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Who am I?

Michelle Lake, librarian for Political Science, the School of 
Community and Public Affairs, First Peoples Studies, and 
Government Publications

Settler, originally from Ontario. 

My hometown is located on the traditional territories of 
the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and 
Mississaugas, on land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 
Wampum Belt Covenant. 

I live and work on the unceded Indigenous lands of 
Tiohtià:ke, where the Kanien’kehá:ka Nation is recognized 
as the custodians of those lands and waters. The 
Kanien’kehá:ka Nation is a member of the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy, whose lands and waters span provincial and 
national western borders.



Haudenosaunee communities today. Image copyright 2006 Kanien'kehá:ka Onkwawén:na 
Raotitióhkwa https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization/getting-started/local-history.html



Territorial Acknowledgement resources..

• visit Native Land Digital to find out whom YOU could be 
acknowledging

• Yellowhead Institute: Treaty Map – Indigenous perspectives on treaties in 
Canada

• Concordia Territorial Acknowledgement document & guide

• Concordia’s Territorial Acknowledgement: Companion Resource Guide

• History, Resiliency, and Continuance of Rotinonhsión:ni Confederacy 
Primer Course (Moodle) for Concordia staff & students

https://native-land.ca/
https://treatymap.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/resources/territorial-acknowledgement.html
https://concordiauniversity.libguides.com/concordia-territorial-acknowledgement
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization.html
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization.html
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization.html
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization.html


Local context 

• 634+ First Nations communities in 
what we now call Canada

• 53+ Inuit communities in the Inuit 
Nunangat

• 224 650 registered members of a 
Métis organization or Settlement

• 70+ Indigenous languages spoken

• 11 Indigenous Nations in Quebec

https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/fn-frequently-asked-questions/
https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/fn-frequently-asked-questions/
https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/inuit-nunangat/
https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/inuit-nunangat/
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021006/98-200-X2021006-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021006/98-200-X2021006-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021012/98-200-X2021012-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021012/98-200-X2021012-eng.cfm
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/quebec-at-a-glance/first-nations-and-inuit/profile-of-the-nations/about-nations
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/quebec-at-a-glance/first-nations-and-inuit/profile-of-the-nations/about-nations
https://amnistie.ca/sites/default/files/2021-09/Carte_FR_24x36_2021_PRINT.pdf


Today we hope to look at:

1. The context: settler colonialism

2. Ideological structure of libraries: classification & terminology

3. Strategies & resources for researching Indigenous topics

4. Research with Indigenous communities: ethical guidelines

5. Indigenous Methodologies

6. Getting help with your library research 



Indigenous 
Peoples and 
education in 
Canada

• Education, as controlled and imposed by the 
church, federal and provincial governments in 
Canada has been a destructive force in 
Indigenous communities 

• Research at the university level, about 
Indigenous Peoples and communities has been 
harmful

• Libraries, as part of the university and education 
system, are also colonial institutions, with 
barriers, biases and impediments to enhancing 
Indigenous scholarship and voices



Settler Colonialism

What is now called Canada operates under settler colonialism.  "Different from 
other forms of colonialism in that settlers come with the intention of making a new 
home on the land, a homemaking that insists on settler sovereignty over all things in 
their new domain.  In order for the settlers to make a place their home, they must 
destroy and disappear the Indigenous peoples that live there... Settler colonialism is 
a structure and not an event."

It is an ideological structure that trickles down into the governing bodies, systems, 
and institutions that we interact with regularly.

Tuck, E. & Yang, K.W. (2012). Decolonization is not a metaphor. Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society, 1(1), 5-6. 

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630/15554


The Doctrine of Discovery and Terra Nullius

What is currently called Canada was founded upon the:
The Doctrine of Discovery  emanates from formal statements from the Pope 
originating in the 1400s. These were used to legally and morally justify 
colonial dispossession of sovereign Indigenous Nations, including First 
Nations in what is now Canada. It operated in conjunction with Terra Nullius, 
a legal concept claiming that "no one" owned the land prior to European 
assertion of sovereignty.

Assembly of First Nations. (2018). Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery.

Further learning: Bruce McIvor. What is the doctrine of discovery? YouTube 
video. (4 minutes, 29 seconds). First Peoples Law.

https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/18-01-22-Dismantling-the-Doctrine-of-Discovery-EN.pdf
https://youtu.be/Z3xUSTWJ1qc?si=wcIonfTTlBtSRyWc


Assimilation: Confederation, Indian Act...

