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M EDITOR'S NOTE

Collaboration for social good

E very day, news headlines alert us
to the ongoing challenges facing
humanity, from climate change and
systemic racism to crumbling health-
care systems and gender inequalities.
Meeting these challenges calls for an
overhaul in the way we think, plan and
take action. It’s also a reminder that
for progress to happen, we need to
work together.

“It’s at these moments that all the
obstacles seem to magically fall away,”
says Natalie Cousineau, BSc 96. The
alumna is the first woman to serve
as chief of emergency medicine at
the Royal Victoria Regional Health
Centre and has been on the front
lines of emergency care throughout
the GOVID-19 pandemic. “Major
crises really highlight the team aspect
of emergency medicine. Everyone
pulls together and focuses on what
they do best.”

Cousineau is among the latest
cohort named to Concordia’s Top 50
Under 50 Shaping Tomorrow (p. 22).
She and other inspiring graduates are
helping to lead advances in health,
the arts, business, technology and
more. Each in their own way, our
honourees demonstrate how success
can be achieved when we collaborate
as students and researchers,
community partners and government,
and grassroots organizations and
corporations, big and small. You
can read the full profiles online at
concordia.ca/alumni/50under50.

Last month,
President Graham
Carr announced
Concordia’s plans to
provide every student
with at least one
experiential learning
opportunity starting
this fall (more on
P- 42). This ambitious
goal —to ensure
that tomorrow’s
leaders can thrive in an increasingly
multidisciplinary working environment
— comes at a time when decisive action
is most needed.

Through field schools, internships,
case competitions and more, Concordia
is working with internal and external
partners to deliver a next-gen
education. Together, they’ll help prepare
students for a world that demands clever
and innovative solutions to a range of
issues, some of which we may not yet
know exist.

As you read through the pages of this
magazine, you'll see how Concordians
around the world, too, are rallying
together — across disciplines at the
institution and across sectors beyond
the university’s walls — to share
expertise and advance reforms for
a better future.

Our cover feature examines how
researchers and alumni are finding
more sustainable ways to support energy
use (p. 32); our researchers in the
Department of Creative Arts Therapies

demonstrate how the arts
can help us cope with grief
(p. 28); our Women and
Leadership series features
four inspiring Indigenous
grads who are leading change
in their communities and
across the country (p. 38);
and our research spotlight
highlights faculty members
who are driving innovation
through a multidisciplinary

approach (p. 46). These stories

and more show how we can address

urgent challenges through thoughtful

collaborations — collaborations

fostered by higher education.

Finally, while it may seem far

away, Concordia’s soth-anniversary

celebrations are quickly approaching,

kicking off in 2024. If you're an alum of

the university’s first years from 19774, and

1975, or were among the last graduating

class of our founding institutions, we'd

love for you to share your inspiring,

funny or life-changing stories from your

student days.

As we near the end of 2022, [ wish
you all the best in the months — and
year —ahead.

Marta Samuel, GrDip 10

Editor, Concordia University Magazine
magazine@concordia.ca
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B NEWS BITES

$6M FOR GENOMICS RESEARCH

Adrian Tsang, Department of Biology professor,
has been awarded $6 million over three years to
strengthen research to help engineer an alternative
to antibiotics in livestock feed. The support comes
from Genome Canada and Génome Québec and is
in partnership with Elanco Animal Health. Tsang is
director of the Centre for Structural and Functional
Genomics, one of 25 university-recognized
research units.

JURIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
CELEBRATES MILESTONE

Concordia’s Jurist-in-Residence program, which
connects the university community and public at large
to top Canadian legal experts through guest lectures and
mentorships, has announced a special lineup in time for
the program’s fifth anniversary. “Our guests will include
the Honourable Suzanne Coté, justice of the Supreme
Court of Canada, Isabelle Hudon, LLD 17, president and
GEO of the Business Development Bank of Canada, and
Tom Mulcair, journalist, radio and TV commentator

and former leader of the federal NDP,” says Jurist-in-
Residence Morton Minc, BA 67. “I'm confident that
fascinating conversations will follow.”
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JOURNALISM STUDENTS
PARTNER WITH CBC

Students enrolled in The Digital Magazine (JOUR 528)
class recently collaborated with CBC Montreal to produce
multimedia reports with a “solutions journalism” angle,
based on topics suggested by Department of Journalism
assistant professor Amélie Daoust-Boisvert. “It didn’t
feel like a class, in the traditional sense, but more like a
dedicated and practical career-building workshop,” says
Mélina Lévesque, GrDip 22. “The opportunity to work

with the CBC was an absolute dream.”

