Production Dramaturg Note:

If the play is about courage
Then the play is about fear
fou must be scared

If the play is abour talking
Then the play is about silence
Whart lives there!

If the play is about being understood
Then the play is about being misunderstood
What would you like them to know about you! What's your truth!

If the play is about shame

Then the play is about pride
What parts of you do you claim
Which do you not

If the play is about small talk

Then the play is about the void that exists in all of us

The one that holds everything, that empties you out

That you hover above, that you scream at and cry to and bargain
with and turn from and embrace

In the face of it you are nothing, a speck, or a wild animal, rabid, tail
between your legs whimpering for survival

Because you want to live

Desperately

Tou want to live

Despite the fear

Despite the silence

Despite the shame

Besides the constant misunderstanding
The hiding

You know you want to live

If the play is about living
Then the play is about fighting
Zoé Heffring
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Small Talk

CREATIVETEAM

Playwright- Carole Fréchette
Translator- John Murrell

Director- Emma Tibaldo

Stage Manager- Oliver Gullikson
Production Dramaturg- Zoe HEFfr'ing
Set Decor- Matalie Harrison
Designer, Lights- Gill Hurd

Designer, Sound- Eric Von Arx
Technical Director- Elisabeth Nyveen
Board Operator- Bella Jenkin
Production Assistant- Angela Millette, Ines Mentec

CAST

Julie- Sarah Rodricks

Timothy, lan- Noah Kaulbach

Marrator- Julien DaSilva

Queenie (Julie’'s mother)- Madeline Savoie

Charlie (Julie’s brother), Marvin- Schuyler Garfield

Galina (Charlie’s girlfriend), Rachel- Esmé Steadman Gantous
Earl (Julie’s father), Larry- Jackson Thompson

Kristin (Earl's second wife), Coach, Anita, Sylvia- Anika Paterson
Sheila (Julie’s co-worker), Janet, Marguerite- Yiolette Perron
Dean (Julie’s co-worker), Frank, Ernie, Kevin- Milo Chauveau
Emmett Goodman, john, George, Luke-TV Director- Joseph
d'espinose de Lacailliere

Special thanks to Carole Fréchette for speaking to us about
her work, and her process of writing this beautiful play. This play
examines our human struggle to communicate.

Thank you to the following musical contributions: The Riddle
Song, cover by DocWatson and Put your Head on my Shoulders
by Paul Anka.

Sound Design note:

The silence in this play is immense. As the sound designer this
stumped me for a bit. But what unlocked it was THEVOID! THE
VOID is something that | believe we all go through one way or
another. The void is scary, some learn how to deal with it Some
chose to ignore it. But some chose to face it. Overall, my training
as an actor is something | wanted to put inte sound. How can
sound be a character. 5omeone who is scary at first but
becomes something completely different as the script and the
actors make their choices. | hope for all of us to not run away
from the void, not to ignore it. But face it, face it and you might
even end up changing not just your life but someone else's too.
Eric Von Arx

Lighting Design note:

Darkness drowns. Darkness silences everything. It catches in
your throat and suffocates. Darkness is all encompassing. But
Small Talk is not about darkness. Small Talk is a flicker of light in
the face of overwhelming dark. A flame trying against odds to
stay lit in a hurricane of solitude. Connection is our anchor. But
how do we go on when connection fails? When you're stumbling
around in the darl, silent and alone, what can you do? Be
courageous. The light is always there if you have the courage to
find it.

Gill Hurd

Content advisory: During this play we will see characters
struggle with suicidal ideation, and describe a suicide that
occurred before the events of the play. Additionally, an implied
suicide will occur anstage, This play also contains a description
of gun violence, as well as sexually explicit language,

The play is two hours in length, with no-intermission,
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