In the 19th century, despite the diversity of existing experiences and relationships 
between First Peoples and settlers across the country, the Canadian Confederation 
established a very different relationship... disregarding the interests and treaty rights of 
First Peoples and "uniformly making them legal wards of the state."

This was achieved through the Indian Act in 1876. In this law the government 
established its vision of future Canada-First Nations relations: an aggressive colonizing 
project of assimilation… of all First Nations.
The Indian act served to suppress and obliterate Indigenous cultures by policing who 
obtained "status" and by banning cultural practices like the Potlatch and Sun Dance.

"Following the organization of the Department of Indian Affairs and the passage of the 
first Indian Act in 1876, the attention of the federal government became focused on the 
education of the Indian students."

Milloy, John. (2008). Indian Act Colonialism: A Century of Dishonour, 1869-1969. Research Paper for the National Centre for First Nations Governance.  
Nishnawbe Aski Nation. (2019). History of Residential Schools: The Davin Report, 1879. Healing the Generations Residential School Curriculum.

http://www.fngovernance.org/ncfng_research/milloy.pdf
http://www.fngovernance.org/ncfng_research/milloy.pdf
http://www.fngovernance.org/ncfng_research/milloy.pdf
https://healingthegenerations.ca/history/the-davin-report-1879/


Assimilation: ...Residential Schools, State Care
Residential Schools: 1831-1996. "From the point of view of the Government, the major purpose of  these 
schools was to use education and Christianity as vehicles to force the assimilation of Indigenous 
people.  Under this system children would be removed from parental control and cultural influences. Only in 
this way could the children be de-socialized from their culture and then re-socialized in a new culture – that 
of the dominant society."

History of Residential Schools: The Government View.

State Care: ongoing today. "The 2016 Census revealed that First Nations, Inuit and Métis children 
represented only 7.7% of all children under the age of 15 in Canada but accounted for 52.2% of children in 
foster care....The government acknowledged that children were being removed from their families and 
communities at disproportionate rates due to factors such as poverty, intergenerational trauma and 
culturally biased child welfare practices."

Frances Rosner, BarTalk, Feb. 2020

Further Reading:
Accountability in our lifetime: A call to honour the rights of Indigenous Children and youth (PDF)
Shaheen-Hussain, S. (2020). Fighting for a hand to hold: confronting medical colonialism against Indigenous children 
in Canada (ebook)  

https://healingthegenerations.ca/history/the-government-view/
https://bartalk.org/article/perspectives/indigenous-matters/canada-s-response-to-the-overrepresentation-of-indigenous-children-in-care
https://bartalk.org/article/perspectives/indigenous-matters/canada-s-response-to-the-overrepresentation-of-indigenous-children-in-care
https://bartalk.org/article/perspectives/indigenous-matters/canada-s-response-to-the-overrepresentation-of-indigenous-children-in-care
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/accountability_in_our_lifetime.pdf
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1156985847
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1156985847


Residential schools, truth and reconciliation 

Concordia Library Guide to Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC)

• Guide to the official Truth and Reconciliation Commission reports, Calls to Action, post - 
TRC reports from government and non-governmental organizations, recommended 
scholarly books about residential schools.

Exploring Concordia’s colonial past: Examining the history of the Grey Nuns and Concordia’s 
founding institutions (2026)

• Through an in-depth examination of Loyola College and Sir George Williams University, 
and, in light of the university’s acquisition of their motherhouse in 2007, the history of 
the Grey Nuns, the report brings to light how these institutions contributed to broader 
colonial systems and Indigenous oppression and recognizes the significance of 
acknowledging the connection of current-day Concordia to this history. 

