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WORLD OF MBASPONSORED CONTENT

EARNING TWO WORLD-RECOGNIZED
DESIGNATIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY

At the world’s only master of business
administration (MBA) program
that fully integrates the Chartered
Financial Analyst (CFA) Body of
Knowledge into its curriculum,
students earn two world-recognized
designations simultaneously. This,
says a faculty member in the offering,
gives graduates the ideal balance to
succeed in financial analysis.

“I like to say that the CFA gets
you the job and the MBA gets you the
career. So, in other words, the CFA
gets you in the door and the MBA
gives you grounding,” says Dr. Sandra
Betton, who teaches in the offering
facilitated through the Goodman
Institute of Investment Management
at Concordia University and played
a role in the initial design of the
MBA with complete CFA integration
program when it launched in 2001.

Widely known as a passport to
entry or advancement within the
investment management profession,
the CFA designation is globally
regarded as the gold standard of the
business community and is associated
with the highest level of competence,
investment knowledge, professional
ethics and corporate standards.

An MBA, meanwhile, has long
been considered preparation for
a senior business role because of
its ability to provide students with
theoretical and practical training,
which helps them to improve their
leadership skills and get a better
understanding of general business
management functions.

“The major difference between

a regular MBA and the MBA with
complete CFA integration program
is that in a regular MBA there is a lot
more emphasis on the soft skills,”
says Betton. “Meanwhile, in our dual
offering there is a lot more emphasis
on the finance side. The program
serves as preparation for the three
CFA exams, which must be passed
as a step in obtaining designation.
In fact, in order to receive their
Concordia degree, students are
required to pass the first level of CFA
testing.”

For Scott Chan, director of
research – financials at Canaccord
Genuity and a 2007 graduate of the
program, the offering was appealing
because it allowed him to complete
a dual designation in a short amount
of time, which he says helps to
set professionals apart in today’s
competitive workforce.

“Working in finance or on Bay

Street, the CFA is the most relevant
designation because it opens up a lot
of doors,” he says. “But having the
dual designation and work experience
really jumps out even more. I just
hired someone and got 150 resumes
and certainly noticed ones with the
dual designation.”

Aside from the unique duality of
the program’s curriculum, another
element that sets it apart from other
MBAs is that Concordia facilitates
the undertaking simultaneously at
its Montreal campus and in Toronto.
Classes take place on Wednesday

evenings and Saturday mornings,
with professors travelling between the
two cities. So, if a professor teaches
a Saturday class in Montreal one
week, which is video-conferenced
to students in Toronto, the following
week he or she teaches the same class
in Toronto and it is video-conferenced
to students in Montreal. “What’s
nice for our students in Montreal is
that if you’re a young person starting
in finance and you’re good, you will
likely get moved to Toronto,” says
Betton. “So, students would often
start an MBA in Montreal and if they
moved to Toronto would have to
commute to complete it.

“With our program, they can stop
showing up to class in Montreal, start
showing up to class in Toronto and
be in the exact same courses. A lot of
Toronto students also recognize that
if they are interested in derivatives,
Montreal is a great place for that
sector, so it is beneficial both ways.”

Chan, who completed the program
in Toronto, says the structure works
well and the Toronto students in
his cohort were always excited to
attend CFA boot camps and other
functions in Montreal. It was also the
camaraderie of the program’s small
sized classes that led to networking
possibilities as well as lifelong
friendships.

“We did a lot of group
presentations and there was an
emphasis on group work despite
the number crunching format of the
program,” says Chan. “A lot of people
were well established in the finance
industry so they had great experience
to share and some of my best friends
today came from the program.”

Adds Betton, “The buzzword
today is networking but I would say
that by the end of the three years,
because of the challenges that these
students faced as a group, students go
beyond networking. They develop
the type of friendships that in 20 years
time they will be in touch.”

Scott Chan, a 2007 graduate of the program, says the offering was
appealing because it allowed him to complete a dual designation in a
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“Working in finance
or on Bay Street,
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relevant designation
because it opens up a

lot of doors.”
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