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M ES SAG E FROM TH E PRES IDENT

DIRECTIONS
t’s with pleasure and pride that I invite you to

A diverse atmosphere. Community leadership.

read this year’s report on the momentum we

Alumni engagement. Strong and growing pride.

continue to build at Concordia.

All these Concordia hallmarks continue to help
Concordians make a difference in the world.

As we cap off our best year ever for research funding
and for university rankings in Canada and around the

To share your ideas with me or learn how you can

globe, like all universities, we face big questions about

help Concordia and our growing network of partners

the role of higher education in the 21st century.

achieve our mission, I would love to hear from you at
alan.shepard@concordia.ca.

Are we here to provide qualifications or a broad
education? What’s the best way to deliver

Bonne lecture!
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instruction? How should we engage with our
local community? The international community?
Our planet’s biggest problems?
All of those questions informed our Strategic
Directions planning process. After consulting with

Alan Shepard

faculty, students, staff, alumni and outside experts,

President

we boiled their inspired input down to nine directions

Concordia University

succinct enough to print on a coffee cup.
As you can see in this report, these Directions chart
our future while honouring our past. Top research
and scholars. Hands-on experiential learning.

OUR
NINE
4

STRATEGIC
DIRECTIONS
THE NINE DIRECTIONS:
DOUBLE OUR RESEARCH: Pursue bold goals in research that reflect our talents and our ambition to tackle big challenges.
TEACH FOR TOMORROW: Deliver a next-generation education that’s connected, transformative, and fit for the times.
GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY: Use rich experiences outside the classroom to deepen learning and effect change.
MIX IT UP: Build agile structures that facilitate intellectual mixing and internal collaboration.
EXPERIMENT BOLDLY: Be inventive and enterprising in creating tomorrow’s university.
GROW SMARTLY: Add capacity where our strengths and emerging enrolment demand intersect.
EMBRACE THE CITY, EMBRACE THE WORLD: Achieve public impact through research and learning.
GO BEYOND: Push past the status quo and go the extra mile for members of our community.
TAKE PRIDE: Celebrate successes and be purposeful about building a legacy.

hat’s next for Concordia? What kind of

Faculty, staff, students and others were invited to

university do we want and need to be?

contribute to the strategic directions process. One
venue for that input was the Ideas Cafés, headed by

These questions were the launching pad for a

Rosemary Reilly, associate professor in Concordia’s

process that resulted in Concordia’s newly

Department of Applied Human Sciences.

unveiled Strategic Directions.
The one quantifiable direction is the first, “Double
The new plan lays out nine directions for the

our research.” Shepard believes that’s a realistic goal.

university to travel over the next decade. It was

“It isn’t all about money, either,” he says. “It’s about

approved by Concordia’s Senate in May and

other impact that we might have on the community.”

Board of Governors in June. Strategic Directions
reflects a return to the university’s roots —

Shepard reports that the ninth direction, “Take

while also looking forward.

pride,” elicited the most positive feedback. “We
heard repeatedly that people who were graduates

“All universities need some kind of statement

of Concordia, current students, people who work

that describes where the university is going,”

and teach here, all wanted to have more pride in

says Concordia President Alan Shepard.

the institution and to be proud of its achievements.
And there’s a lot to celebrate.”

The spring 2015 series, called “The future of
the university and the future of learning,” brought

For more, visit concordia.ca/about/

18 experts from outside Concordia for 15 talks

strategic-directions.

at the university.
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ccording to Jennifer McGrath, associate

Her funding success is an achievement in itself

professor in Concordia’s Department of

–– more than $12.9 million since she first arrived

Psychology and director of its Pediatric

at Concordia in 2004. Currently, McGrath is the

Public Health Psychology (PPHP) Laboratory, when

principal investigator of four grants from the

it comes to certain adult health outcomes, a child’s

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)

understanding of his or her social and economic

worth over $5.8 million in funding, and a co-

status may prove to be a more significant factor

investigator of three other grants totalling over

than the reality, past or present.

$1.45 million –– placing her in Canada’s top five per
cent of funded health researchers.

McGrath, a principal member of the university’s
Centre for Clinical Research in Health, is

Socioeconomic inequality is a significant global health

distinguished for her innovative interdisciplinary

issue. According to McGrath, four million Canadians

approach and statistical modelling expertise.

(or more than 11 per cent of the population) report

AT CONCORDIA’S PEDIATRIC
PUBLIC HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY
LABORATORY, JENNIFER MCGRATH
AND HER TEAM ARE DISCOVERING
THAT CHILDHOOD FACTORS C AN
LEAD TO ADULT HEALTH ISSUES

before-tax incomes that fall below a threshold used
by Statistics Canada called the Low Income Cut-Off.
Ultimately, the big question linking much of
McGrath’s current research is “How does
socioeconomic status get under the skin? The work
we’re doing shows that it’s likely through the stressresponse pathways,” she reports.
McGrath will also be investigating how
neighbourhood factors contribute to children’s
lifestyle behaviours as part of her most recent
grant funded by CIHR.

“There’s fascinating work
McGrath is a passionate advocate

socioeconomic status changes over

for interdisciplinary public-health-

time, behaviours and phenomena get

intervention research.

ingrained during childhood,” she says.
“Low socioeconomic status during
early childhood not only affects child
health, it jeopardizes future health.”

Concordia University
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demonstrating that even if your

But where does personal responsibility
for one’s own wellbeing come into play?
J E N N I F E R M c G R AT H

McGrath says “the silver lining” is that
individual choices play a role, too.

McGrath looks to untangle how self-perception
may relate to health status.

However, she also points out that these
choices occur in the context of a larger societal

Most recently, she was awarded the inaugural

environment. “The society sets up access to different

PERFORM Chair in Childhood Preventive Health

things: services, green spaces to play in, access

and Data Science. McGrath has published more than

to fruits and vegetables. It’s about the safety and

40 peer-reviewed articles and with her students has

cohesion of your neighbourhood, socioeconomic

presented at over 100 conferences. She also won

status and thinking about income and equality.”

the Canadian Psychology Association’s Mentorship
Award in 2009 and was recently nominated to the
Royal Society of Canada College of New Scholars,
Artists and Scientists.

DOES
PERCEPTION
MATTER?
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‘CITIES WILL
BE CRUCIAL
IN THE
GLOBAL
FIGHT
AGAINST
CLIMATE
CHANGE’
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rban centres have long been the driving

One route is through establishing sustainable

forces that propel culture and the global

and substantial farming capabilities within urban

economy. Now, cities will have to take the

centres, as Ghana has done for irrigated vegetable

lead in responding to humanity’s greatest challenge:

production within its cities. Here in Montreal, Lufa

climate change.

Farms has demonstrated the potential for high-yield
rooftop farming.

Montreal is already taking action, says Paul
Shrivastava, a professor in the Department of
Management at Concordia’s John Molson School of

PAUL SHRIVA STAVA , CONCORDIA

Business and executive director of Future Earth.

PROFESSOR AND EXECUTIVE

In 2015 Future Earth released its five-year plan to

DIRECTOR OF FUTURE EARTH, HONES

strengthen infrastructure and develop an emergency
response to deal with catastrophic weather damage.

IN ON WHAT MONTREALERS C AN DO
We have to rethink our urban

leverage the expertise and know-how of

transportation systems to reduce our

the business and university communities

carbon footprint, says Shrivastava.

in urban centres to respond to the

Designing cities around cars is an

challenge of climate change. This type of

outdated model from a previous

big thinking was the aim of Montreal
Summit on Innovation.

Concordia University

Montreal is also looking into how to

Led by Concordia in collaboration with

century. Cities need to plan and
implement low-emission public
transportation and invest in bicycle
PA U L S H R I V A S T A V A

lanes and walkability.

Montreal’s Quartier de l’innovation
and the Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal,

Montreal has already announced an encouraging

this gathering was an important call to action on

initiative to add electric buses to the STM fleet.

finding ways to not only mitigate climate change but

Building on the lead of various European cities and

establish new pathways for collective prosperity

modelled on Montreal’s own Bixi bike share system,

and wellbeing.  

the Chinese city of Hangzhou has now established a
vast bike rental system of 66,500 vehicles.

Though national strategies are fundamental, shifting
to low-carbon economy will require a direct and

The expansion of scalable models into developing

massive contribution from cities, which in turn need

countries gives developed countries an opportunity

to be granted regulatory powers to implement

to export knowledge, while allowing the most at-risk

actions that will reduce carbon emissions.  

population to gain access to valuable resources.

Urban dwellers often depend on food products
that come from thousands of miles away. A move
to locally produced foods, in which small quantities
of food are collectively grown and produced, can
help mitigate the disruption of food supplies as a
result of extreme weather. A rethinking of the rural/
urban relationship to agriculture is also needed.
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t’s been a big year for aerospace

NSERC has awarded $1 million in funding over five

at Concordia.

years under its Chair in Design Engineering (CDE)
program for the NCADE. Contributions from

In an op-ed published in La Presse and the

industry sponsors will bring the total value of the

Montreal Gazette, Concordia professor Nadia

NCADE program to $4.4 million over five years.

Bhuiyan and green aviation expert Sylvain Cofsky
wrote that growth in air transport is inevitable, and

Catharine Marsden has been appointed senior

that we need to ensure it is also sustainable.

chair holder at Concordia. She will be responsible
for leading the development of innovative

This means embracing innovations that will allow

undergraduate aerospace design engineering

for greener air travel. The aerospace industry as a

curriculum, teaching and learning strategies and

whole can be credited with strong environmental

targeted postgraduate training and research.

stewardship but, with far more to achieve,
universities, governments and industry must continue

The NCADE approach will promote practical,

to collaborate to aggressively meet the needs of

hands-on experience and increased experiential

tomorrow, today.

learning through project-based content,
increased laboratory experiments

One example of such collaboration is

and the introduction of a final-year

the Concordia Institute for Aerospace

multidisciplinary Aircraft Design Project.

and Design Innovation (CIADI), which
brings together aerospace research
university and pursues a significant
amount of collaboration with industry.