• Overview of the report from Manon Tremblay, Senior Director of Indigenous Directions: Exploring 
Concordia’s colonial past | News - Concordia University

• Watch a recording of the launch of the report, and panel discussion, at Concordia’s 4th space on 
YouTube

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/first-peoples-studies/truth-and-reconciliation-commission-of-canada--trc-.html
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/resources/colonial-past.html
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/resources/colonial-past.html
https://www.concordia.ca/news/stories/2026/09/30/exploring-concordia-s-colonial-past.html?utm_source=newsletter&amp;utm_medium=facultystaff&amp;utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.concordia.ca/news/stories/2026/09/30/exploring-concordia-s-colonial-past.html?utm_source=newsletter&amp;utm_medium=facultystaff&amp;utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.concordia.ca/news/stories/2026/09/30/exploring-concordia-s-colonial-past.html?utm_source=newsletter&amp;utm_medium=facultystaff&amp;utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.concordia.ca/news/stories/2026/09/30/exploring-concordia-s-colonial-past.html?utm_source=newsletter&amp;utm_medium=facultystaff&amp;utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/live/mfF8O86-9gg?si=Xzp8hzx-ClAaup9a


Universities & libraries are colonial institutions

“While Indigenous people have necessarily (and effectively) engaged with 
Western institutions, it is important to remember that this necessity came 
about largely due to a need to respond to colonial impositions. Colonizers 
wanted Indigenous lands, and ultimately found imposing institutions to be a 
most effective way of stealing that land.”

Tuck, E. & Yang, K.W. (2012). Decolonization is not a metaphor. 
Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society, 1(1), 5-6. 
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630/15554

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630/15554


colonial institutions as ideological structure

“The library is always an ideological 
structure. It’s not just what goes into 
the library that matters, but how it’s 
organized and under which norms.”

Daniel Heath Justice, Ph.D, ACRL Choice 
Webinar: Indigenous Literatures, social 
justice and the decolonial library 
YouTube video: 62 minutes,(2019)

“When we look at collections, the actual 
‘information’ contained in libraries and 
how it is organized, we can see that it 
(surely by accident) somehow manages 
to construct a reality wherein whiteness 
is default, normal, civilized and 
everything else is Other.”

nina de jesus, Locating the library in 
institutional oppression, In the library 
with the lead pipe (Sept 24, 2014)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-TlZUTGM9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-TlZUTGM9w
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2014/locating-the-library-in-institutional-oppression/
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2014/locating-the-library-in-institutional-oppression/


Today we hope to look at: 

1. The context: settler colonialism

2. Ideological structure of libraries: classification & terminology

3. Strategies & resources for researching Indigenous topics

4. Research with Indigenous communities: ethical guidelines

5. Indigenous Methodologies

6. Getting help with your library research 



Libraries as ideological structure
Terminology & Classification



E, F and FC 
books are here

Call number ranges:

E 75 – E 99 Indigenous 
Peoples in North America

F 1-1140 History of British 
America (Canada)

FC 1-4200 Canada



Classification: browse the bookshelves

On the library shelves, most books about First Nations, Inuit, 

and Métis peoples and thought are found in the E 

classification area, for “History of North America”. This 

represents an erasure of living peoples, philosophies, and 
knowledge.



Terminology
In the most common university library classification system, Library of Congress Subject 
Headings (LCSH), the main subject heading for material about Indigenous peoples in Canada 
and the United States is “Indians of North America”.

The term Indigenous is still new in these systems.

Though relevant and correct, terms for nations such as the Kanien’kehá:ka or confederacies 
such as the Haudenosaunee are far less prevalent in our Sofia Discovery tool than terms 
such as Mohawk or Iroquois.

https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcc.html
https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcc.html


Terminology

➢Library of Congress: Subject Headings for Indigenous Peoples - Evaluation

➢Libraries in the U.S. and Canada are changing how they refer to Indigenous Peoples – 
The Conversation (Aug 2022)

➢First Nations, Metis and Inuit – Indigenous Ontologies (FNMIIO) – National 
Indigenous Knowledge and Language Alliance/Alliance nationale des connaissances 
et des langues autochtones NIKLA-ANCLA (home.blog)

➢Respectful Terminology Platform Project | NIKLA-ANCLA

https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/indigenous.html#guidelines
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/indigenous.html#guidelines
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/indigenous.html#guidelines
https://theconversation.com/libraries-in-the-u-s-and-canada-are-changing-how-they-refer-to-indigenous-peoples-185106
https://theconversation.com/libraries-in-the-u-s-and-canada-are-changing-how-they-refer-to-indigenous-peoples-185106
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://nationalindigenousknowledgeandlanguagealliance.home.blog/2019/06/21/first-nations-metis-and-inuit-indigenous-ontologies-fnmiio/
https://www.nikla-ancla.com/respectful-terminology
https://www.nikla-ancla.com/respectful-terminology
https://www.nikla-ancla.com/respectful-terminology
https://www.nikla-ancla.com/respectful-terminology


Terminology: what about the subjects?

