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The Birds

Written by Yvette Nolan

Directed by JIMMY BLAIS
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Director’s Note

“My vision for The Birds is to build an
ensemble piece that stays curious. Yvette

Nolan’s adaptation invites us to look at this
old comedy through an Indigenous lens. I am

not speaking from that perspective, but I want
us to take it seriously and consider what it
reveals about power, community, and the

dream of a perfect place.

We are not creating ceremony. That is not
ours to touch. What we are doing is

approaching the story with integrity. We talk
openly about representation, about what we

do not know, and about how to carry this
material with respect while still keeping the

room playful.

The students have been learning a lot,
sometimes without meaning to. They have

discovered that comedy is never “easy.” They
have learned how to ask better questions,

how to listen, and how to sit with the
complicated parts instead of running from

them. There has also been a healthy amount
of chaos, which I choose to see as creative

energy.

The themes in this play feel familiar today.
People chasing an easy world, a perfect
world, a world that never existed. Many

Indigenous communities know what happens
when those dreams are built on someone

else’s land. So we laugh at the absurdity and
stay awake to the truth beneath it.

This ensemble is generous, hardworking,
funny, and full of heart. They make the work
worth it. If the play sparks conversation for

you the way it has for us, then we have done
something right.

Kinanaskomitin 
” Jimmy Blais
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