
RELIGION 409: METHODOLOGY 
AND THE STUDY OF RELIGION

Library workshop

Éthel Gamache
Librarian



Sources to support your assignment
 the student is to consult at least 3 academic sources beyond the class text

 the student is to explore 1-3 relevant internet sites

 the student is to search out popular media related to his or her community: for 
example, newspaper or news radio or T.V. reports, magazines, brochures or 
newsletters produced by the community in question



Outline
• Takeaways from the video Search Smarter, Search Faster

• How to find and access resources
• Introduction to the Library website & subject guide
• Using Sofia and Interlibrary loans
• Using the database Academic Search Complete to find 

academic articles
• Using Google Scholar to find academic articles
• Using the database Canadian Newsstream to find 

newspaper articles



Takeaways from the video Search 
Smarter, Search Faster





From: The Library of Antiquity, https://libraryofantiquity.wordpress.com/2016/10/07/forgotten-skills-boolean-searches/



 Picking Your Topic IS Research! (North Carolina 
State University Library, Youtube, 3:10 min)

 Developing your search strategy (Concordia 
University Library, YouTube, 7:21 min)

 Welcome to Webster Library (Concordia University 
Library, YouTube, 2:08 min)

Follow up on the video tutorials

https://youtu.be/Q0B3Gjlu-1o
https://youtu.be/kxK318KRK50
https://youtu.be/6mHqqvDjqvs


Introduction to the Library website & 
subject guide



https://library.concordia.ca/





Using Sofia and Interlibrary loans



Advanced search in Sofia











Using Interlibrary loans within Sofia



What is the new interlibrary loans 
(ILL) service?

 ILL requests are made directly in the Sofia Discovery 
tool:
1. “Request via Interlibrary Loan” button
2. Form available under the “Requests” tab in "My Account".



Concordia article/chapter scan & 
deliver service
 Book chapter and journal article scans from 

Concordia’s print collection can now be requested 
and tracked in Sofia.

 Look for the “Chapter Scan” button in the Access 
Options panel.



Concordia article/chapter scan & 
deliver service
 Book chapter and journal article scans from 

Concordia’s print collection can now be requested 
and tracked in Sofia.

 Look for the “Chapter Scan” button in the Access 
Options panel.



Example – Request a book 
("Request via Interlibrary Loan")









Check the status of your request under the "Requests" tab.



 You will receive email notifications when your ILL request 

is available for pickup or download.

 Physical items can be picked up at the Circulation/Loans 

desks at either Vanier or Webster Library. 

 ILL requests can be borrowed for 30 days, with up to 4 

automatic renewals, or until item is recalled.



Example – Request a book 
(blank form)



1. Sign in to "My Account" and select 
"Requests".

2. Click on "Create request".



Select 
Webster or 
Vanier 
Library.





If you have any 
difficulty finding a 
document,
reach out to the 
library team!



Searching for peer-reviewed 
articles with databases –
Academic Search Complete



The peer-review process

Yates, D. [@LegoAcademics]. (2014, August 12). Peer 1: Brillant! Accept with no changes; 
Peer 2: Groundbreaking! Accept with no changes; Peer 3: Reject. [Tweet]. 
Twitter. https://twitter.com/LegoAcademics/status/499205005468262400/photo/1













Link 
resolver



Using Google Scholar for 
academic articles



What is the difference?

Google scholar Library databases

Volume | Quantity | Quick Depth | Quality | Thorough

Left image: Yinan Chen, Dining Court, public domain, https://pixabay.com/photos/dining-court-shopping-mall-corridor-347314/
Right image: Jason Briscoe, Cooking, public domain, https://unsplash.com/photos/VBsG1VOgLIU

https://pixabay.com/photos/dining-court-shopping-mall-corridor-347314/
https://unsplash.com/photos/VBsG1VOgLIU


Where should you search?

Google Scholar

Library Discovery Tool

Canadian Newsstream
(Library Database)

Academic Search Complete
(Library Database)

Grey literature (e.g. government documents, NGO 
reports, working papers, newsletters, preprints)







Google Scolar – Advanced search



Using the Canadian Newsstream
database to find newspaper 
articles



How to get to 
this page:
Find » 
Databases by 
subject »
By content 
type »
News & 
Current
Events »
Newspapers

















Thank you for your participation! 

Éthel Gamache
ethel.gamache@concordia.ca
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