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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

First, let me address the setting. | was born and raised in Canada, and my arts
education was very Euro-centric. This is something | am set on changing. With
expanding the repertoire of plays performed by theatre schools, we come upon a
dilemma: many racialized playwrights, for a good reason, write for their own
cultural communities, but the student body might not be reflective of the cultural
makeup of the characters. How then do we approach casting and setting this
play? Do we say that the characters in Constellations are not Chinese? Or, if we
say that all the characters are Chinese, would it be considered yellow face for a
non-Chinese cast to perform it?

(And of course, putting on a play in an educational setting is different than in a
professional context, where job opportunities have been long denied to
racialized theatre artists and where racialized artists have fought for their space
on stage without being whitewashed).

This play is set in a place inspired by China or set in "China" as playwright Jeff Ho
says, but it is not China. I've chosen to keep Iris' name as Iris Yang, as well as the
reference to Cantonese as a nod to "China". | focused on what the characters
do instead of their ethnicity. An actor cannot "play Chinese", but what they can
play is a desire to do a school assignment properly, they can play enjoying
reading a book, they can play worrying for a friend when they are in trouble, and
they can play fighting for what they think is right.

Theatre is a place where we as audience and performers gather as a temporary,
unique community and give our attention to a story. In these troubled times
where the world is being taken over by authoritarianism and where the arts,

libraries and teaching institutions are being endangered by funding cuts, what
kinds of stories should we give our attention to?

My thanks to the Concordia Theatre Department for agreeing to produce this

imaginative, funny, dark and political play, to Jeff for entrusting me with this

story, and to the actors, designers, and production team for bringing it to life
with commitment and creativity.



AO KA KEl UEFF HO)

Jeff Ho is a theatre artist, originally from Hong Kong. As an actor, he has toured
as Ophelia in Why Not Theatre's Prince Hamlet across Canada and the United
States over a span of five years. Other credits include: | Forgive You (Artistic
Fraud /NAC), Orestes (Tarragon Theatre), trace (Remount - NAC /Factory
Theatre), Box 4901 (Buddies in Bad Times), camera obscura (hungry ghosts)
(the frank theatre /QAF - Jessie Richardson Award for Outstanding Production -
Small Theatre), Hana's Suitcase (Young People's Theatre, tour: Toronto,
Montreal and Seattle), Kim's Convenience (CBC), The Handmaid's Tale (Hulu),
and Orphan Black (BBC Americal).

As a playwright, his works include cockroach, Iphigenia and the Furies (On
Taurian Land), Antigone: 73, and trace. His plays are published by Playwrights
Canada Press.

Upcoming Premieres: Prophetess at Tarragon Theatre 26.27 Season - starring
Karen Robinson. pastoral with Shakespeare in the Ruff, Summer, 2026.

Jeff is grateful to have been honoured with the LAMBDA Award for Best
LGBTQ+ Drama; Toronto Theatre Critics Award for Best New Canadian Play; the
Jon Kaplan Legacy Fund Award for a Young Canadian Playwright; finalist for
the Playwright's Guild of Canada's Drama award; finalist for the Governor
General's Literary Award; nominated for four Dora Awards. He is a graduate of
the National Theatre School, and holds an MFA from York University, where is
also an Adjunct Professor. He is the Associate Artistic Director of Tarragon
Theatre.
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