These recently published books have a mix of current and outdated subject headings. 

Indians of North America is still a widely used subject heading in library catalogues, 
especially when both the U.S. and Canada are included in the content of the books



Terminology: what about the 
subjects?

Until recently, the subject heading “Residential School” 

was less common than subject headings such as:

• “Off-reservation boarding schools - Canada”

• “Indians of North America - Education”



Terminology – Government 
The government departments responsible for relations with Indigenous Peoples in Canada, has changed 9 
times the country’s colonial history.

1860 - Dept of Crown Lands & Hudson's Bay Company 

1873 – Dept of the Interior 

1880 – Dept of Indian Affairs 

1936 – Dept of Mines & resources 

1949 – Citizenship & Immigration 

1965 – Northern Affairs and National resources 

1966 – Indian Affairs and Northern Development

Current departments: 2017- Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) and Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC).

From Library and Archives Canada – Indian Affairs Record Group – Administrative Outline (2018)

https://web.archive.org/web/20180716130908/http:/www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/first-nations/indian-affairs-rg10/pages/introduction.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20180716130908/http:/www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/first-nations/indian-affairs-rg10/pages/introduction.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20180716130908/http:/www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/first-nations/indian-affairs-rg10/pages/introduction.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20180716130908/http:/www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/first-nations/indian-affairs-rg10/pages/introduction.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20180716130908/http:/www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/first-nations/indian-affairs-rg10/pages/introduction.aspx


There is a tension between finding 
keywords and subjects that will result in 
the most comprehensive search, and the 

terminology or way of speaking and writing 
about Indigenous Peoples, knowledges, 

and worldviews respectfully.

Pause.



Reflection

• What barriers have you encountered in 
accessing resources from the library?

• How can we address this tension?

• What are some strategies you have used to 
locate resources and materials from 
Indigenous voices in scholarship?

• Thoughts or questions about what we’ve 
just covered?



Today we hope to look at:

1. The context: settler colonialism

2. Ideological structure of libraries: classification & terminology

3. Strategies & resources for researching Indigenous topics

4. Research with Indigenous communities: ethical guidelines

5. Indigenous Methodologies

6. Getting help with your library research 



Addressing the Difficulties

Strategies & Resources for Researching Indigenous 
Topics



Strategies & Resources 
1. Adjust your search terms

2. Learn how to identify contributors and authors

3.  Use subject-specific databases and tools

4. Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers & organizations

4. Widen your search and follow “cited by” trails for important works for Indigenous 
authors on tools like Google Scholar

6.  Return to #1 and #2 and start over again



Search terms 

• sometimes you will have to include inappropriate or white-settler terms when searching 
in library databases and search tools*. -- See for example this ready-made search 
strategy for topics related to residential schools. 

• but be sure to also learn and include the relevant and specific names or terms related to 
the Indigenous/First Peoples topics you are researching. See for instance this short 
guide to names and terminology in the context of Turtle Island / North America.

• And more extensive Terminology tools and resources

*always wanted a lesson in combining keywords using strategies such as boolean 
searching? Try these simple instructions.

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/terminology-.html#rs
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/terminology-.html#rs
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/terminology-.html#rs
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/terminology-.html#rs
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/first-peoples-studies/first-peoples-studies-journal-articles.html#vocab
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/first-peoples-studies/terminology-.html
https://slides.com/susiebreier/gpll245withnotes#/library-databases


Keywords 
and subjects 
for searching 
scholarly 
literature

Indigenous

• Aboriginal

• Indian

• Legal significance

First Nations, Métis, Inuit

Autochtones

Premières Nations

First Peoples

Specificity:

• Kanien'kehá:ka

• Anishinaabeg

• nêhiýaw

Regional differences:

Aboriginal: Australia & 
Canada

Native American or 
American Indian: U.S.

