching Gender and Religion." Panel participant at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, at the Conference of Learned Societies, Montreal.

1995            "Shifting Feminine Ground: The 'Meaning' of the Devadasi from Medieval to Modern Times." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Asian Studies Association, South Asia Council, at the Conference of Learned Societies, Montreal.

1994            "Wife, Patron, or Devotee: Diversity and Change in Women's Identities in Medieval Tamilnadu." Paper presented at the 23rd Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin.

1994            "Food, Food Transactions and the Definition of Religious Community in Medieval Tamilnadu." Paper presented at the Conference on Religion in South India, Walker Valley,  New York.

1994            "Marginalization and Professionalization: The Evolution of Women's Ritual Roles in the Medieval South Indian Temple." Paper, co-authored with Katherine K. Young,  presented at the Eastern International Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Montreal.

1993            "Theory, Practice, or None of the Above: Women's Roles in Medieval South Indian Temple Ritual."  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Washington, D.C. 

1993            "Jain and Hindu `Religious Women' in Early Medieval Tamilnadu." Paper presented at the Conference on Religion in South India, Austin, Texas.  

1992            "Women's Patronage and Power: Chola Royal Women and the Politics of Religious Endowments." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington, D.C.

1990            "The Said and the Unsaid: Problems of Reconstructing the Lives of Medieval South Indian Temple Women."  Paper presented at the 8th Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Rutgers University.

1989            "Imitation Royalty or Upward Mobility?: Temple Women and Palace Women as Donors." Paper presented at the 18th Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin.

1988            "The Symbol of the Bard (Panan) in Tamil Hagiographies."  Co-authored with Katherine K. Young and presented at the Conference on Religion in South India, Research Triangle, North Carolina.

1986            "Just Who is Serving the God, and Singing and Dancing, in the Bhakti Hymns of the Alvars and Nayanmars?"  Co-authored with Katherine K. Young and presented at the Conference on Religion in South India, Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

1985            "Syncretism and displacement: A Study of the Figure of the Panan in Tamil Poetry."  Co-authored with Katherine K. Young and presented to the Conference on Hindu Syncretism, Carleton University.

1983             "The Concept of Time in Śankara's Brahma-sutra-bhasya."  Paper presented to the Canadian Society for Sanskrit and Related Studies at the Conference of Learned Societies.
Book reviews, seminar presentations, and other scholarly contributions
2019       review of Vasudha Dalmia’s Hindu pasts: Women, Religion, Histories
for H-Asia

2019       “When a founder leaves no legacy: Authority and diversity within the Jain tradition,” Interfaith Conference on the 550th Anniversary of Guru Nanak, McGill University.
2017          presentation on devadasis and colonialism at Concordia University Beyond Disciplines event: “Let’s Talk about Sex”
2016
     review of Emmanuel Francis’ Le discours royal dans l’Inde du Sud ancienne: Inscriptions et monuments pallava (IVème-IXème siècles), Tome 1, in Indo-Iranian Journal 59: 298-308.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12015          Participant in roundtable discussion of Indrani Chatterjee’s Forgotten Friends: Monks, Marriages, and Memories of Northeast India, Annual South Asia Conference, Madison, Wisconsin.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12015          Chair and discussant for the panel “L’expression Artistique Comme Espace de Contestation,” congress of the association for Women's and Gender Studies et Recherches Féministes, Ottawa. 

2014
      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chair and discussant for panel “The Matha: Entangled Histories of a Religio-Political Institution in South India,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego.
2013       “Representing Visnu in the Nalayira Tivyappirapantam/ Visnu du pays tamoul d’après les données épigraphiques,” séminaire Ecole française d'Extrême-orient, Paris, April 2013.

2012        "The Pandyas and Pandyanadu," séminaire Ecole française d'Extrême-orient, Paris, May 2012.

2012         Conférence - atelier  "Historiography and Memory -- Reading and Writing the Temple Inscriptions of Medieval Tamilnadu,"  Maison méditerranéenne des sciences de l’homme, Université d'Aix-Marseille, May 2012.

2011
      “Women in Medieval Indian History: The Problem of Finding Them” – (1600-word) review of Devika Rangachari’s  Invisible Women, Visible Histories: Gender, Society and Polity in North India (Seventh to Twelfth Century AD), in H-Asia, H-Net Reviews. URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=32023

2011
        Discussant for panel on “The Many Modern Lives of the Hindu Temple,” American Historical Association, Boston.

2010
       “Hindu Temples: Antiquity, Aesthetics and Conflict.”  Paper presented at the University of Alberta.  Also presented as invited keynote address at the 15th Annual Graduate Student Interdisciplinary Conference, Concordia University, Feb 2010. 

2010
       “Historiography and Memory – Colonial and Pre-colonial India” seminar presentation, University of Alberta.

2010
        “Building Temples and Building Histories in South India.” Paper presented at Concordia University Religion Department Colloquium.

2010
         review of Michael Willis’ The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods, in South Asian Studies 26/2 (2010) 229-233.

2009 
         participant in roundtable on "The State of Jain Studies and Prospects for the Future," American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting.