GRADUATE STUDENTS EMILY AH-YEN
AND COLE DOUGHERTY ARE THE FIRST
RECIPIENTS OF THE NADIA CHAUDHRI
WINGSPAN AWARD. DESIGNED TO
ENCOURAGE NEUROSCIENTISTS FROM
UNDERREPRESENTED BACKGROUNDS,
THE AWARD, WHICH COMES WITH
$13,000, WAS ESTABLISHED BY

THE LATE NADIA CHAUDHRI. THE
PROFESSOR AND RESEARCHER
CHRONICLED HER TERMINAL OVARIAN
CANCER ON TWITTER IN 2020 AND 2021
AND USED THE PLATFORM TO SEEK
SUPPORT FOR MINORITY STUDENTS.

A GOFUNDME FUNDRAISER AND A
CAMPAIGN RUN BY CONCORDIA HAVE SO
FAR AMASSED MORE THAN $850,000.

ENGCOMM TURNS 10

Concordia’s 10th annual Engineering and Commerce
Case Competition (EngComm), a week-long case-study
marathon for participants around the world, will take
place in February. Launched in 2014 by undergraduate
students at the university who saw a need to bridge the two
disciplines, the annual event has become a popular draw
for many schools from North America, Asia and Europe.
Alumni are encouraged to visit engcomm.ca to get involved
as judges, award sponsors, volunteers or spectators.



MEMBERS OF THE STINGERS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WOMEN'S HOCKEY SQUAD - WHICH SCORED A DOMINANT

VICTORY OVER THE NIPISSING UNIVERSITY LAKERS TO SECURE THE COVETED U SPORTS GOLDEN PATH TROPHY ON MARCH 27

- WERE CELEBRATED AT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF QUEBEC IN MAY.

PHD STUDENT
LAUNCHES YOUTH
FILM FESTIVAL

Emma June Huebner, a PhD
candidate in the Department of Art
Education, co-founded the Canadian
Youth Film Festival. Launched in
June, the festival — which showcases
youth film and provides resources and
pedagogical kits to support educators
— drew 85 submissions from across
the country, 26 of which were
showcased on the festival’s website.

GREEN LIGHT FOR PROF'S

CLEANTECH SOLUTION

A wastewater-treatment innovation
developed at Concordia was recently
approved by the Bureau de normalisation
du Québec for broad commercialization.
Based on a process pioneered by Maria
Elektorowicz, a professor in the Gina
Cody School’s Environmental Engineering
program, the technology reduces
inefficiencies related to wastewater
treatment while eliminating harmful
environmental side effects.

CONCORDIA

UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE

Concordia University Magazine is
published three times a year for alumni
and friends. Opinions expressed herein
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the university or its alumni association.

Please address editorial
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The Editor, Concordia
University Magazine
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W.
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8

Email: magazine@concordia.ca
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Editor: Marta Samuel
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Lead designer: Christopher Alleyne
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Keep in touch

To update your address, email

or communication preferences —
including where and how you receive
the magazine — please visit our
Alumni and Friends service hub at
engage.concordia.ca.

Join the conversation using
#CUmagazine and by following
@ConcordiaAlumni on social media.