First Nations: Canada

Indigenous: 
international

https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection/research-help/indigenous-history/indigenous-terminology.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection/research-help/indigenous-history/indigenous-terminology.html
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013785/1529102490303
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013785/1529102490303
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013785/1529102490303
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html


Language matters

Oka Crisis – government, western scholars, and 
western journalists 

Oka resistance, Oka uprising, Oka revolt – 
Indigenous scholars, Indigenous perspectives 

Kanehsatake/Kanehsatà:ke Resistance – 
specificity 



Names & 
Terminology
What’s in a 
name?

“Names are linked to identity, and notions of identity are 
fluid.  They change, they evolve.  What was a good term 
twenty years ago might be inappropriate now.  There is also 
the issue of how terms become co-opted and changed by 
government, industry, or other sneaky racists.

Sometimes we have to abandon a term because it has 
become so loaded, using it means we’re tacitly agreeing to 
some sort of bizarre external interpretation of who we 
are…Be prepared to listen to what that person has to say 
about the term you used, and to respect what they suggest 
you call them instead.”

(âpihtawikosisân/C. Vowel. Indigenous Issues 101 Primers)

https://apihtawikosisan.com/2012/01/a-rose-by-any-other-name-is-a-mihkokwaniy/


What about including words with 
diacritics/accents?

Kanien'kehá:ka OR Kanienkehaka

Nêhiyaw OR Nehiyaw 



Using subject 
headings and 
expanding 
your search

(Kanien'kehá:ka OR Kanienkehaka
OR Mohawk OR Haudenosaunee) 
AND (Kahnawake OR Kahnawà:ke) 
AND education 

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=(Kanien%27keh%C3%A1%3Aka%20OR%20Kanienkehaka%20OR%20Mohawk%20OR%20Haudenosaunee)%20AND%20(Kahnawake%20OR%20Kahnawa%CC%80%3Ake)%20AND%20education%20&databaseList=


Strategies & Resources 
1. Adjust your search terms

2. Learn how to identify contributors and authors

3.    Use subject-specific databases and tools

4.    Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers & organizations

5.   Widen your search and follow “cited by” trails for important works for Indigenous     
authors on tools like Google Scholar

6.   Return to #1 and #2 and start over again



Identify contributors and authors 



Who wrote 
the book?

How do we 
locate 
Indigenous 
authors?

• Scholarly books are often edited anthologies or 
collections 

• You should look for “Contributors”, which will have a 
list of individual chapter authors, and  their 
biographies either at the beginning or very end of 
the book

• If a book has one author, look for “about the 
author” section or even skim the introduction, 
where the author will describe themselves

• The table of contents might also have author 
information, in the case of Indigenous authors their 
community or nation may be in brackets following 
their name

• Indigenous scholars and authors are very likely to 
self-identify, with details about their nation or 
community in prefaces, introductions, etc.



• Keeping my search broad, to see what is out there
• AND/OR need to be in ALL CAPS in Sofia 
• I can add concepts, more specific keywords, as I develop my search

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=Indigenous%20AND%20(education%20OR%20pedagogy)%20AND%20%22land%20based%22&databaseList=


Let’s find out 
about the 

contributors

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1038025395


b077c4f3-60c8-4b8b-badc-686257251880@CANPRD01

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1149379813


a780989d-f531-4c03-88a4-2cf265daf6bf@CANPRD01 897caaac-6f9d-4920-a38e-bfc305fde728@CANPRD01

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1028142966
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1028142966


80c25e32-5457-40d4-b273-0690dc207a10@CANPRD01

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1242465781


0324febd-4a09-4ce9-9e9b-800a806e3fec@CANPRD01

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1049577917


How else can I locate books by Indigenous 
authors and scholars?
• Indigenous Authors in the Spotlight series

• Indigenous Resources guide: Knowledges, methods & ethics

• Sofia (Advanced) Author search for a known scholar

Marie Battiste is 
a Mi'kmaw 

educator from 
the Potlotek First 

Nation

https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/indigenous-methods---knowledges.html
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/advancedsearch?databaseList=
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?databaseList=283%2C638&queryString=au%3A%28Marie%20Battiste%20%29&sortKey=BEST_MATCH&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false&bookReviews=off&newsArticles=off&idDetect=true&citeDetect=true


Strategies & Resources 
1. Adjust your search terms

2. Learn how to identify contributors and authors

3. Use subject-specific databases and tools

4. Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers & organizations

5.   Widen your search and follow “cited by” trails for important works for Indigenous 
authors on tools like Google Scholar

6.  Return to #1 and #2 and start over again



Checking in

• We’ve considered the colonial context of libraries and the importance of language and 
keyword

• We’ve looked at some strategies to located Indigenous scholars within library databases 
and the literature

• We are going to look at a couple different tools and some tips to use them effectively 

What are your thoughts about finding and citing Indigenous 
scholarship?



