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Outline
• Takeaways from the video tutorials

• Finding primary sources on the internet

• Evaluating information online

• Searching for and within blogs, websites, and institutional sites (using 
Google Advanced Search and the database Eureka.cc)

• Finding secondary sources

• Using Sofia, the discovery tool (finding ebooks, books, journals, 
media and more)

• Using general databases to find peer-reviewed articles 
(demonstration with the database Academic Search Complete)

• Using databases to find newspaper articles (demonstration with 
the database Canadian Newsstream)



Takeaways from the video 
tutorials



 Picking Your Topic IS Research! (North Carolina 
State University Library, vidéo Youtube, en anglais, 
3:10 min)

 Developing your search strategy (Concordia 
University Library, vidéo YouTube, en anglais, 7:21 
min)

 Introduction to the Concordia Library’s Website (your
librarian!, video, 8:54min)

Follow up on the video tutorials





Finding primary sources on the 
internet



What primary sources are available on 
the internet?

Source: Research Guides: Finding Primary Sources for History Research: How to Identify and Find Primary Documents 
from the Internet https://csulb.libguides.com/primaryhist/identification

correspondence



Sample topics

 ''virtual shrines'' AND buddhism

 ''online pilgrimage'' AND site:.va

 pandemic and ''apocalyptic religion'' and interviews

 "personal narratives" and "cyber religion"



Evaluating information online



What criteria do you use when you
evaluate a document? 



Ideas

 Share your criteria here:

https://tinyurl.com/criteria2



Some criteria to consider

 Currency

 Relevance

 Accuracy

 Authority

 Purpose





Searching for and within blogs, 
websites, and institutional sites 



Google Advanced Search
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search







Eureka.cc Concordia.ca/Library/Databases by 
subject/Databases/Eureka.cc





Finding secondary sources



Sofia, 
the discovery tool



















Refine your search



Simple keyword search



Using general databases to find 
peer-reviewed articles



Source: Hamzelou, Jessica. “Life in Lego: How Mini-Figure Academics Went Viral.” New Scientist. Accessed October 6, 2020. 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn26107-life-in-lego-how-mini-figure-academics-went-viral/.













Using databases to find 
newspaper articles









Zotero & Citation guides 







Online office hours

Tuesday, October 20th, 4 to 5:30 pm:

https://concordia-ca.zoom.us/j/86463433514

Tuesday, October 27th, 4 to 5:30 pm:

https://concordia-ca.zoom.us/j/82864124970

No password is required, but there will be a waiting room to assure 
students’ confidentiality – I will take one consultation at a time. 





Thank you for your participation! 

Éthel Gamache

ethel.gamache@concordia.ca