AMBER THE MAKER, A CHILDREN'S
BOOK PROJECT LED BY ANN-
LOUISE DAVIDSON - DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION PROFESSOR, RESEARCH
CHAIR OF MAKER CULTURE (TIER 2),
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF THE MILIEUX
INSTITUTE FOR ARTS, CULTURE

AND TECHNOLOGY, AND DIRECTOR

OF CONCORDIA'S INNOVATION LAB

- HAS SECURED SUPPORT FROM
UNESCO FOR ITS LINKS TO SEVERAL
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS.
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B NEWS BITES

THE CAPACITY OF THE MEL HOPPENHEIM SCHOOL OF CINEMA'S FILM PRODUCTION PROGRAMS WILL TRIPLE BY 2024 TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF A KEY
SECTOR OF THE QUEBEC ECONOMY. “THIS MAJOR EXPANSION WILL ALLOW NEW GRADUATES TO THRIVE AND MAKE EVEN MORE OF AN IMPACT IN QUEBEC'S
DYNAMIC FILM INDUSTRY,” SAYS CONCORDIA PRESIDENT GRAHAM CARR.

IMPACT OF

HIGHER EDUCATION
ON MONTREAL
CONFIRMED

A recent study by the Chamber of
Commerce of Metropolitan Montreal
found that institutions like Concordia
boosted the city’s GDP by about
$26.2 billion in 2019-2020. “[This]
validates what we’ve known for along
time: that Montreal's universities are
major contributors to the economic
well-being of our city, but also that
through our world-class research,

innovation and experiences we offer

to students, we contribute massively
to the positive identity of Montreal
around the world,” says President
Graham Carr.

6

HANEEN YOUSEF (LEFT) EMBARKED ON HER
EXCEPTIONAL UNDERGRADUATE JOURNEY AS AN
ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDENT IN SEPTEMBER.
THE 13-YEAR-OLD SKIPPED TWO GRADES OF
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND COMPLETED HER
SECONDARY SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS IN UNDER
A YEAR. HANEEN WILL BE IN GOOD COMPANY ON
CAMPUS: SISTER ZAINAH (MIDDLE), 20, IS A THIRD-
YEAR STUDENT AT THE JOHN MOLSON SCHOOL OF
BUSINESS AND BROTHER SAMI, 17, IS A SECOND-
YEAR STUDENT AT THE GINA CODY SCHOOL OF
ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE.

| fall 2022 concordia university magazine

FINE ARTS MARKS CANADIAN FIRST

The Art Volt Collection, a not-for-profit artwork rental and sales service
established by the Faculty of Fine Arts, was celebrated at a launch in May.
The Canadian first, supported by a $5.6-million gift to Concordia in
2019 from the Peter N. Thomson Family Trust, will connect new artists
and collectors to the art market. “No other university offers a launch pad
like this to its fine-arts graduates,” says Dean Annie Gérin. “It is a natural
extension of the education we offer, and an important step forward in
professionalizing emerging artists.”



NATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR RESEARCH ON
DISADVANTAGED YOUTH

Varda Mann-Feder, along-time faculty
member of the Department of Applied
Human Sciences, was named a 2022
finalist for the Lynn Factor Stand Up for
Kids National Award, an annual honour
bestowed by Children’s Aid Foundation
of Canada. The professor and researcher
was selected based on her extraordinary
support and advocacy for youth in and
alumni of the child-welfare system.

PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS WERE INVITED TO THE INAUGURAL OTSENHAKTA STUDENT CENTRE
POW WOW ON SEPTEMBER 16, HELD IN CELEBRATION OF FIRST NATIONS, INUIT AND METIS
STUDENTS AT CONCORDIA, AS WELL AS THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CENTRE, WHOSE
MISSION IS TO OFFER A WARM PLACE WHERE INDIGENOUS STUDENTS CAN FIND COMMUNITY,
PROGRESS ON CAMPUS SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE ON CAMPUS. PICTURED ABOVE IS BARBARA KANERATONNI
SUSTAINABILITY DIABO, BFA 91, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER OF ANO:WARA DANCE THEATRE.

The Philadelphia-based Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education
(AASHE) gave Concordia prominence in its recent
2022 Sustainable Campus Index. The index
recognizes post-secondary institutions in 17 impact
areas, based on submissions to the Sustainability
Tracking, Assessment and Rating System (STARS).
“Concordia is taking very real and measurable

steps to become more sustainable,” says Michael

Di Grappa, BA 84, vice-president, Services and
Sustainability. “This latest honour from the AASHE
recognizes some of [these] steps, such as our
encouragement of sustainable transportation and our
foundation’s environmental, social and governance
considerations in its investment strategies.”