Subject-specific databases & tools









These are 
“standard” 

library 
databases 

and are 
searched with 
keywords in 
combination 
with AND/OR

These databases 
cover topics directly 

related to 
Indigenous Peoples 

and topics; many are 
better browsed than 

directly searched



Academic Search Complete

https://research-ebsco-com.lib-ezproxy.concordia.ca/c/kpdas4/search/results?q=(indigenous%20OR%20%22first%20nations%22%20OR%20inuit%20OR%20metis)%20AND%20(education%20OR%20teaching%20OR%20learning%20OR%20pedagogy%20OR%20curriculum)%20AND%20(%22land%20based%22%20OR%20%22land-based%22%20OR%20%22place%20based%22%20OR%20%22place-based%22)%20AND%20(university%20OR%20college%20OR%20postsecondary%20OR%20post-secondary)&autocorrect=y&db=a9h&expanders=concept&limiters=None&searchMode=boolean&searchSegment=all-results&skipResultsFetch=true&sqId=sq%3Ad6ca4d3f-5a3a-4948-baf1-4c51ae7c380a&p=1




Author affiliations will provide 
which universities researchers 
are from and, in some cases, 
identify Indigenous authors 

and communities 



There is an Indigenous 
author on the research 

team, affiliations can give 
this information like 
“contributors” lists 







• Use the reference list or bibliography from a 
well designed research study or relevant 
research article, written by Indigenous authors 
or with Indigenous contributors to find 
additional Indigenous research 

• Indigenous scholars often cite each other’s 
work

• Those working with Indigenous research 
methods and worldviews will build on the 
previous research 

• Fits within the concept of expansive citation

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/data-sovereignty/databases.html






https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/first-peoples-studies/first-peoples-studies-journal-articles.html#IndigenousSD


I-Portal can be browsed 
by using the Turtle or the 

list of broad topics



The record will give you a lot of 
information about the article 

including the type of source, peer 
reviewed, and attached subjects



Search in the same way we searched in the 
Sofia Discovery Tool

Options to narrow down, on the right





Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers 
& organizations 



Strategies & Resources 
1. Adjust your search terms

2. Learn how to identify contributors and authors

3. Use subject-specific databases and tools

4. Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers & organizations

5.   Widen your search and follow “cited by” trails for important works for Indigenous 
authors on tools like Google Scholar

6.  Return to #1 and #2 and start over again



Indigenous Authors

• Search for Indigenous authors on Google, or stay close to home:

• Concordia's Indigenous Futures Research Centre

• Indigenous Faculty Members at Concordia 

• Concordia’s Indigenous Directions Stories & Events

• Concordia CTL Decolonization Hub

• Concordia Library's Indigenous authors in the spotlight
-see for instance: research methods; futurisms; poetry; feminisms

watch for affiliations and acknowledgements in the articles you find

https://www.ifrc.ca/
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/academic/faculty.html
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/academic/faculty.html
https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/stories/archive.html
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl/decolonization.html
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/2018.php
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/2019-fall.php
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/2019.php
https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/2020.php


Indigenous publishers / organizations / institutes

Publishers:

• UBC's list of Indigenous Publishers, Distributors & News Media

• UofT's list of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Publishers and Distributors

• GoodMinds: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Books – online bookstore, located at Six Nations of the 
Grand River

Organizations and institutes - EXAMPLES:

• The Yellowhead Institute

• Shekon Neetchie: An Indigenous History Site -- see their history bibliography

• The Montreal Indigenous Community Network -- see their publications 

• The Native Women’s Association of Canada – See the Knowledge Hub

https://guides.library.ubc.ca/indigenouspublishers/publishers
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/Aboriginalpublishers#s-lg-box-5094605
https://goodminds.com/
https://goodminds.com/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://shekonneechie.ca/
https://shekonneechie.ca/features/bibliography/
https://reseaumtlnetwork.com/
https://reseaumtlnetwork.com/en/publications/
https://nwac.ca/
https://nwac.ca/academics-policy/research-and-publications/knowledge-hub/