David Ward

and education activities within the

In research news, a study from
Concordia might just level the playing
field for the costs of flight management
C AT H A R I N E M A R S D E N

CONCORDIA WELCOMES
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NEW CHAIR IN AEROSPACE
DESIGN ENGIN EERING

systems (FMS). For the airline industry,
the costs are not a problem. For the
owners of small personal aircraft, prices

can be prohibitive.
In a study published by the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics, Concordia researchers
Luis Rodrigues and Jesus Villarroel set out a

There, world-class researchers study the use of

mathematical formula that accurately recreates the

composite materials and advanced coatings in aircraft,

calculations an FMS makes for a cruising Airbus 320.

biofuels in aviation, waste reduction in design,
manufacturing and the supply chain, and improved

“Our formula can easily be adapted for smaller

airport operations, among other innovations.

aircraft — and then run in an app on a smartphone,”
says Rodrigues, who is an associate professor in the

Also at Concordia, a new Natural Sciences and

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC)

and a member of the CIADI.

Chair in Aerospace Design Engineering (NCADE) has
been established to ensure a continued increase in the
quality and quantity of design engineering graduates.

FOCUS ON
AEROSPACE
11

HONORÉ BEAUGRAND

Archives ville de montréal bm1_s5_p0111
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CONCORDIAN
JEAN-PHILIPPE
WARREN
WINS THE
GOVERNOR
GENERAL’S
AWARD

t was 10 years in the making — and worth

As a 19th-century newspaper baron in Montreal,

every minute. Jean-Philippe Warren’s engaging

Beaugrand was wealthy. Perhaps more importantly,

biography Honoré Beaugrand : La plume et l’épée

he was a liberal republican, an erudite world

(1848–1906) won the 2015 Governor General’s

traveller, an outspoken education reformer and

Award in the category of French non-fiction.

anti-cleric. He was also a champion of Quebec
sovereignty and a twice-elected city mayor in the

“Receiving this award is a huge honour,” says

late 1880s. That explains the metro stop bearing

Warren, a professor in the Department of Sociology

Beaugrand’s name.

and Anthropology and Concordia University
Research Chair for the Study of Quebec.

HIS BIOGRAPHY OF HONORÉ

“On this occasion, I cannot help but think

BEAUGRAND SHOWS AN

of the professors and colleagues who helped
me throughout my career. In particular,

INFLUENTIAL ‘MAN OF THE WORLD’

Concordia’s staff and faculty have been
extremely supportive. I cannot thank

Warren’s book is the first major

them enough.”

biography on Beaugrand. There is no
Beaugrand archive and it is believed

André Roy, dean of Concordia’s
was thrilled by the Governor General’s
Award announcement. “His book is an
astonishing accomplishment, and this
prestigious award is well deserved,”

Allen McEachern

Faculty of Arts and Science, says he

that his son-in-law purposefully
destroyed his private papers and letters.
Consequently, the research process for
the book was daunting.
JEAN-PHILIPPE
WA R R E N

Roy says.

“It meant reading 40 years’ worth

of daily and weekly newspapers — not only
newspapers in Montreal, where there were 10

As Warren explains, “Beaugrand’s achievements

dailies, but newspapers where he lived in New

have been neglected because he shatters every

England, Ottawa and Louisiana,” says Warren, who

image of French Canadians before the Quiet

credits Concordia’s librarians for their tireless help

Revolution, during the so-called Great Darkness

during his mission.

— when French Canadians were supposed to be
ignorant, conservative, bigoted, poor and miserable.

“He throws things into a different light,” says
Warren. “What I discovered is that he wasn’t a lone

“Beaugrand didn’t fit that picture. He wanted

radical, as we thought, but he had many followers.

universal, free, compulsory education and

We always thought of him as more of an intellectual,

suffrage for all. He was a man of the world. It was

but I learned the true extent of his wealth and

unimaginable that he existed, but he was the Guy

influence, which was enormous.”

Laliberté of his time.”
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ontrealers and visitors to the city are

“It is fitting that two close neighbours with

reaping the benefits of a new educational

overlapping missions and shared social values

partnership between the Montreal

strategically pool their talent and resources for

Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA) and Concordia.

educational advancement,” says Concordia President
Alan Shepard. “This groundbreaking partnership will

Professors at the university, including six from the

serve not only scholars, students and researchers

Faculty of Fine Arts, are currently developing the

but other Montreal communities as well.”

first in a series of courses and public programs in art
education, art history and creative arts therapies.

The museum approached Concordia with the

Eight new programs will be offered through the

idea of creating a partnership after it announced

MMFA’s new Michel de La Chenelière International

the construction of the new Michal and Renata

Atelier for Education and Art Therapy.

Hornstein Pavilion for Peace — expected to be

CONCORDIA RESEARCHERS ARE
WORKING WITH THE MONTREAL
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS TO DEVELOP
EDUC ATIONAL PROGRAMMING

completed in 2016.
“As a result of this collaboration, our permanent
collection will be enhanced by pedagogical content
designed by university researchers,” says Nathalie
Bondil, director and chief curator of the MMFA.
Rebecca Duclos, dean of Concordia’s Faculty of Fine
Arts, explains that collaborative research

They include a series of creative

endeavours are in line with the faculty’s

arts therapies workshops on suicide

goals to connect with, support and enrich

prevention, an art history course

the surrounding community.

that looks at interpretations of family
in fine art, a course that challenges
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issues surrounding social justice and
peace, a program that will allow

David Ross

students to study art and consider

“We share the same corner of
downtown, we care intensely about
the cultural life of Montrealers and we
REBECCA DUCLOS

people suffering from eating disorders

believe in the power of the arts to affect
the soul of a city,” says Duclos. “This is

to reflect on the impact of art exposure and art

more than a collaboration between Concordia and

therapy, an 18-credit graduate certificate program

the MMFA — it is an alliance, a shared vision, and we

and an art hive — a unique community studio space

commit to enriching civic life and the cultural health

— to be established at the museum.

of our communities.”

As well, Concordia’s Centre for Continuing
Education will carry on providing prospective
volunteer guides specific skills to help them facilitate
group learning in the museum’s collections.

A ‘GROUNDBREAKING’
PARTNERSHIP
TO SERVE THE
COMMUNITY
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IMPACTFUL RESEARCH ON SCIENCE AND HEALTH
According to new studies published in Nature Chemical Biology and PLoS ONE by Concordia’s Vincent
Martin, a professor of microbial genomics and engineering, and researchers at University of California,
Berkeley, yeast can be engineered to convert sugar to alkaloids — plant-derived compounds such as codeine
and morphine, naturally produced in the opium poppy.
With obesity rates on the rise, a timely study published in Preventive Medicine suggests that both poverty
and parenting style are important predictors of childhood obesity. Lisa Kakinami, the study’s lead author,
is an assistant professor in Concordia’s Department of Mathematics and Statistics in collaboration with the
PERFORM Centre.
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In their study published in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, professor Thien Thanh Dang-Vu, from
Concordia’s Center for Studies in Behavioral Neurobiology and PERFORM Centre, and psychology professor
Jean-Philippe Gouin found students showing a lower amount of a particular pattern of brain waves called
sleep spindles were more at risk for developing insomnia.
Experts from several institutions including Concordia found that asthma sufferers who engaged in optimal
levels of physical activity on a regular basis were nearly two-and-a-half times more likely to have good
control of their symptoms, compared with those who did no exercise. Simon Bacon, a professor in the
Department of Exercise Science, was the study’s lead author.
While children born with disorders of sex development (DSD) certainly face challenges, Concordia
researchers have confirmed that these go far beyond the physical. In a paper published in the journal
Hormone and Metabolic Research, psychology professor William M. Bukowski and his co-authors examined
the potential effects these disorders can have on children’s and adolescents’ peer relationships.

Thinkstock

YEAR IN
REVIEW

In a paper recently published in the journal Biological Conservation, a research team, led by graduate student
Noa Davidai and including biology professor Jean-Philippe Lessard, showed that protecting natural
habitats in systems that are highly modified by humans could help struggling bat populations.
A study, published in the online journal Sexual Medicine, conducted by Jim Pfaus, a professor in Concordia’s
Department of Psychology, alongside a researcher from UCLA, shows that viewing sexual films or porn is
unlikely to cause erectile problems and may even help sexual arousal.
A study in Developmental Science showed that children exposed to two languages have different expectations
than those who are monolingual. Psychology professor Krista Byers-Heinlein and undergrad Bianca
Garcia found that certain bilingual kids are more likely to understand that what one learns, rather than what
one is born with, makes up a person’s psychology.
The law only does so much, a study published in Nicotine & Tobacco Research shows. It found no significant
change in home smoking habits in the aftermath of a ban. Yet the presence of a non-smoker did help. “The
social network seems to be more of a factor than the law,” says Concordia researcher Sylvia Kairouz, an
associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.
There are many benefits to being supported by a social network. In a study published in Annals of Behavioral
Medicine, Jean-Philippe Gouin, a Concordia psychology professor, tracked a group of international
students following a move to Montreal. The results showed that those who managed to build a better
support network were healthier overall.
Difficult circumstances often bring people closer together. Yet a new study from the Personality, Aging,
and Health Lab at Concordia published in Health Psychology found that the onset of chronic illness often
results in sufferers feeling lonelier — even for those who have had a steady partner for 50 years or more.
Concordia’s Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies (MIGS) sent a team to
Canada’s first ever #DiploHack Challenge to explore how new technologies can address challenges linked to
armed conflict. The MIGS team proposed a digital platform called Chorus that would allow women to report
rape online and connect with medical professionals.

