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Moodle 1+ Interface
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Moodle 2.3: New Interface [1]
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Busier? Yes, but…



Moodle 2.3: Blocks customizable [2]
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• Move blocks to the dock with a mere click
(no turn editing on  hide or delete)



Moodle 2.3: All blocks docked [2]
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Moodle 2.3: Activity chooser (turn edit on) [3]
7e.SCAPE

Moodle 1.+



Moodle 2.3: Drag’n'drop files, text or link [4]

• Example 1: Turn editing on  Add an activity or resource 
Resources: folder  Drag’n’drop files
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Moodle 2.3: Drag’n'drop files, text or link [4]

• Example 2: Drag’n’drop text (e.g., MS Word) or link
- Turn editing on  Select file/text/link  drag’n’drop
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Moodle 2.3: File management [5]
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(External) plugins to give users a Moodle 1+ feel:
(1) “Legacy Course files” (to store older course files; mostly for backup)
(2) “Repositories” File Management Block

(a development of the Moodle 1+ file manager)

Moodle 1+
Moodle 2.3 

?



Moodle 2.3: Notes about file management [5]
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• Files are stored only once (to save disk space)
• Files are owned by a resource activity, never by a course

• Consequently, deleting a resource/activity will delete related files if they 
are not linked elsewhere

• File picker: To select a file from the 3 default repositories:
• Server files
• Recent files
• Private files (USB key in the cloud; All users have a private files area for 

personal files: Profile > My private files (left block in profile)

• The File picker is accessed when one links a file: 
Insert link  Browse



Moodle 2.3: File management [5]
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The File Picker (e.g., Insert link  Browse)



Moodle 2.3: ‘Force save’ before leaving [6]
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Moodle 2.3: Activity Cloning [7]

• Turn editing on  Click on x2

14e.SCAPE

Note also: Edit title and new 
“drag’n’drop move



Moodle 2.3: Blocks [8]

Some additions:

• Comments (main page, public)

• My private files (“USB in the cloud”)

• Switch role to… (Teacher, Student, Guest, TA, etc.)

• Recent blog entries

15e.SCAPE



Moodle 2.3: Activities & Resources [9]

No major changes (except Activity Picker): 

• Activities: Quizzes; Survey, Choice, Assignment (offline, 
online, upload); Glossary; Lesson; Workshop; etc.

• Resources: Label; Page; URL; Folder; etc. 

Activities: Some additions

• Scheduler
• NanoGong voice activity
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Moodle 2.3: Social media (Activities) [10]

• Journal  No longer available 

• Blog  New, replaces journal (but public, via profile)

• Forum  Minor changes (max. file size: 20MB)

• Chat  Minor, aesthetical (More accessible interface) 

• Wiki  Minor changes (e.g., “Comments”, “Files”)
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Moodle 1+

Moodle 2.3
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A definition 

• A collaborative web application that allows anyone to add, 
delete or modify content in an easy and quick way (wiki wiki
in Hawaiian)

• Key words: 

• Fast & easy editing abilities
• Collaborative 
• Democratic (cf. blogs, web sites)
• Potential to be problem-centred
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: Modus operandi 

• To access/edit a wiki:

Go to a wiki activity   Click edit  Type content

• To create a link/page: [[…]]  \ e.g., [[ word or text ]]  

 word or text (new link/blank page; before editing)

 word of text (after content has been added and saved)
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: What it looks like 
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An intro, 
explanation 
of activity

Students’ 
personal 

wikis



Moodle 2.3 & wiki: Main goals – To encourage...

• A more learner-centred environment (Weimer, 2002)
• Increase student’s motivation and involvement in the course
• Give students a concrete reason to do the readings/homework 

• Learning outside and inside the classroom (McCombs, 2000)

• Peer teaching (Mazur, 2009)
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Promote a learning environment that is 
responsive, collaborative, problem-centred, and 
democratic in which both students and teacher 
decide HOW, WHAT and WHEN learning occurs



Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A wiki-based activity [1]

1. Read and complete required coursework

2. Elaborate 2 related but personalized (“beyond the readings”)
essay questions
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A wiki-based activity [2]

3. Post the 2 questions on their own wikis

4. Visit other students’ wikis and address/answer 1 of the 
available questions, in writing, on the wiki
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A wiki-based activity [3]

5. Prepare for in-class discussion of 2 questions + 1 answer

6. Discuss key questions and topics in class 
[At least two experts: the Q-er and the A-er]
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Well, the answers 
may vary depending 
on how …

Uhm… I think
that…

How accessible 
is Universal 
Grammar …? 



Moodle 2.3 & wiki: An example [1]
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: An example [2]
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A wiki-based MCQ activity  

A variation, for larger classes:
Students write two multiple-choice, True/False questions from 
the required readings 

Note:
Creating MCQ requires some training (see Burton et al, 1991)
• http://testing.byu.edu/info/handbooks/betteritems.pdf
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A MCQ example [1]
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: A MCQ example [2]
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: Some benefits

• Exposes Ss to a wider variety of views

• Provides multiple exposure to relevant concept

• Complements (and varies) class discussions

• Learner-centered: How, What, When

• Easy compilation of a question bank (tests, clicker-Qs): 
S-created, with their own words and examples
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: Students’ perceptions

• Survey (1-5 likert scale) + oral interviews (n=78; MA students)

• Overall positive experience: 1.8     (Robertson, 2008)

• Contributes to learning: 1.5     (Ma & Yuen, 2007)

• Collaboration & participation: 1.0     (Rick & Guzdial, 2006)

• […]

• Use it in own classes as Ts: 1.5

• Use it in other classes as Ss: 3.6
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Moodle 2.3 & wiki: Pleasure-pain principle? 

• Had to work considerably more to: 
(1) understand the content on their own, (2) Conceptualize and 
share their questions, (3) Research and answer questions, (4) 
Prepare for oral discussion
• Thus “alleviating” the teacher’s workload

“whenever there’s a higher order cognitive engagement, it’s not as easy to 
develop… and when you’re the teacher implementing it, you know that it’s 
going to be a struggle, but the offset is that there’s going to be greater 
leaning […] As a student, you prefer not to engage in the process as much 
as possible … we’re lazy. […] And this also makes you work less [laugh]”.

• An indication of a learning environment that is inherently 
learner-centred? (e.g., Dupin-Bryant, 2004) 
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