Strategies & Resources 
1. Adjust your search terms

2. Learn how to identify contributors and authors

3. Use subject-specific databases and tools

4. Find and follow Indigenous authors, publishers & organizations

5.   Widen your search and follow “cited by” trails for important works for Indigenous 
authors on tools like Google Scholar

6.  Return to #1 and #2 and start over again



Using Google Scholar in 2 ways:

• Setting up Google Scholar to be effective as a Concordia user 
and use “related articles”

• Using Google Scholar for Reverse Citation Searching 







https://scholar.google.ca/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=indigenous+%22land+based%22+education+university+postsecondary&btnG=


Title: Decolonizing 
Methodologies: Research 
and Indigenous Peoples

Author: Linda Tuhiwai Smith

Date: 2012*  

Reverse Citation Searching – Google Scholar

*When doing a reverse citation search, it is 
important to pick a title that has been available 

for several years, as it will have time to have 
been read and cited.

https://guides.library.ubc.ca/aboriginalstudies/findingindigenousperspectives


1. You are searching for the citation of your title, to find what other 
scholars and research have cited it. Click "cited by“ to find resources 
that cite a specified publication.



2. Now you have a list of books and articles that have cited the title 
you searched. Select "Search within citing articles" and try performing 
a keyword search to narrow your results.

You are looking at books 
and articles that have 

cited this book.



3. Look for author self-identification or biographies which identify 
authors as Indigenous within articles. Indigenous scholars often cite 
Indigenous research.



Indigenous 
Methodologies

Library resources:

• Indigenous authors in the spotlight, Knowledges and research 
methods:
Carousel & Zotero bibliography

• Indigenous Educational Resources for Faculty guide:
Knowledges, methods & ethics

• Sofia Discovery Tool subject search: Indigenous Peoples Research 
Methodology & Indigenous Peoples research Canada methodology

https://library.concordia.ca/about/news/acquisitions/indigenous/2018.php
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2355388/indigenous_authors_in_the_spotlight_series/collections/8CJ68PVX
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/indigenous-methods---knowledges.html
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=su%3A%20Indigenous%20peoples%20Research%20Methodology&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=su%3A%20Indigenous%20peoples%20Research%20Methodology&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=su%3A%20Indigenous%20peoples%20Research%20Canada%20Methodology&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false


Research 
relationships

Indigenous Research: Theories, Practices and Relationships

“Entering into research is entering into a relationship. It is a 
relationship with others, human and non-human, micro to 
macro.  Through it all, how the researchers conducts themselves in 
those relationships is critically important; their approach must 
consider and embody feelings, values, context, process, and 
outcome.

We should strive to be good in our relations and to do good in our 
relations.  If research is conducted in the same good way, with the 
same spirit and intent, then we will have done research that meets a 
high standard of accountability to all our relations.”

Johnston, R., McGregor, D., & Restoule, J. (2018). Introduction: Relationships, Respect, Relevance, 
Reciprocity and Responsibility: Taking Up Indigenous Research Approaches. In McGregor, D., J. Restoule 
& R. Johnston (Eds.), Indigenous Research: Theories, Practices and Relationships. (p. 19). Toronto: 
Canadian Scholars.

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1050770238


Today we hope to look at:

1. The context: settler colonialism

2. Ideological structure of libraries: classification & terminology

3. Strategies & resources for researching Indigenous topics

4. Research with Indigenous communities: ethical guidelines

5. Indigenous Methodologies

6. Getting help with your library research 



Research with Indigenous
communities: ethical guidelines



Reflection

• What are your ethical 
questions or concerns about 
citing Indigenous scholarship?

 

• Doing research with 
Indigenous communities? 

• Using Indigenous research 
methods?



[Colonial] Academic Culture

In universities, there has been an academic culture where researchers 
assume that they own the data that they collect and that they hold all 
intellectual property rights to the data.

A competitive culture of academic research often prevents collaborative 
thinking and attribution of research credit to the subjects of their research.

Assertions of  research subjects' control or ownership over research data can 
lead to accusations of stifling research or preventing 'unbiased' reporting of 
research results.