BIOLOGY
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IMPACTFUL RESEARCH ON ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY
To limit climate change, our dependence on fossil fuels must be reversed. In a study published in Technology, a
team led by Concordia engineering professor Muthukumaran Packirisamy described their invention of a
new energy source: a power cell that harnesses electrical energy from the photosynthesis and respiration of
blue-green algae.
In a paper published in Building and Environment, recent doctoral graduate Lexuan Zhong and her
supervisor Fariborz Haghighat, a professor with the Department of Building, Civil and Environmental
Engineering, reported finding the chemical by-product Formaldehyde, a known human carcinogen, in their
independent testing of an air filter called photocatalytic oxidation (PCO).
In a study published in IEEE Transactions on Electromagnetic Compatibility, researchers from the Faculty
of Engineering and Computer Science assessed the risk that a medical device will malfunction when
radio waves from portable devices are present in a hospital room. They found that the designated minimum
separation distance (MSD) does work and should be implemented.
Centralizing water regulation is not the best way to get safe drinking water, a Concordia researcher finds.
A paper published in the International Journal of Water by civil engineering graduate Ryan Calder found that
tighter regulation at the federal level would not likely improve outcomes. Resources should instead be put
toward insuring access to safe water.
Thanks to new research from Concordia, long delays on the airport runway could be significantly reduced. A
study published in the Journal of Aircraft by mechanical engineering professor Georgios Vatistas described
a new mathematical tool that will help improve the present standards for the separation distance between
planes, a major cause of delays.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Thinkstock
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MUSIC'S EFFECT ON DEVELOPMENT

IMPACTFUL RESEARCH ON BUSINESS, ARTS AND SOCIETY
In the book Youth Practices in Digital Arts and New Media, Juan Carlos Castro, an associate professor in the
Department of Art Education, and Martin Lalonde investigated how an after-school program in Quebec is
revolutionizing learning for at-risk youth by using social media as a teaching tool.
The ongoing work of Concordia researchers Christine Beckett, an associate professor in the Department
of Music, and Virginia Penhune, chair of the Department of Psychology, with the International Laboratory
for Brain, Music and Sound Research suggests that music has a significant effect on brain development.
In a study published in the Journal of Retailing, Concordia marketing professor Onur Bodur investigated how
offline consumer behaviour is influenced by online price comparison sites. His results show that consumers
pay careful attention to things like retailer ratings, how often a product is offered at the same price and
differing price levels.
Results from a study co-authored by Gad Saad, a marketing professor at Concordia, published in The Journal
of Business Research, showed that people from individualist societies generate more ideas compared to their
collectivist counterparts — though the cultures were nearly equal in terms of the quality of that creative output.
Will authoritarianism be abandoned in Middle Eastern nations? In a study published in Political Research
Quarterly, Ceren Belge, an associate professor in the Department of Political Science, found that among
largely secular current regimes, religious minorities tend to be more supportive of authoritarianism, and
linguistic minorities less so.
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STANDOUT FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS
John Capobianco, a professor in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Concordia University
Research Chair in nanoscience, received one of the highest honours in his field, becoming a fellow at the
Royal Society of Chemistry. His work at his Lanthanide Research Group aims to improve drug delivery.
The Alpine Garden MisGuide, developed by Jill Didur, chair of Concordia’s Department of English, is a free
smartphone app available in English and French. Created for Montreal’s Jardin Botanique, it teaches users
about the history of alpine gardening and was designed and programmed by Concordia graduate Ian Arawjo.
Fenwick McKelvey, an assistant professor in the Department of Communication Studies, teamed up
with the Canadian Internet Registration Authority to create the CA Internet Performance Test. It will help
Canadians evaluate their internet connections and could help build a better web.
Muthukumaran Packirisamy, a professor in Concordia’s Department of Mechanical and Industrial
Engineering, has dedicated his life to the miniaturization of healthcare diagnostic tools. In 2015 he won
membership in the prestigious Royal Society of Canada’s College of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists.
In 2010, Concordia professor Hashem Akbari helped found the Global Cool Cities Alliance (GCCA).
Today, GCCA works with cities to adopt measures against heat islands, which means transforming roofs
and pavement into white or lighter colours. Montreal is already on the path to becoming a cool city, with
regulations adopted by several of the city’s boroughs.
Geneviève Cadieux, an associate professor in Concordia’s Department of Studio Arts, has joined an elite
group of six artists selected by Canada Post to represent 150 years of Canadian photography. Her 1992
work “La Voie lactée” (“The Milky Way”) is the third of a five-year series of stamps.
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François-Marc Gagnon, a distinguished research fellow and the founding director of the Gail and Stephen
A. Jarislowsky Institute for Studies in Canadian Art, was named an Officer of the Ordre national du Québec.
Gagnon was recognized as a leading expert on Les Automatistes, a group of Québécois artistic dissidants.
Yuan Wang, an assistant professor at the John Molson School of Business, and Saifur Rahaman, each
won a prestigious Petro-Canada Young Innovator Award, a $10,000 research grant. Wang’s project confirms
that debt liquidity — how easily a bond can be traded — is a significant determinant of the cost of debt.
Rahaman’s project shows how reverse osmosis (RO) has become the most versatile and efficient technique
to produce fresh water from saline water and other waste water.

LIBRARY TRANSFORMATION

THINKING ABOUT OUR FUTURE
In a study published in the Annals of Global Health, Concordia political science professor Peter Stoett
and co-authors reviewed the links between climate change, the processes leading to greenhouse gas
emissions and health outcomes. The study says transdisciplinary solutions are necessary to help us adapt
to global warming.
Damon Matthews, associate professor in the Department of Geography, Planning and Environment,
reported from the World Science Forum. He sees a need to actively engage on questions of how climate
change research can be used to inform not just action on global warming but also how we address other
sustainable development goals.
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Now complete, phase 1 of the R. Howard Webster Library transformation offers new features that
enhance Concordia students’ learning experience. Improvements include two large, enclosed reading rooms,
a large collaborative space that contains three group-study rooms, the Friends of the Library Room, a
multifunctional room and a visualization studio.
Two Curriculum Innovation Fund projects are rethinking design and exploring entertainment technology.
William Lynch and Nawwaf Kharma, of the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
transformed a design course in which students created smartphone apps. Sudhir Mudur, of the
Department of Computer Science and Software Engineering, created a diploma in Entertainment Technology.
Every term, nearly 700 students from more than 30 undergraduate and graduate programs join Concordia’s
Institute for Co-operative Education. Now, thanks to a new blended learning curriculum developed
by Co-op’s student learning and professional development team, students can complete most of their initial
training and skill-building remotely.

WELCOME TO NEW RESIDENCIES
Greg Adelstein, GrDip 92, founding president of iGotcha Media, was the first businessperson to fill the
role of entrepreneur-in-residence for the National Bank Initiative in Entrepreneurship and Family Business.
Montreal-based novelist, playwright and Gemini Award-winning actor Ann-Marie MacDonald was the first
to adopt the role of Mordecai Richler writer-in-residence.
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ANNOUNCING NEW APPOINTMENTS
Rebecca Taylor Duclos joined Concordia as dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts for a five-year mandate. An
accomplished scholar and academic leader, Duclos brings an interdisciplinary mindset and a strong international
profile to the position. Previously, she was dean of Graduate Studies at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Isabel Dunnigan joined Concordia’s Centre for Continuing Education for a five-year appointment as director.
Her leadership and experience will support the centre’s ongoing mission to provide traditional and innovative
programming. The centre is poised to expand its offerings and reach out to new student populations.

mika goodfriend

MIKA GOODFRIEND

EXCELLING STUDENTS
Daniel Horen Greenford’s master’s thesis project, run out of the Concordia Climate Science, Impacts
and Mitigation Studies Lab, calculates national contributions to climate change using his own formalizations
of greenhouse gas emissions. His accounting method captures the effects of trade and allocates emissions
embodied in goods to trading partners.
Ioana Radu from the PhD Humanities Program was the latest recipient of the $1,000 Stand-Out Graduate
Research Award. Her thesis looks at the processes of decolonization in Indigenous communities. It also
explores the role of culture in healing for Aboriginal Canadians.
Two graduate students at Concordia — Marie-Ève Drouin-Gagné and Mika Goodfriend — joined the
ranks of some of the world’s most promising academics after winning the Fulbright award. Drouin-Gagné’s
project concerns Indigenous programs of higher education. For his project, Goodfriend takes on the role of
visual anthropologist in Deerfield Beach, Fla.
Concordia’s three new Vanier Scholars are budding experts in their field. Laura Broley researches math
education to better align undergraduate students’ experiences with today’s profession. Ilona Jurkonytė
studies the little-known history of Lithuanian film. Xavier de Carné de Carnavalet’s research topic is
information security, more specifically encryption.
Mehdi Sabzalian’s team won first place at the 2015 Caltech Space Challenge. The jury included engineers
from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, SpaceX, Lockheed Martin and Caltech. Sabzalian, a Concordia
engineering undergrad, was one of just 32 students selected for the challenge from among 240 applicants.
In August 2015, Concordia became the first university at which students can order their reduced-fare OPUS
cards online and receive them by mail. This efficient process began as a student project. Anthony Boulos
— an industrial engineering undergrad — came up with the innovative proposal for his Technical Writing and
Communication class.
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Coached by experts from District 3, Charles-Éric Gascon, BComm 12, Mikhail Levkovsky, BEng
13, and Cristian Asenjo, BEng 13, received backing from Y Combinator, the world’s biggest business
accelerator. Y Combinator invested $120,000 in their company, Spoil, an online gift concierge.
Concordia student Jesse Carmichael was among 10 recipients of the Futures Fund Scholarship for
Exemplary Leadership. Established by Canada’s Outstanding CEO of the Year, the $5,500 grant recognizes
the academic and extracurricular efforts of Canadian university business students. Deans at 10 schools
selected the winners based on their achievements and leadership record.
Nima Jalalvandi, a student majoring in finance at the John Molson School of Business, created a file-sharing
app for law firms to manage litigation timetables. Law firms all over Quebec, including some multinationals,
have already implemented the first version of the program, called Lexop.