2008
         co-director and invited participant in workshop at the Ecole française d'extreme-orient, Paris, December 9, 2008, “Éloges chola, sanskrits et tamouls: lectures d’éloges à la gloire du monarque chola Rajendra I (XIe siècle)”
2007 
         invited participant in workshop at the Ecole francaise d’extreme-orient, Pondicherry, August 6-17, 2007, “Engraving the King’s Fame: Sanskrit prasastis and Tamil Meykkirttis”  


2006
        participant in panel on Converting Women by Eliza Kent, the recipient of the Hindu-Christian Studies Book Award,  Annual Meeting of the Society for Hindu-Christian Studies, Washington, D.C. 
2005 
        review of Jewels of Authority: Women and Textual Tradition in Hindu India, ed. Laurie L. Patton, in Journal of the American Oriental Society 125/2 (2005).

2005
        review of Converting Women by Eliza Kent, in Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies 18 (2005) 64-66.

2004
        review of Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain by Peter van der Veer, in Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies 17 (2004) 75-76.

2003
        review of Landscapes of Urban Memory: The Sacred and the Civic in India’s High-Tech City by Smriti Srinivas, in Journal of Contemporary Religion 18/1 (2003) 111-114.

2002            review of The Embodiment of Bhakti by Karen Pechilis Prentiss, in Journal of Religion 82/1 (2002) 156-57.

2001            review of Carnival and Culture: Sex, Symbol, and Status in Spain by David D. Gilmore, in Journal of Religion and Culture 14 (2000/2001) 187-89. 

2001            review of Organizational and Institutional Aspects of Indian Religious Movements, ed. Joseph T. O’Connell, in Studies in Religion/ Sciences religieuses 30/1 (2001) 118-119

1999            “Recent Studies of Hindu Goddesses,” review essay in Religious Studies Review 25 (1999) 239-246.

1999            review of The Early Cholas: History, Art, and Culture by S. Swaminathan, in  Journal of the Epigraphical Society of India 25 (1999) 155-56

1998            review of Au confluent de deux rivières: Musulmans et hindous dans le Sud de l’Inde by Jackie Assayag, in Journal of Asian Studies 57 (1998) 891-93.

1997           review of The Home of Dancing Sivan: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in Citamparam by Paul Younger, in Journal of the American Oriental Society 117 (1997) 574-75.

1995            review of When God is a Customer: Telugu Courtesan Songs by Ksetrayya and Others, ed. & trans. by A.K. Ramanujan, V. Narayana Rao, & D. Shulman, in Journal of Asian Studies 54 (1995) 247-48.

1994            review of Genii of the River Niger by Jean-Marie Gibbal, in Journal of Developing Societies 11 (1994) 284-85.

1994            contributor to Women and Religion in India: An Annotated Bibliography of Sources in English 1975-92 by Nancy Auer Falk.  Kalamazoo: Western Michigan University.

1993-94    contributor to the Women and Religion Bibliography compiled by the Concordia University Department of Religion; contributor to the update of the bibliography in 2001. 

1993            review of  Many Ramayanas: The Diversity of a Narrative Tradition in South Asia, ed. P. Richman, in Literary Research/ Recherche littéraire 20 (1993) 15-16.

1993            review of Women Writing in India. Volume I: 600 B.C. to the Early Twentieth Century, ed. S. Tharu & K. Lalita, in South Asia in Review 16 (1992) 55-56.

Research associate with  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NETamil 

“Going From Hand to Hand: Networks of Intellectual Exchange in the Tamil Learned Traditions,” team project funded by a European Research Council advanced grant; P.I. Eva Wilden of the University of Hamburg       

http://www.manuscript-cultures.uni-hamburg.de/netamil/images/network.png
Professional societies:


Canadian Society for the Study of Religion 


Canadian Asian Studies Association 


American Academy of Religion (co-chair Religion in South Asia section, 2001-2004)


Association for Asian Studies (member of South Asia Council, 2002-2005)


Society for Hindu-Christian Studies (member of the board, 2000-2004)


American Committee for Southern Asian Art


Epigraphical Society of India


Inter-University Initiative for International Development Studies 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Member, steering committee, Emerging Scholars of South Asia Montreal Network 

Co-convenor, Concordia University  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Women, Gender, Sexuality and Religion seminar series 2013- 
Editorial and advisory boards:

Advisory board for the journal Asiatische Studien / Etudes Asiatiques (Zurich) 2014-

Advisory board for the journal Indian History (Archive India Institute) 2012-

Associate member of the Centre of Jain Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 2011-

Comité scientifique of the journal Bulletin de l’École française d’Extrême-Orient, 2009-

Comité de lecture for book series “Collection Indologie” of the Ecole française d'extreme-orient and Institut français de Pondichéry, 2006- 
Editorial boad of the journal Jinamanjari, 2005-

Comité d’experts pour l’élaboration des programmes en éthique et culture religieuse, primaire et secondaire, Ministere de l’Education, du Loisir et du Sport, Gouvernement du Québec, 2005-2008

