
Film Animation History Library Research

• Focus on Academic Articles

• Other Types of Documents

• magazine and newspaper articles
• books and book chapters

• Search Tools

• Databases & Google Scholar
• Library Catalogues & Google Books

• Saving citations & preparing your Bibliography

• Citation guides: Chicago, MLA



Library Web Site 



Library Web site - Cinema Subject Guide



Finding articles: use a mix of popular &academic

Academic (Scholarly) Journals

• Author is associated with university 
or research centre

• evidence of research; not just 
opinions or description

• articles are usually at least 8 pages 
long

• Extensive bibliographies



Remember libraries don’t 
subscribe to every journal

If the library doesn’t have a journal, 
you can get articles through 

Interlibrary Loans



Search Tools: 
databases, google scholar, and more

Keep in mind:

What types of documents are being searched

articles, web pages, books, theses, etc.

Dates being covered

Where keywords are searched 

in the full-text or abstracts



Cinema Databases to use for finding articles:

• Film & Television Literature Index (covers 1971 to present)
– covers approximately 300 journals and magazines on film, t.v., and media

– can be cross-searched with Art Fulltext & other relevant databases

• FIAF Index to Film Periodicals (covers 1972 to present) 
– covers over 200 international journals; some unique titles

• Film Index International (covers 1930 to present)
– Provides bibliographies for films and directors

Note: there is some overlap between databases



If you don’t find enough relevant articles on a film, adjust 
keywords to broaden search 

Example of search approaches to use if you are researching the film 

“spirited away” by miyazaki

Search 1: “spirited away” and miyazaki

Search 2: female* and miyazaki

Search 3: female* or girl* and animated film



Search features in most databases

• and – connects different concepts

• or – searches for either term (expands search)

• * to look for the root of a word and all other endings

• “………”   “specific phrase”



FTLI: Refine Search



Findit@Concordia



Library Catalogue



Check Ejournals page to see if library has 
online subscription to journal



Other journals - library subscriptions

Library catalogue record



Discovery Search – Library Home Page

• Interdisciplinary searches in library catalogue for books and 

many databases (but not all….)

• Not all journals will be available 



Discovery Search – Results page
you can limit results



Other Databases to consider

These databases cover selections of film journals 
along with those from other disciplines

• JSTOR

• Google Scholar 

also Canadian/Quebec databases for regional coverage



Google Scholar

• covers many journals, books and theses

• useful for interdisciplinary coverage

• When working off campus, be sure to use  library 
settings For Concordia Libraries

http://www.google.com/


Paper Journals
If Concordia Library has subscription to paper journal only, use the ARTICLE 
DELIVERY SERVICE to request a free scan of the article.

Library catalogue record: 



Getting journal articles if not available at 
Concordia Libraries 

• If Concordia doesn’t have a subscription to a 
journal use the Interlibrary Loans Service

• Check other Montreal libraries & photocopy 
there



Finding Books & Book chapters: 
Library Catalogues & Google Books 

you can use library catalogues together with 
Google Books to find relevant books for your topic

Google Books searches specific words in entire text

If the entire book isn’t available on Google Books, check 
the library catalogue to see if the book is available



Formatting your Bibliography

– Citation Guides on library web site

• Explain how to format bibliographic references

http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/citations.html


If you have Questions: 
ASK US

• Reference Desk
• Mon – Thu from 10:00 to 9:00

• Fri from 10:00 – 6:00

• Sat & Sun from noon to 5:00

• Chat or E-mail Reference

• Contact: melinda.reinhart@concordia.ca