RECOGNITION FOR ALUMNI
Catherine Dubeau, BFA 15, won Air Canada’s 2015 enRoute Film Festival prize for Achievement in
Animation for her graduation film Kaleidoscope. As part of the prize, Dubeau received an all-expenses paid trip
to the 2016 Berlinale (the Berlin film festival), where Kaleidoscope will screen.
Abbas Akhavan, BFA 04, landed one of the most distinguished awards in contemporary Canadian art, the
$50,000 Sobey Art Award. The award is conferred annually to an established artist aged 40 or under. This
year, seven Concordia students and alumni were longlisted for the award.
Angela Grauerholz, MFA 82, won the $50,000 Scotiabank Photography Award, which celebrates
excellence in Canadian contemporary photography. A native of Hamburg, Germany, Grauerholz moved to
Montreal in 1976 and enrolled in Concordia’s Master of Fine Arts program.
The American Political Science Association announced Mona Tajali, PhD 14, as the winner for the best
dissertation on women and politics. Tajali earned her doctorate from Concordia’s Humanities PhD Program.
Her thesis looks at the ways women in two different Muslim contexts actively organize and campaign in politics.
Anita Anand, BA 85, won the Quebec Writers’ Federation’s $2,000 Concordia University First Book Prize
for her Swing in the House and Other Stories (Véhicule Press). Anand’s short story collection features rocky
marriages, feuding siblings and racism — informed by her experiences as an Indo-Canadian.
Rhonda Mullins, MA 96, won the Governor General’s Literary Award for her translation of Twenty-One
Cardinals (Jocelyne Saucier’s Les héritiers de la mine). Mullins, is an award-winning, nationally recognized
translator. She was a finalist for the same award three times in recent years.
Born in Mexico City, Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, BSc 89, has played a pivotal role in shaping Canada’s global
reputation in media arts. In light of his contributions, he was a recipient of the prestigious Governor General’s
Award in Visual and Media Arts. His work is featured in institutions including the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.
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STINGERS UNITED
#STINGERSUNITED

MOVING UP IN INTERNATIONAL RANKINGS
Concordia again improved in the Quacquarelli Symonds World University Rankings, rising to the 411420 range. It also ranked in the 401-500 category for the British-based Times Higher Education World
University Rankings. For Maclean’s University Rankings, Concordia moved up to 10th place among the
15 Canadian comprehensive universities examined by the publication.

COMPETING AMONG THE BEST
John Molson School of Business undergraduate students continued to thrive in business-oriented case
competitions on the regional, national and international levels. In the 2014-15 academic year, its teams
participated in 27 competitions, won 18 gold medals, 20 silver medals, five bronze medals and 10 other awards.
The Concordia the team home first place at the second annual Engineering and Commerce Case
Competition. The team consisted of engineering students Alexandra Meikleham and Keerthana Kodeeswaran
and business students Serena Feeney and Jordan Lennen.

ATHLETIC HEIGHTS
Stronger, cooler, sleeker and, most importantly, united. That’s the message behind the new Concordia
Stingers brand, logo and uniforms. The new logo retains the traditional yellow and burgundy colors —
respecting the history and influence of the university’s founding institutions, Loyola College and Sir George
Williams University — complete with stripes and a stinger.
Rastko Popovic, BComm 05, is the new head coach of the Concordia Stingers men’s basketball program. He
was an exceptional shooting guard with the team from 2001 to 2006. He started his successful coaching career in
2003. Popovic steps in after the retirement of John Dore, BSc 75, who held the position for 26 seasons and led
the Stingers to win the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) championship in 1990.
Concordia Stingers captain Olivier Hinse won the Guy Lafleur Award of Excellence, presented annually to a
Quebec university hockey player for excellent athletics, academics and leadership, and the Dr. Randy Gregg Award
as the Canadian university men’s hockey player who best combines athletics, academics and community service.
Other athletic accomplishments included:
•

JMSB student and Canada synchronized swim team captain Marie-Lou Morin won gold at the
Pan American Games

•

Psychology student Ecaterina Guica won silver in judo at the Pan American Games

•

Concordia Fine Arts student Carol-Ann Ware and her teammate won gold for the 10-metre
synchronized dive at the Universiade (World University Games)

•

Economics undergrad Isaac Bouckley won two silver medals in swimming at the Parapan Am Games
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BEYOND
THE
HEADLINES
THINKING OUT LOUD
CONVERSATION SERIES
28

#CUtalks
#TOL

“I think that some of the most significant changes to result from a given emergent
technology will be entirely unanticipated by the people who bring it forth.”
— William Gibson, Canadian-American science fiction writer and essayist

“All men should do drag at some point. Gay, straight, whatever. They should learn
how uncomfortable it is to be the woman they’re expecting women to be.”
— Panti Bliss, Irish drag queen and gay rights activist

“Artists do have a voice still, we can make a change begin to happen.
This is our job. It’s not just to sit and be nice, quiet little poets.
We can make a statement socially.”
— Joseph Boyden, novelist and winner of the 2014 edition of CBC’s Canada Reads

“The way I feel doing radio is that time is a very valuable real estate,
so you kind of want to trim experience down as you would some bonsai bush,
to its essence somehow.”
— Jonathan Goldstein, MA 99, broadcaster and author,
and former producer and host of CBC Radio’s Wiretap

“Inhibition of inhibition is excitation. Anything that is vice-ridden is full of that
inhibition of inhibition. You know you shouldn’t, but you really want to.”
— James Pfaus, professor in Concordia’s Department of Psychology
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THINKING
OUT LOUD:

CO N CO R D I A E X PE RT S S T I M U L AT E
PROVO C AT I V E A N D T I M E LY CO N V E R S AT I O N S
oncordia’s popular and stimulating Thinking Out Loud
Conversation Series was back in 2015 to connect research
and creative activity at Concordia with timely topics of
interest to the public.
The year’s four Globe and Mail conversations went beyond the headlines
and sound bites to dig deeper into subjects like gender and identity, the
future of technology and we how we tell stories.
The conversations’ extended and relaxed format included an hour-long
discussion between a Concordia professor, invited guest and moderator,
followed by a question and answer period. The professors brought
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recognition to the university with their expertise, wit and openness.

concordia.ca/talks

#CUtalks
#TOL

For the second year, Concordia also partnered with The Walrus magazine and participated in three
Walrus Talks. These events saw six outstanding Concordia faculty join some of the country’s
brightest minds in Calgary, Ottawa and Toronto to riff on vice, play and being human.
Again, our researchers’ enthusiasm, originality and knowledge reflected the exciting learning environment at a next generation university like Concordia.
Concordia’s participation in these events and our professors’ intellectual contributions to discussions of public relevance are a boon to the university’s reputation. This conversation series shows
that Concordia and its faculty are open to addressing difficult subjects, answering provocative
questions and willing to share their findings and ideas with the world.
For more information on Thinking Out Loud, or to watch the videos of the 2015 conversations
and talks, visit concordia.ca/talks and thewalrus.ca/category/tv/the-walrus-talks.

DIGITAL LIFE,
DIGITAL IDENTITY

decided by an unseen entity? How autonomous
are we in the exchange of information? “We are
all slightly subject to a social experiment now. One

Where are we going with technology — or where is

where the experimenters have limited purview in

technology taking us?

what the actual effects will be,” said McKelvey.

In the first Globe and Mail conversation of 2015,

Gibson agreed. “I think that some of the most

Canadian-American science fiction novelist William

significant changes to result from a given emergent

Gibson and Concordia’s Fenwick McKelvey, an

technology will be entirely unanticipated by the

internet researcher and assistant professor in

people who bring it forth.”

the Department of Communication Studies,
explored the complex relationship between digital

The pair also discussed the issue of access to

technologies and selfhood.

technology. Gibson said the internet is “global, but
it’s still very localized.” He pointed out that many

McKelvey and Gibson began the discussion by

people in the world still don’t have regular access

addressing the ways connectivity is changing how

to it.

we live. For McKelvey, it makes sense to understand
ourselves as simultaneously digital and real. “We’re

Technologies, innovations and companies are always

all basically cyborgs,” he said.

waiting to supplant one another. It’s an endless cycle.
In our digital world, it’s hard to follow the money

Gibson imagines future generations will view us as

generated by technology. It’s also hard to know

having been very isolated. “If connectivity continues

where our data goes. “Why is Facebook or Twitter

to increase, people won’t be alone,” he said.

valuable? It’s not the company themselves but the

Gibson points out that already young people today

fact that all of us are working for them in a way. As

aren’t alone very often at all. Yet being alone isn’t

labourers, what rights do we have?” asked McKelvey.

always a bad thing. Will we seek solitary moments
in the future, or instead accept that we don’t have

For future thinking about digital technology,

those anymore?