Adapted from: FNIGC. The First Nations Principles of OCAP.

https://fnigc.ca/ocap-training/


Indigenous peoples as subjects of research
“Researched to death”

Many [Indigenous peoples and nations] have been subjected to far too much research and often it 
has been research of interest to the researcher or to the larger society, but has not reflected First 
Nations [or Métis or Inuit] priorities.

Researchers have treated Indigenous peoples merely as a source of data and Indigenous peoples 
are frequently led to believe that, without disclosure of their information, they won’t continue to 
receive certain programs and services.

Researchers may not explain their studies in a way that ensures fully informed consent.

In many cases, research results have not been returned to the community – or may be returned in 
an inaccessible form.

Adapted from: FNIGC. The First Nations Principles of OCAP.

https://fnigc.ca/ocap-training/


Elements of 
Indigenous Style

The body of literature on Indigenous 
Peoples in Canada is based on “a colonial 
practice of transmitting ‘information’ 
about Indigenous Peoples rather than 
transmitting Indigenous Peoples’ 
perspectives about themselves.” 

(Younging, 2018, p. 1)

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1028142966
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1028142966
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1028142966


Elements of 
Indigenous 

Style

“Many Indigenous Peoples and authors have cited cultural 
appropriation, misrepresentation, and a lack of respect for 
Indigenous cultural Protocols as significant problems in 
Canadian publishing. Indigenous Peoples have frequently 
taken the stand that they are best capable of, and morally 
empowered to, transmit information about themselves. They 
have the right to tell their own story.” 

(Younging, 2018, p. 2)



Elements of 
Indigenous 

Style

• Writings about Indigenous Peoples were written by early 
explorers, missionaries, and anthropologists contained 
descriptions that are “degrading and offensive” to 
Indigenous Peoples

• 1980’s to present a “wave of writing by non-Indigenous 
academics” at universities, and in governments and were 
established as “authorities” on Indigenous Peoples

• Much of this academic writing has been “observational and 
analytical” it has not “expressed Indigeneity and 
Indigenous epistemologies, it has not expressed Indigenous 
Peoples’ internal unique perspectives on contemporary 
Indigenous political and cultural issues.” 

(Younging, 2018, pp. 8-10)



Principles of Indigenous Style (Younging, 2018, p. 7)



More 
Principals of 

Indigenous 
style

• Recognizing Indigenous identity 

• Respecting Indigenous cultural property

• Collaboration

• Elders as authentic sources of Indigenous cultural 
information

• In working with Traditional Knowledge and Oral Traditions, 
recognizing that these are Indigenous cultural properties, 
owned and controlled by Indigenous Peoples

• Relationship, trust and truth

• Avoiding inappropriate terminology

• Naming, capitalization, inappropriate possessives or past 
tenses

• Recognizing historical materials may not be appropriate to 
reuse

(Younging, 2018, pp. 99-104)



Office of Community 
Engagement –

Dewemaagannag/My 
Relations: A Guide for 

Research with 
Indigenous Peoples and 

Communities

https://www.concordia.ca/about/community/resources/dewemaagannag-my-relations/indigenous-research-guide.html
https://www.concordia.ca/about/community/resources/dewemaagannag-my-relations/indigenous-research-guide.html
https://www.concordia.ca/about/community/resources/dewemaagannag-my-relations/indigenous-research-guide.html
https://www.concordia.ca/about/community/resources/dewemaagannag-my-relations/indigenous-research-guide.html
https://www.concordia.ca/about/community/resources/dewemaagannag-my-relations/indigenous-research-guide.html




https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/data-sovereignty.html


The guidelines or protocols to follow in 
terms of data collection, management and 

more will depend on the communities
with whom you are working 



[From our Research Data 
Management guide]
Research with Indigenous 
Communities:

https://library.concordia.ca/research/data/find-collect-data.php?guid=ocap


Today we hope to look at:

1. The context: settler colonialism

2. Ideological structure of libraries: classification & terminology

3. Strategies & resources for researching Indigenous topics

4. Research with Indigenous communities: ethical guidelines

5. Indigenous Methodologies

6. Getting help with your library research 



Indigenous subject guides

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides.html#indigenous 

https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides.html#indigenous


First Peoples Studies 
Librarian
Michelle.Lake@concordia.ca

Locate your subject librarian 
and subject guide

mailto:Michelle.Lake@concordia.ca
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides.html
https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides.html
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