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O B J E C T I V E  - L O C A T I N G  R E V I E W E D J O U R N A L  A R T I C L E S  

P L A N  

1. Search strategies

2. Introduction to the Library website & subject guide

3. What is a peer-reviewed article? 

4. Where to find them?

• Using Sofia, the Library Discovery tool (and Interlibrary loans)

• Using the database Academic Search Complete 

• Using the database Philosopher’s Index 

• Using Google Scholar

5. Evaluating and citing sources



SEARCH STRATEGIES



SEARCH ILLUSTRATED

From: The Library of Antiquity, https://libraryofantiquity.wordpress.com/2016/10/07/forgotten-skills-boolean-searches/



OTHER SEARCH
OPERATORS

Searching for an exact phrase (phrase searching): 

Quotation marks: “   ”, looks for adjacent words

• “rite of passage”, “service desk”

Truncation: * 

•  relig*: religion, religions, religare, religious, 

religieux, religieuse







INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 

LIBRARY 
WEBSITE & 

SUBJECT 
GUIDES





GUIDES

concordia.ca/library/guides/philosophy.html



WHAT IS A PEER-
REVIEWED 
ARTICLE? 

• Yates, D. [@LegoAcademics]. (2014, August 
12). Peer 1: Brillant! Accept with no changes; Peer 2: 
Groundbreaking! Accept with no changes; Peer 3: 
Reject. [Tweet]. 
Twitter. https://twitter.com/LegoAcademics/status/49
9205005468262400/photo/1



WHERE 
TO FIND 

PEER-
REVIEWED 
ARTICLES? 



USING SOFIA 
AND 
INTERLIBRARY 
LOANS



ADVANCED SEARCH IN SOFIA



Advanced search in Sofia





USING INTERLIBRARY LOANS

WITHIN SOFIA



WHAT IS THE NEW 
INTERLIBRARY 
LOANS (ILL) 
SERVICE?

ILL requests are made directly in the 

Sofia Discovery tool:

1. “Request via Interlibrary Loan” button

2. Form available under the “Requests” tab in 

"My Account".



CONCORDIA 
ARTICLE/CHAPTER 
SCAN & DELIVER 
SERVICE

• Book chapter and journal article scans from 

Concordia’s print collection can now be 

requested and tracked in Sofia.

• Look for the “Chapter Scan” button in the 

Access Options panel.



R E Q U E S T  A  B O O K

VIA INTERLIBRARY LOAN

EXAMPLE



VIA INTERLIBRARY LOAN



Check the 

status of your 

request under 

the "Requests" 

tab.



ABOUT
INTERLIBRARY LOAN 

• You will receive email notifications when your 

ILL request is available for pickup or 

download.

• Physical items can be picked up at the 

Circulation/Loans desks at either Vanier or 

Webster Library. 

• ILL requests can be borrowed for 30 days, 

with up to 4 automatic renewals, or until 

item is recalled.



R E Q U E S T  A  B O O K

BLANK FORM

EXAMPLE



REQUEST

1. Sign in to "My Account" and 

select "Requests".

2. Click on "Create request".



A BOOK FORM



If you have any 

difficulty finding 

a document, 

reach out!



USING THE 
DATABASE 

ACADEMIC 
SEARCH 

COMPLETE TO 
FIND ACADEMIC 

ARTICLES



BY SUBJECT



DATABASES



ACADEMIC 
SEARCH 

COMPLETE



ACADEMIC 
SEARCH 

COMPLETE





USING 
THE 
LINK 

RESOLVER



USING THE 
DATABASE 

PHILOSOPHER’S 
INDEX 









USING GOOGLE 
SCHOLAR

A R E  T H E  A R T I C L E S  R E A L L Y  P E E R - R E V I E W E D ?  



HOW ARE GOOGLE SCHOLAR AND 
A DATABASE DIFFERENT?

• How Google Scholar Can Help 
You

Library Databases Google Scholar

• Provide the ability to focus search by subject area. • Does not have the ability to focus search by subject area.

• Allow users to sort results according to date and relevance. • Does not have an easy way to sort articles in your results list.

• Allow users to sort results by type of material (academic journal, magazine, 

newspaper, etc).

• Does not clearly specify what type of material (academic journal, 

magazine, newspaper, etc) is in the results list.

• Contain the ability to limit searches by a variety of criteria • Does not have full criteria to limit your search results.

• Will never charge you for the full text of an article if the Library has a 

subscription to that database.

• Provides full text of some electronic articles, but is not as helpful in 

tracking down print articles. Some articles may be available for a fee.

Source: “Library Resources & Services: Use Google Scholar: Library Databases vs. Google Scholar.” Library Databases vs. Google 
Scholar - Use Google Scholar - Library Resources & Services at Howard Community College, Howard Community College, 

howardcc.libguides.com/c.php?g=52041&p=428654. 



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

GOOGLE SCHOLAR LIBRARY DATABASES

Volume | Quantity | Quick Depth | Quality | Thorough

Left image: Yinan Chen, Dining Court, public domain, https://pixabay.com/photos/dining-court-shopping-mall-corridor-347314/

Right image: Jason Briscoe, Cooking, public domain, https://unsplash.com/photos/VBsG1VOgLIU   

https://pixabay.com/photos/dining-court-shopping-mall-corridor-347314/
https://unsplash.com/photos/VBsG1VOgLIU


WHERE SHOULD YOU SEARCH?

Google Scholar

Library Discovery Tool (Sofia)

PhilPapers

(Library Database)

Academic Search Complete

(Library Database)

Grey literature (e.g. government documents, NGO reports, 

working papers, newsletters, preprints)





Google Scholar – select a library access link



EVALUATING AND CITING 
SOURCES





LIBRARY.CONCORDIA.CA

/HELP/CITING/



QUESTIONS?



A LIBRARIAN



Thank you for your attention! 

É T H E L  G A M AC H E

ethel.gamache@concordia.ca

Presentation and handouts are on the subject guide, 

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/philosophy/guidesfromyourlibrarian.html

mailto:ethel.gamache@concordia.ca


GOING FURTHER

• Search Smarter, Search Faster by Sydney University

• Types of Information Sources by CSUN University Library

• How do I Select Relevant Web or Online Resources? by Concordia University Library 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FOa66AxTbjxA%3Fsi%3D8f_4iefeB6xnxmZ6&data=05%7C01%7Cethel.gamache%40concordia.ca%7C816968fb74784375110608dbafff6429%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638297283704002466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P5NuTgfyWxY64ZikDzYBLAnlb0k3U4FuZ3bzFN9NsWs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F6sylTfkjydEvvvvvvv&data=05%7C01%7Cethel.gamache%40concordia.ca%7C816968fb74784375110608dbafff6429%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638297283704002466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S2Mp4%2B3RwC3kzQyj9CQOuiA04%2BhWbahFm6ERJy7RHVs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FVAINqpF1dwU&data=05%7C01%7Cethel.gamache%40concordia.ca%7C816968fb74784375110608dbafff6429%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638297283704002466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TD%2BLCEO5blEdOfA1ttQmfP2CiE6MH0pjsFGFN9yBfBo%3D&reserved=0
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