MICHIEL SCHREY – Tenor
Tenor Michiel Schrey began his musical life in the Anglican cathedral choir at Kingston, Ontario, where he was raised. This rich musical tradition, which created so many renowned Canadian singers, influenced him greatly. He made Montreal his adopted home, first receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from McGill University, and then pursuing vocal studies with several teachers. He completed his Master’s degree at McGill and finished his training at the Banff Arts Centre, the Britten-Pears School in Aldeburgh, England, and at the Steans Institute of the Ravinia Festival in Chicago. His first teachers were Betty Doroschuk, William Neill and Dixie Ross Neill, and he completed his vocal studies with the late Jan Simons. He also received a grant from the Quebec Arts Council to study in England with Yvonne Minton and Diane Forlano.
Michiel Schrey has sung many Baroque operas, with companies such as Toronto’s Opera Atelier (Actéon, The Magic Flute, Médée, Persée, Armide, Dido and Aeneas, Il Ritorno d’Ulisse in Patria), Apollo’s Fire, Cleveland (Les Indes Galantes, by Rameau), Le Concert Spirituel, Paris (King Arthur, by Purcell), under the direction of Hervé Niquet, at the Montreal Baroque Festival (Monteverdi’s Orfeo), and Festival Vancouver (Monteverdi’s L’Incoronazione di Poppea). He has also sung opera and operetta with companies such as Pacific Opera Victoria, Glimmerglass Opera, Edmonton Opera, Toronto Operetta Theatre, Opera in Concert, l’Opéra-Bouffe du Québec, and l’Opéra-Théâtre de Rimouski.
He has sung in concert throughout North America, and in England, France, the United States, Austria and South Korea, in works from Monteverdi, Bach and Handel to Britten, Stravinsky and Orff. Among his notable performances were Carmina Burana with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Schubert’s Mass in E flat, with the MSO under Charles Dutoit, Handel’s Messiah at the Palácio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City, and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony at Roy Thomson Hall (Toronto) with the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir. He has sung with Vienna’s Ensemble Helios XVIII, the Quebec Symphony Orchestra (under Yoav Talmi), the Orquesta del Nuevo Mundo (Mexico), the Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean Orchestra, the Orchestre Symphonique de Trois-Rivières (Jacques Lacombe), the Calgary Bach Festival Society, Pro Coro (Edmonton), the Regina Philharmonic Chorus, the Ottawa Choral Society, the Cantata Singers of Ottawa, the Bach-Elgar Choir (Hamilton), Chorus Niagara, Toronto Masque Theatre, the Ottawa Bach Choir, Longueuil Symphony Orchestra, Ensemble Masques, and the Studio de Musique Ancienne de Montréal, among many others.
Michiel Schrey is an ardent interpreter of contemporary music, having won several prizes at the 1993 Eckhardt-Grammaté Competition (for which he was also recently a jury member). He was unanimously praised for his performances in Claude Vivier’s Kopernikus, in a co-production by the Opéra de Montréal and Toronto’s Autumn Leaf Productions, which was also seen on tour in Banff, France and the UK. The New York Times praised his recording of Luna Pearl Woolf’s opera-oratorio Orpheus on Sappho’s Shore, with the ECM under Véronique Lacroix. With the same ensemble he created the “comic-book opera” Les Aventures de Madame Merveille, by composer André Ristic and librettist Cecil Castellucci. He recently worked with Luna Pearl Woolf on the creation of her new opera The Pillar, at the National Opera America Center in New York.

Among his upcoming events, are the release of the “Sea Songs“ recording with La Nef – also to be performed at the Diane Dufresne Cultural Centre – and a tour of the album. The great success of Maxime McKinley and Nicolas Gilbert’s “tweet-opera” Sur le fil will be reprised at the Montreal New Music festival, and he is involved in the creation of another new opera by the team of Ristic/Castelucci, with the ECM+ directed by Véronique Lacroix. He is also collaborating with the Pentaedre Wind Ensemble and dancer José Navas, on a production of Schubert’s Winterreise.
Michiel Schrey is a professor of voice at the Concordia University music department.