McKelvey said it’s crucial that we remember to
consider structural issues of race, class and gender.
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With regard to our attention spans, McKelvey
pointed out that the current transition from

To watch the video of Digital Life, Digital Identity, visit

broadcasting media to social media is also changing

concordia.ca/talks.

how we attend to things. How much are we in
control of what we see and how much is being

ERIN ANDERSSEN,
WILLIAM GIBSON AND
F E N W I C K M C K E LV E Y

Bliss said that people are “discombobulated” by
those who perform a gender they weren’t given
at birth. “People are made uncomfortable by
somebody who challenges their simple assumptions
about life.”
O’Toole pointed out that from birth, gender defines
and controls the kind of person you are. Western
culture tells women that they are the peacocks.
They are looked at suspiciously when they don’t
use tools like makeup and clothes to express
their femininity.
Gender is policed to the extent that a man wearing
a pink shirt can be considered gay. As with their
appearance, men are expected to be dull and
emotionally stoic. “It’s unfair for both men and
PANTI BLISS AND EMER O’TOOLE

women,” said Bliss. “I’m saying, ‘Fuck you. I want
to peacock for a bit, and I like putting on all this
stuff sometimes.’”

GENDER PERFORMED

Yet, as Bliss pointed out, women don’t necessarily
have the freedom to make that choice. “Our culture
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“It is fun and it is play, but drag tells us that the

still treats women as the weaker sex, and for a man

costumes we wear that are supposed to signify a

to dress like a woman is considered demeaning,”

natural gender identity, are really just that. They’re

she said.

really just costumes,” said Emer O’Toole, assistant
professor in Concordia’s School of Canadian

On the other hand, when a woman dresses like a

Irish Studies, at the second Thinking Out Loud

man, she sometimes gains respect.

conversation.
Both suggest we practise challenging gender norms.
O’Toole invited Panti Bliss, Irish drag queen and gay

“All men should do drag at some point. Gay,

rights activist, to Concordia to discuss the political

straight, whatever,” said Bliss. “They should learn

potential of drag. Bliss made headlines in January

how uncomfortable it is to be the woman they’re

2014 for calling out certain media stars for being

expecting women to be.”

homophobic.
To watch the video of Gender Performed, visit
concordia.ca/talks.

STORYTELLING IDENTITY

Boyden said it’s up to writers to be competitive,
to be hard on themselves and one another to

Novelist Joseph Boyden found his voice as a writer

create relevant pieces of work. He also encourages

when he turned to what he knew for the foundation

emerging writers to delve into related media.

of his first story: his mother’s Indigenous heritage.

He himself wrote a ballet in 2014 for the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet and the Truth and Reconciliation

Kate Sterns, an associate professor in Concordia’s

Commission of Canada. “Don’t turn down the

Department of English and a novelist, started

opportunities that scare you because they can only

writing seriously when asked to profile someone

make you stronger,” Boyden said.

she was acquainted with.
“Literature is a conversation. It is Joyce talking to
Boyden, whose third novel, The Orenda (2013), was

Homer, Shakespeare talking to Ovid. Woolf talking

shortlisted for the Governor-General’s Award for

to Chekhov, and so forth. What I’m worried about

fiction, and Sterns came together for a discussion

is that that conversation isn’t happening with the

about the complex relationship between storytelling

breadth that it has happened,” said Sterns.

and who we are. “It was so exciting because I was
exploring this part of who I am that my family, we,

To watch the video of Storytelling Identity, visit

didn’t talk about,” said Boyden.

concordia.ca/talks.

Sterns pointed out that Boyden was writing about
something he felt passionate about and knew.
He could start with what he already understood,
and from there he was free to invent. Sterns isn’t
impressed with today’s publishing world. She’s also
bored by most contemporary fiction (excluding
Boyden’s). “I suppose it is my age, but also the idea
that you have to have the next new thing. Writers
are not allowed to develop,” she said.

JOSEPH BOYDEN AND KATE STERNS
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ERICA LEHRER

On his show Wiretap, Goldstein invited listeners
to eavesdrop on a mix of funny, thoughtful
and unpredictable stories and conversations.
“I can present people that I think are interesting
or intriguing, but I want to basically present
them through the frame of my perception,”
explained Goldstein.
So what is the difference between the personal and
the private? For Goldstein the private is something
raw, and the personal involves an act of sculpting.
For Lehrer, as an academic, the divide isn’t so much

CURATING LIFE

public versus personal or private, but rather selfindulgent versus relevant.

How do we carve out what is private, personal

“The way I feel doing radio is that time is a very

and public?

valuable real estate, so you kind of want to trim
experience down as you would some bonsai bush, to

That was the question tackled by Jonathan

its essence somehow,” said Goldstein about curation.

Goldstein, MA 99, a broadcaster and author who
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was the long-time producer and host of the popular

Lehrer revealed that some of the most difficult

CBC radio show Wiretap, and Erica Lehrer associate

moments of her career have been sharing her

professor in Concordia’s Department of History

work with the people that populate it, ethnographic

and Department of Sociology and Anthropology.

subjects who became friends.

As an ethnographer, Lehrer studies Holocaust

To watch the video of Curating Life, visit

memory and Jewish memory, particularly in Poland.

concordia.ca/talks.

Her book Jewish Poland Revisited: Heritage Tourism in
Unquiet Places is based on many trips to that country.
Lehrer, who’s also Canada Research Chair in PostConflict Memory, Ethnography, and Museology,
includes personal experience in her research for
reasons to do with both politics and perspective.
She wants to own that she’s filtering whatever she’s
reporting through her viewpoint. “The personal is
not as personal as we think it is,” she said. “Even
our most personal life stories, the emotions we feel,
are structured by much larger systems of politics,
culture and economics.”

THE WALRUS TALKS

For Lafrance, one thing we share with every
other human is that we live in skin. He discussed

The three Walrus Talks of 2015 were held in

our complex relationship with our largest organ.

Ottawa, Toronto and Calgary. For each, two

“The skin is characterized by an inherent in-

Concordia professors joined other thought leaders

betweenness,” he said, yet also fragile, it bruises,

to give seven-minute presentations on the topic of

scars and wrinkles. “It is ground zero of perception

play, vice or being human.

and sensation.”

The Walrus Talks Vice, in Calgary, included James

The Walrus Talks Play event in Toronto included

Pfaus, professor in Concordia’s Department of

Lynn Hughes, an associate professor in the

Psychology, and Viviane Namaste, a professor at

Department of Studio Arts, and Concordia

the Simone de Beauvoir Institute and Concordia

University Research Chair in Interaction Design

University Research Chair in HIV/AIDS and

and Games Innovation, and Jason Edward Lewis,

Sexual Health.

a professor in the Department of Design and
Computation Arts, and Concordia University

In his humorous talk, Pfaus looked

Research Chair in Computational

at the relationship between our

Media and the Indigenous

brain and body, and vice. “Inhibition

Future Imaginary.

of inhibition is excitation,” he said.
Hughes, a former artist, now

of that inhibition of inhibition. You

thinks about play and makes

know you shouldn’t, but you really

games. She said that the game

want to.”

industry looks a lot like the film

Namaste used different cases in
Canada to address the history
of vice, particularly in relation

Concordia University

“Anything that is vice ridden is full

industry, with everything from
“big, often violent, formulaic
blockbusters… all the way to
JIM PFAUS

radically experimental games.”

to women, sex and prostitution.
“Changes in the regulation of vice don’t eradicate

Lewis sees science fiction as a sandbox for what we

it,” Namaste said. “But they certainly impact the

want to become, although it usually fails to include

working conditions of women in the sex trade.”

Indigenous people. “After we’ve developed stories
that centre our [Indigenous] selves in the narrative,

The Walrus Talks Being Human event in Ottawa

we can bring those stories into play with a wider

featured Marc Lafrance, an assistant professor in

conversation about where we as an entire species

the Department of Sociology and Anthropology,

are going,” she said.

and Zeynep Arsel, an associate professor in the
Department of Marketing, and Concordia University

To watch clips from The Walrus Talks, visit

Research Chair in Consumption and Markets.

thewalrus.ca/category/tv/the-walrus-talks.

Arsel addressed that important marker of being
human: taste, how we relate to objects, art and
spaces. “Popular culture is full of narratives, or
taste regimes, that orchestrate our daily practice,”
said Arsel. “Martha Stewart’s empire is one.
Oprah is another.”
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upport from generous donors allows Concordia to expand its mission and advance
big thinking among students and researchers who tackle today’s important questions.
Annually, Concordia benefits from more than 10,000 gifts — ranging in size and purpose
— that propel achievements in labs, studios, libraries or on playing fields. This figure
is a reflection of confidence in the university’s mission, pride in Concordia and its
contribution to society, and alumni gratitude.
Thanks to ongoing philanthropic commitments from alumni, corporate leaders, faculty,
staff, parents, retirees, friends and even students themselves, Concordia continues to
define the next-generation university.

research, academic programs and other
projects, and university activities.
Here’s a snapshot of where those gifts
were earmarked:
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* Funds raised for research centres, such as the Azrieli Institute of Israel
Studies, Centre Desjardins d'innovation en Financement d'Entreprises,
as well as to support overall research activities of the university.
** Funds raised for an academic program or project, such as the School
of Canadian Irish Studies Program, the Sustainable Investment
Professional Certification Program, or La Ruche d'Art Community
Studio Project Fund.
*** Funds raised to support general activities for a particular faculty or
department, such as the Faculty of Fine Arts Development Fund or the
Psychology Department Endowment Fund.

REPORT
ON

GIVING

CELEBRATING CONCORDIA’S
PHILANTHROPIC COMMUNITY
At the inaugural Chancellor’s Builders Dinner,
Concordia celebrated how decades of private

support of public education has given the university
momentum. Held November 24 at the Montreal
Science Centre and hosted by Chancellor
Jonathan Wener, BComm 71, the event
honoured philanthropists for advancing teaching,
research and student life. CTV Montreal News
reporter Aphrodite Salas, MA 99, emceed the

PATRICK KENNY, VICE-PRESIDENT, CLIENT RELATIONSHIPS, CQG, AND

special event, which featured presentations by

BRAM FREEDMAN, VICE PRESIDENT, ADVANCEMENT AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS
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Concordia researchers, students and alumni.
$800,000 for the scholarships. The event was a

KEY EVENTS
The 12th annual Concordia Golf Classic

tribute to its namesake Ned Goodman, LLD 97,
the visionary philanthropist behind the Goodman
Institute of Investment Management.

tournament, held September 21, raised $267,000 for
student scholarships and bursaries. We thank

Concordia President Alan Shepard helped bid

co-chairs Stéphane Achard, BComm 87, MBA

farewell to Brian O’Neill Gallery, BA 57, LLD

94, Luigi Liberatore, Louis Tanguay, BComm

10, founding chair and principal fundraiser for the

75, André Desmarais, BComm 78, LLD 07, and

Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, at its

James Cherry for helping surpass the previous goal.

board meeting in September. Pamela McGovern
was appointed the new chair. The foundation has

Advancing the next generation of Goodman

raised several million dollars since its inception

Institute of Investment Management

in 1999 and continues to raise funds annually.

professionals, a John Molson School of Business

It donates in excess of $500,000 each year to

fundraiser gala held in Toronto on June 3, raised

Concordia’s School of Canadian Irish Studies.

AT THE CHANCELLOR’S BUILDERS DINNER, HELD AT THE MONTRÉAL SCIENCE CENTRE ON
NOVEMBER 24, ARE CONCORDIA PRESIDENT ALAN SHEPARD, NORMAN HÉBERT JR., CHAIR OF
CONCORDIA’S BOARD OF GOVERNORS, AND CONCORDIA CHANCELLOR JONATHAN WENER.
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REASONS TO GIVE

“My late father, Norman Sr., saw several of his loved

“Research funding from government agencies,

ones do well by their Concordia studies —

foundations, corporations and individuals allows our

myself included. Our success inspired my dad to

undergraduate and graduate students and research

provide what some prospective students have

programs to prosper. In 2015 we had our best year

trouble finding — a chance. He provided financial

for research funding, attracting $45.7 million. We

support that improved their lives as students and

still have more capacity, which is why one of our

future leaders. Our university is blessed with two

new strategic directions is to double our research.”

incredible campuses that have flourished. Our

Alan Shepard, President, Concordia University,
Chancellor’s Builders Dinner, November 24, 2015

builders helped grow our roots into a modern
university.”
Norman Hébert Jr., BComm 77, Chair, Concordia’s

“As donors, we contribute to Concordia so that

Board of Governors, Chancellor’s Builders Dinner,

the university can advance big thinking: for teaching,

November 24, 2015

research and scholarships. As builders, we also
enable something that’s a bit more intangible, and

"The nature of the arts — and the role of our

a bit harder to see from the outside: experiences.

educational institutions as a nexus for the creative

Concordia’s success is snowballing, and we need to

community in Montreal — means that while our

keep that momentum going. There are many causes

support might be targeted it cannot help but ripple

more at Concordia to support, many things more

out into the city at large.”
Claudine and Stephen Bronfman, Montreal

to build.”
Jonathan Wener, BComm 71, Chancellor,

philanthropists and donors to the Claudine and

Concordia University, Chancellor’s Builders Dinner,

Stephen Bronfman Fellowships in Contemporary Art

November 24, 2015

MAJOR GIFTS
ANNOUNCED IN 2015
A major gift from Robert Briscoe, BSc 67, MBA
73, to the John Molson School of Business will
help establish the Bob and Raye Briscoe Centre
in Business Ownership Studies. It will also fund
two new scholarships through the Bob and Raye
Briscoe Endowment for Student Awards in Business

Sebastian Van Berkom, BComm 69, gave
$1 million to the John Molson School of Business
to establish the Van Berkom Small-Cap Investment
Management Program, offering students hands-on
experience managing small-cap portfolios —

Joe Dresdner

Ownership Studies.

SEBASTIAN VAN BERKOM (RIGHT), BCOMM 69, WITH JOHN MOLSON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
STUDENTS AT THE ANNOUNCMENT OF HIS $1 MILLION GIFT IN FEBRUARY 2015.

with real money.
Professional artist Susan Stromberg, BA
Denver-based data analytics and trading technology

74, made a planned gift to create a scholarship

provider CQG donated $1.6 million in software

designated to help female students in the

licensing to the John Molson School of Business.

Department of Studio Arts, where she has also
begun donating her collection of art books.

Representing the largest-ever gift to Concordia’s
Department of Journalism, $650,000 from

Montreal-based construction firm Samcon made

broadcaster Sportsnet, owned by Rogers Media,

a $300,000 donation to help launch the Sam and

will create 15 annual scholarships.

Diana Scalia Sustainable Built Environment and Real
Estate Program. It will be housed within the John

A $175,000 gift from graduate Brian Neysmith,

Molson School of Business’s David O’Brien Centre

BSc 66, secured the launch of the Concordia

for Sustainable Enterprise.

University Press, a groundbreaking Concordia
Libraries initiative to promote the free exchange of

The Dobson Foundation renewed its support of

scholarly knowledge. It will become one of the few

the Dobson Practicum program and increased its

open-access scholarly publishers in North America.

donation to $325,000. The extracurricular program

The gift also funds the Carolyn and Brian Neysmith

caters to student entrepreneurs with a clear concept

Graduate Fellowships and, together with a $50,000

who are working on a business plan.

donation from his brother John Neysmith,
BComm 68, BA 72, created the Neysmith Family

In memory of the late professor emeritus Jaleel

Undergraduate Bursaries.

Ahmad, Aqueil Ahmad made a significant gift
to establish a scholarship for students of the

Professor of Building, Civil, and Environmental

Department of Economics, where his brother

Engineering Oscar Pekau’s $250,000 gift to the

taught for over 40 years.

Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science
created an endowment for five scholarships for

Marathon runner Patricia Dudar, BSc 68, BEd

undergraduate civil engineering students.

69 and MSc 77, made a planned gift to benefit
Concordia student athletes.
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CLAUDINE AND STEPHEN BRONFMAN, CENTRE, WITH SEVERAL PAST AND PRESENT RECIPIENTS
OF CLAUDINE AND STEPHEN BRONFMAN FELLOWSHIPS IN CONTEMPORARY ART.

OTHER GIFTS INCLUDE:

$100,000 from John Lemieux, BA 66, for

$57,000 from John Molson School of Business

annual graduate fellowships in genocide and human

professor emeritus Cleveland Patterson to

rights studies

reward student organizers of the John Molson
MBA International Case Competition

$50,000 from film producer and screenwriter
James Shavick, BA 72, for student awards in the

$25,000 from Andrew Forbes, BComm 94,

Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema

to fund an annual undergraduate in-course award
for visible minority students enrolled in the

$25,000 from Dana Ades-Landy, MBA 83, chair

accountancy program

of the John Molson School of Business Advisory
Board, for a bursary for female business students

$75,000 from the Richard and Edith Strauss

in financial need

Foundation to support research at PERFORM Centre

40

$25,000 from Kenneth Stodola, BComm 59,
$25,000 from Gregory Thompson, MBA 85,

for undergraduate entrance bursaries

to fund a bursary for a John Molson School of
Business varsity athlete

$30,000 from Aramark and Concordia Food
Services for undergraduate in-course scholarships

$100,000 from Jack Dym for Concordia’s
Montreal Institute for Genocide Studies

$25,000 from Accent Insurance Solutions and
its president, Ted Harman, BComm 85, to fund

$45,000 from the Gainey Foundation for

a scholarship and bursary for John Molson School

children’s programming at La Rûche d’Art,

of Business students majoring in finance or human

associated with the Department of Creative

resource management

Arts Therapies
$25,000 from Richard Stillwell, BSc 68, for
$25,000 from Ivan Velan, BComm 68, and

an oral history data web platform project, a

Penny Velan, BSc 73, for the Montreal Institute

partnership between Concordia Libraries and

for Genocide and Human Rights Studies and for

the Oral History Project

Concordia’s Greatest Needs

$50,000 from current Hawaii Five-0 producer

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN

Peter Lenkov, attendee (comm. studies) 86, to

The Community Campaign — Concordia’s annual

support scriptwriting awards, one in the Department

fundraising campaign — harnesses the collective

of Communication Studies and another in the

strength of the university’s wide-reaching network.

Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema

Powered by individual gifts ranging in size and
purpose, the Community Campaign channels broad

$100,000 from the foundation of Stephan Crétier,

support to strategically bolster teaching, research

president and CEO of GardaWorld, to fund

and student life across Concordia.

undergraduate and MBA in-class case competition
awards and MBA scholarships

In 2014-15, almost 9,000 alumni, parents, faculty,
staff, parents, friends and students contributed

$25,000 from Richard Lapointe, BComm 90,

more than $1.9 million.

for an entrance bursary for John Molson School of
Business students

Throughout the year, we call upon the Concordia
community for support — by phone, mail, online,

Concordia faculty, staff, students and retirees raised

in person or through programs like FundOne

$187,000 in the university’s 41st annual campaign

(concordia.ca/fundone), the university crowdfunding

for Centraide of Greater Montreal, an umbrella

platform launched in 2014. Concordia students

organization that distributes funds to 349 community

also play a key role in our success, through their

agencies in the region.

support of the Graduating Class Gift Fund and
as student fundraisers who, in 2014-15, raised more

SOCIAL MEDIA

than $385,000.

In 2015, as a lead up to Thanksgiving,

Also, the internal community is leading by example,

Concordia created the #CUgratitude

with faculty, staff, retirees and members of the Board

campaign to provide a platform to express thanks

of Governors making annual gifts of $325,000 in

to a favourite university friend, colleague, teacher

2014-15, along with another $70,000 for the 26th

or campus service. Friends of the university are

Concordia Shuffle (concordia.ca/shuffle), the

encouraged to use #CUgiving and #CUcares to

annual walkathon to raise funds for scholarships

show their gratefulness.

and bursaries.

Join us @Concordia Alumni!

FORMER CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER
PAUL MARTIN, CONCORDIA
PRESIDENT ALAN SHEPARD, JANICE
O’BORN AND BRIAN GALLERY AT
THE CANADIAN IRISH STUDIES
FOUNDATION LUNCHEON IN
TORONTO IN MAY 2015.
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CONCORDIA'S NEW
TECHNO SAVVY DISTRICT

•• Seed funding to help District 3 entrepreneurs —
makers — focus on prototyping.

A $1 million gift by André Desmarais, BComm
78, LLD 07, and France Chrétien Desmarais,

•• Makerspace expansion through investment in

LLD 15, will help encourage determined

District 3 product development tools such as

entrepreneurs with big ideas to advance faster

sensors, laser cutters and 3D printers.

on the road to success.
•• Ramped-up operations through the hiring of new
The generous donation was made to Concordia’s

District 3 staff, such as expert consultants and

District 3 Innovation Centre and announced at its

coaches, to provide diversified and specialized

new collaborative space on September 28, 2015.

skills to a broader range of startup teams.

Long-time supporters of Concordia, André

“We are grateful for the Desmarais’s investment

Desmarais and France Chrétien Desmarais are

in Concordia’s District 3 Innovation Centre,” said

the first major benefactors to support District 3.

Concordia President Alan Shepard. “This gift gives

The André and France Desmarais District 3 Fund

our most talented students the tools they need

will advance entrepreneurial projects with proven

to fuel their creativity and seize opportunities

market viability — and help further transform

to innovate.”

entrepreneurial ventures from concept to startup.
The investment is timely, since 1,500 aspiring

The André and France Desmarais District 3 Fund

entrepreneurs have sought District 3 expertise

will help young entrepreneurs bring products and

and requests for support are growing.

services to market faster by attracting investment.
Startups generated through District 3 may qualify

“We firmly believe that accelerating innovation and

for the Business Innovation Access Program, a

nurturing talent is fundamental to our society’s long-

$20 million funding program that partners

term prosperity,” said André Desmarais, BComm

businesses with universities and research institutes.

78, LLD 07, deputy chairman, president and
co-chief executive officer of Power Corporation of
is a concrete way for us to support innovation and

A GATEWAY FOR
NEW COMMERCE

further bridge the gap between higher education

District 3 is an entrepreneurial community within

and private enterprise.”

Concordia in the heart of downtown Montreal

Canada. “Our donation to Concordia’s District 3
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launched in 2013. The incubator brings together
France Chrétien Desmarais, LLD 15, president of

people who collaborate, create and innovate.

the Society for the Celebration of Montreal’s 375th

District 3 provides coaching, access to cutting-edge

Anniversary, said: “In our 21st-century knowledge

technologies and apprenticeship-style learning.

economy, incubators increase innovation for
Montreal, Quebec and Canada. The most effective

“District 3 is a growing success story thanks to our

conduits for these startups are universities.”

generous donors, formidable volunteers, mentors,
coaches and entrepreneurial students,” said Xavier-

The André and France Desmarais District 3 Fund

Henri Hervé, BEng 87, LLD 11, and District 3

will support three major initiatives:

founding director. “Thanks to the opening of our
cool, collaborative and modern new space, the
future of District 3 startups is even brighter.”

DISTRICT 3:
BUILDING THE INNOVATION
LEADERS OF TOMORROW

Other major milestones in 2015 include:
•• The official launch of the MakerSpace, an area

Since its 2013 inception, demand for District 3 has

devoted to helping members use emergent

skyrocketed. In 2015, the incubator received 250

technologies for prototyping, materials

applications, while 10 new partners joined the fold.

explorations or self-directed learning;

District 3 now has 70 companies in the program
and has created more than 150 jobs.

•• Funding received from the Ministère de
l’Économie, Science et Innovation (MESI);

District 3 also generates value for Montreal. By the
end of 2015, it raised $5.2 million in investments,

•• Five startups accepted into the

created $40 million in economic value and had

Fondation MTL Inc., Montreal’s largest

$3 million in total combined sales.

entrepreneurship contest.

District 3 coaches and mentors have helped more

For info, visit district3.ca.

than 1,500 individuals to date. The majority of its
startup clients are recent university graduates who

#CUgiving

possess the necessary time, experience and financial
support required to launch a new business.
District 3 is allowing Concordia to deepen its
community outreach.
ANDRÉ DESMARAIS AND FRANCE CHRÉTIEN DESMARAIS, LEFT, GENEROUSLY DONATED A
$1 MILLION STARTUP GIFT TO CONCORDIA’S DISTRICT 3 INNOVATION CENTRE. THE COUPLE
ARE PICTURED WITH CONCORDIA PRESIDENT ALAN SHEPARD ON OCTOBER 27, WHEN
CONCORDIA BESTOWED AN HONORARY DOCTORATE TO FRANCE CHRÉTIEN DESMARAIS.
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EXTERNAL
AWARDS

A SELECTION OF

F A C U LT Y, S TA F F,
STUDENT AND ALUMNI
AWA R D W I N N E R S I N 2 0 1 5

FAC U LT Y
John Capobianco
Chemistry and Biochemistry
Fellow, Royal Society of Chemistry,
England
Ingrid Chadwick
Management
Top Rated Poster Award, Society
for Industrial and Organizational
Psychology Annual Meeting

STUDENTS

Thanh Dang-Vu
Exercise Science
Roger Broughton Young
Investigator Award, Canadian Sleep
Society

Samantha Bitonti
Theatre
Developing Artist Grant,
Hnatyshyn Foundation

François-Marc Gagnon
Art History, Founding Director and
Distinguished Research Fellow, Gail
and Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute
for Studies in Canadian Art
Officer, Ordre national du Québec
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Marc Steinberg
Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema
Japan Society for Animation Studies
Book Prize, Anime’s Media Mix:
Franchising Characters and Toys in
Japan

David Jones (posthumous)
BSc 83
David Paris
Exercise Science
Canadian Athletic Therapists
Association Hall of Fame
Damon Matthews
Geography, Planning and Environment
Selected to represent Royal Society
of Canada, IAP Young Scientists
event, World Science Forum
Muthukumaran Packirisamy
PhD 00
Department of Mechanical and
Industrial Engineering
Inaugural member, College of New
Scholars, Artists and Scientists,
Royal Society of Canada
Sandra Paikowsky
BA 67
Professor emerita, art history
Member, Order of Canada

Gabor Bata
Design and Computation Arts
Student Award, Applied Arts

Elizabeth Cavaliere
Art History
Michel de la Chenelière Prize,
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts,
“Surveying the Landscape:
Cultural Imprints in NineteenthCentury Canadian Topographical
Photography”
Marie-Ève Drouin-Gagné
Sociology and Anthropology, PhD
candidate
Fulbright Canada award
Katarina Mihailović
MA 11
Film studies, PhD candidate
Étudiants-chercheurs étoiles –
Société et culture award, Fonds
de recherche du Québec, “From
a Priest Into a Clown: Makavejev’s
Critical Transformation of
Bergman”
Myriam Obin
Film studies, master’s student
Best International Animated Short,
New York City International Film
Festival, Éloise, Little Dreamer

Lieutenant Governor’s
Youth Medal
Alexandra Meikleham
Civil Engineering
Jessica Cabana
Loyola College for Diversity and
Sustainability, psychology and
sustainability studies
Lindsay Nixon
Women’s studies and art history

ALUMNI
Abbas Akhavan
BFA 04
Sobey Art Award
Susan J. Bartlett
BA 86
Women of Distinction Award,
Education, Women’s Y Foundation
Velibor Bozovic
BFA 11
Claudine and Stephen Bronfman
Fellowship in Contemporary Art
Régine Chassagne
BA 98
Richard Reed Parry
BFA 03
SOCAN Award for International
Achievement, International Song
award, “Reflektor,” Arcade Fire
Walter Chazin
PhD 84
Fellow of the Biophysical Society
award
Kenneth Denton Craig
BA 58
Officer of the Order of Canada
Robert Coallier
MBA 89
Hommage Award, Quebec
Chapter of Financial Executives
International Canada

Catherine Dubeau
BFA 15
Air Canada enRoute Film Festival
prize, Achievement in Animation,
Kaleidoscope
Julie Favreau
MFA 12
Prix Pierre-Ayot for excellence in the
visual arts
Elisabeth Fink
BComm 05, GrDip 09
CPA Young Volunteer Award, Ordre
des comptables professionnels
agréés du Québec
Eryn Foster
BFA 97
902 Post Joy Award, Linda Joy Media
Arts Society, Portrait of a Bearded
Lady
Annick Gauthier
BSc 97
Susan and Ron Flam Canadian
Medical Hall of Fame Award
Mika Goodfriend
BA 03
Fulbright Canada award
Alexander Gordon
BA 12
Young Quebecers Leading the Way
Award
Angela Grauerholz
MFA 82
Scotiabank Photography Award
Myriam Jacob-Allard
BFA 09
Claudine and Stephen Bronfman
Fellowship in Contemporary Art
Virenda K. Jha
PhD 82
Allan D. Emil Memorial Award,
International Astronautical
Federation
Marie-Claude Lacroix
BA 79
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year,
Montreal Neurological Institute and
Hospital
Margarita Lafontaine
BSc 78
Hommage for women in real estate,
Crew Montreal

Richard Lenart
BSc 89
Occupational Therapy Distinguished
Alumni Award, Queen’s University
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer
BSc 89
Governor-General’s Award, career
excellence in the visual and media arts
Karen Meades
BComm 86
Women’s Executive Network
Hall of Fame
L. Jacques Ménard
BComm 67, LLD 06
Honorary degree, McGill University
Marcel Côté Award for Leadership in
Public Policy
Honorary Associate, Conference
Board of Canada
Montréal Centre_Ville Award
The Hon. Morton Minc
BA 67
Prix de la justice du Québec
Rhonda Mullins
MA 96
Governor General’s Literary Award,
French-to-English Translation,
Twenty-One Cardinals
Rene Paredes
BA 12
CFL All-Star Team, Calgary
Stampeders
Mike Payette
BFA 07
Best Direction, Montreal English
Theatre Awards, Hosanna
Ingrid Peritz
BA 82
National Newspaper Award, tragic
legacy of thalidomide, Globe & Mail
Judith Jasmin Award, Fédération
professionnelle des journalistes du
Québec, Best Special Project
Craig Silverman
BA 99
Canadian Journalism Foundation,
Innovation Award
Mitchell Stafiej
BFA 13
Daniel Dietzel
BFA 12
Micro-Budget Production Program,
Telefilm Canada

Mona Tajali
PhD 14
Best dissertation on women and
politics, American Political Science
Association
Canadian Screen Awards
Daniel (Dan) Beirne
BFA 06
Best Original Program or Series,
Digital Media – Fiction, Space Riders:
Division Earth
René Chénier
BA 75
Best Short Documentary, Jutra
Torill Kove
BA 85
Best Animated Short, Me and My
Moulton
And: Anders Jahre Prize for the Arts,
Norway
Matthew (Matt) MacLennan
BA 02
Bell Media Award, Best Comedy
Series, Call Me Fitz
Patrick McLaughlin
BFA 92
Best Cinematography, Feature Length
Documentary, Everything Will Be
Laura Perlmutter
BA 03
Best Live Action Short Drama, Hole
Jeffrey St-Jules
BFA 01
Marie-Josée Saint-Pierre
BFA 02, MFA 05
Best Short Documentary, Jutra
And: Jutra Award, Best Animated
Short or Medium-length Film, Jutra
Claude Jutra Award
André Turpin
BFA 89
Achievement in Cinematography,
Mommy
Quebec Writer’s Federation
Literary Awards
Anita Anand
BA 85
Concordia University First Book
Prize, Swing in the House and Other
Stories
David McGimpsey
BA 88, MA 90
A.M. Klein Prize for Poetry, Asbestos
Heights
Deborah VanSlet
BA 03
3 Macs Carte Blanche Prize,
Self-Serve
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MEMBERS OF SENATE
2015-2016
AS OF DECEMBER 2015
VOTING MEMBERS
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PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR
PROVOST AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
VICE-PRESIDENT, RESEARCH AND GRADUATE STUDIES
DEAN, FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE
DEAN, FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE
DEAN, FACULTY OF FINE ARTS
INTERIM DEAN, JOHN MOLSON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
DEAN, SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN

ALAN SHEPARD
BENOIT-ANTOINE BACON
GRAHAM CARR
ANDRÉ ROY
AMIR ASIF
REBECCA DUCLOS
STÉPHANE BRUTUS
PAULA WOOD-ADAMS
GUYLAINE BEAUDRY

14 FACULTY MEMBERS: FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

TERM

PATRICE BLAIS (PT)
PHILIPPE CAIGNON
SAUL CARLINER
RICHARD COURTEMANCHE
EFFROSYNI DIAMANTOUDI
JILL DIDUR
MARIANA FRANK
SANDRA GABRIELE
NORMAN INGRAM
DAVID MORRIS
MONICA MULRENNAN
VIRGINIA PENHUNE
HARALD PROPPE
ROSEMARY REILLY

2016
2018
2018
2016
2018
2016
2017
2016
2017
2016
2017
2018
2018
2016

5 FACULTY MEMBERS: FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE
ANJALI AGARWAL
ALI AKGUNDUZ
YOUSEF SHAYAN
TED STATHOPOULOS
SOFIÈNE TAHAR

2016
2017
2018
2017
2018

4 FACULTY MEMBERS: FACULTY OF FINE ARTS
RICARDO DAL FARRA
DAVID DOUGLAS (PT)
DANICA JOJICH
JOHANNE SLOAN
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2018
2016
2015
2017

4 FACULTY MEMBERS: JOHN MOLSON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
FRANK CROOKS
CHARLES DRAIMIN
LEA KATSANIS
GORDON LEONARD (PT)

2018
2018
2017
2016

1 PROFESSIONAL LIBRARIAN
VINCE GRAZIANO

2018

12 UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
STEPHEN BROWN
MIKAELA CLARK-GARDNER
KIRA CORMIER
LANA GALBRAITH
MICHAEL GIESBRECHT
MAIDINA KADEER-OZBEK
LUCINDA MARSHALL-KIPARISSIS
MARION MILLER
NICHOLAOS MOUZOURAKIS
ALOYSE MULLER
BENJAMIN PRUNTY
TERRY WILKINGS

2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016

4 GRADUATE STUDENTS
KHUSHBOO HANDA
RUPINDA KAUR
JITHIN NAIR
ALEX OCHEOHA

2016
2016
2016
2016
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NON-VOTING MEMBERS
PHILIPPE BEAUREGARD
PATRICK KELLEY
BRADLEY TUCKER
BRAM FREEDMAN
FREDERICA JACOBS
ROGER CÔTÉ
JOANNE BEAUDOIN
RACHEL MARION
LISA OSTIGUY
ISABEL DUNNIGAN
DANIELLE TESSIER

CHIEF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
INTERIM CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR
VICE-PRESIDENT, ADVANCEMENT AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS
SECRETARY-GENERAL AND GENERAL COUNSEL
VICE-PRESIDENT, SERVICES
ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
DEPUTY PROVOST
DIRECTOR, CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION
SECRETARY OF SENATE
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS
2015-2016
AS OF DECEMBER 3, 2015
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
CHAIR
NORMAN HÉBERT, JR.
PRESIDENT AND CEO,
GROUPE PARK AVENUE INC.
VICE-CHAIR
SHIMON AMIR
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY/CSBN

TERM

2016

2016

VICE-CHAIR
FRANÇOISE BERTRAND, O.C., C.Q.
2016
PRESIDENT AND CEO
FÉDÉRATION DES CHAMBRES DE COMMERCE DU
QUÉBEC (FCCQ)
EX-OFFICIO
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR
ALAN SHEPARD
EXTERNAL MEMBERS
HELEN ANTONIOU MOLSON
2018
EXECUTIVE COACH AND STRATEGY CONSULTANT

48

FRANÇOISE BERTRAND, O.C., C.Q.
2017
PRESIDENT AND CEO
FÉDÉRATION DES CHAMBRES DE COMMERCE DU
QUÉBEC (FCCQ)
JEFF BICHER, CFRE
CEO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HILLEL MONTREAL

2018

2017

JEAN-PIERRE DESROSIERS, FCA
PARTNER, FASKEN MARTINEAU DUMOULIN
S.E.N.C.R.L.

2018

HÉLÈNE F. FORTIN, FCA
PARTNER, GALLANT & ASSOCIÉS
S.E.N.C.R.L.

2018

NORMAN HÉBERT, JR.
PRESIDENT AND CEO
GROUPE PARK AVENUE INC.

2018

MÉLANIE LA COUTURE
2018
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MONTREAL HEART INSTITUTE FOUNDATION
TONY LOFFREDA
REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT, COMMERCIAL
FINANCIAL SERVICES, WETSERN QUEBEC
ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

2018

MICHAEL NOVAK
SENIOR ADVISOR AND CONSULTANT

2017

GEORGES PAULEZ
MANAGING DIRECTOR AND CEO
MIRABAUD CANADA INC.

2016

PHILIPPE POURREAUX
MANAGER, BUSINESS ANALYSIS
RIO TINTO ALCAN

2018

SUZANNE SAUVAGE
2016
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
MCCORD MUSEUM
REPRESENTING THE FACULTY

ANTOINETTE BOZAC
2018
CORPORATE AND LEGAL SERVICES EXECUTIVE
GABRIEL BRAN LOPEZ
FOUNDING PRESIDENT
YOUTH FUSION

GINA CODY
PRESIDENT
CCI GROUP INC.

2018

SHIMON AMIR
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY/CSBN

2016

SANDRA BETTON
DIRECTOR, MBA PROGRAM
GRADUATE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM, JMSB

2016

NORMAN INGRAM
PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

2017

WILLIAM E. LYNCH
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR
DEPARTMENT ELECTRICAL AND
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

2017

MARIA E. PELUSO
PART-TIME FACULTY MEMBER
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

2016

HAIDEE WASSON
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF CINEMA

2016

OFFICER OF THE UNIVERSITY WITH SPEAKING
PRIVILEGES AT THE BOARD
FREDERICA JACOBS
EX-OFF
SECRETARY-GENERAL AND GENERAL COUNSEL
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
DANIELLE TESSIER
ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL
UNIVERSITY SECRETARIAT

REPRESENTING GRADUATE STUDENTS
ALEX OCHEOHA
GRADUATE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

2016

REPRESENTING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
TERRY WILKINGS
CONCORDIA STUDENT UNION

2016

BEN PRUNTY
2016
CONCORDIA STUDENT UNION (ALTERNATE)
REPRESENTING THE ADMINISTRATIVE
AND SUPPORT STAFF
FRÉDÉRICA MARTIN
2017
MANAGER
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AND DEVELOPMENT
NON-VOTING OBSERVERS
CHANCELLOR
JONATHAN WENER, C.M.
CHAIRMAN AND CEO
CANDEREL MANAGEMENT INC.

2017

DEPUTY CHANCELLOR*
VACANT
*IN THE ABSENCE OF CHANCELLOR

2016
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