RECENT ALUM NAMED
McCALL MacBAIN SCHOLAR

After a rigorous seven-month process, political science

graduate Sage Duquette, BA 22, became the first ) 3
DOMINIQUE BERUBE BEGAN HER FIVE-YEAR TERM AS CONCORDIA'S

Concordian to earn a McCall MacBain Scholarship NEW VICE-PRESIDENT, RESEARCH AND GRADUATE STUDIES, ON
. . . s SEPTEMBER 1. SHE PREVIOUSLY HELD THE ROLE OF VICE-PRESIDENT
earlier this year. The scholarshlp program for master’s OF RESEARCH AT THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH

. . . COUNCIL (SSHRC), WHERE SHE DESIGNED AND DELIVERED SUCH CORE
and professional degrees was established in 2019 INITIATIVES AS THE CANADA EXCELLENCE RESEARCH CHAIRS PROGRAM

through a landmark gift of $200 million to McGill AND THE CANADA FIRST RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FUND.
University — then the largest in Canadian history — from

John and Marcy McCall MacBain. Duquette will study

law at McGill and joins a class of 20 McCall MacBain

Scholars chosen from approximately 700 applicants.
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B ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Ed Rosenthal’s remarkable voyage to
help NASA grow vegetables in space

‘I owe it all to Sir George and the sacrifices my parents made'

IAN HARRISON, BCOMM 01

n the Venn diagram of Concordians

who have booked a soul legend
for a campus benefit and patented a
technology used by NASA, the overlap is
Ed Rosenthal, BA 74..

Born in New York in 1950, he moved
to rural Quebec as a boy so his father —a
farmer from Romania who witnessed his
own father’s death at the hands of Nazi
soldiers — could tend a plot of land.

“I'watched my dad struggle and felt
completely helpless,” recalls Rosenthal.
“[Books] became my refuge.”

After the family relocated to Montreal,
Rosenthal earned a scholarship to study
English literature at Sir George Williams
University before it merged with Loyola
College to become Concordia.

“With that money, I was able to help
my parents. The university went to tre-
mendous lengths to accommodate me.”

Rosenthal soon distinguished himself
on campus and became involved in
student government.

Enter that campus benefit.

“I'was in a bind as the organizer of a
blood drive, because few students want-
ed to donate,” says Rosenthal. “Then [I
was told] to go see Norm Silver, who ran
the Esquire Show Bar. Before I knew it,
he had arranged for Ben E. King and his
band to play for us. When I introduced
them on stage, the students went nuts!”

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON

After graduation, Rosenthal parlayed
an interest in polymer chemistry into
a job with a maker of plastic containers
for the greenhouse industry, which
gave him an opportunity to assist
people like his father.
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Less than a decade later, he ac-
cepted an offer to expand the business
to the United States and moved to
Florida with his wife, Betty, and sons,
Jonathan and Eric.

While Rosenthal was able to move
his mother down south, his father
never made the trip.

“Stomach cancer took him,” says
Rosenthal. “When he was on his death-
bed, he told me to look under his bed
at home. It turned out he had saved
$35,000 for us to start a new life with
our boys.”

The gift gave the family the
seed capital to start Florikan ESA
(Environmentally Sustainable
Agriculture), which encouraged nursery
owners to boost yields with less expen-
sive polymer-based pots. They soon
became the industry standard.

A MOONSHOT MOMENT
When a grower expressed frustration
with inefficient water-soluble

fertilizers, Rosenthal had a eureka
moment: He could use lessons imparted
by his father and his knowledge of
chemistry to devise a better method.

What Rosenthal went on to patent —

a controlled-release fertilizer — drew
the attention of NASA. The agency now
depends on the graduate’s know-how
to grow vegetables on the International
Space Station.

When Rosenthal and Florikan were
inducted into the Space Technology Hall
of Fame in 2017, Ray Wheeler, a plant
physiologist, told him that he had saved
NASA years of research.

With along list of other accolades, the
company became a desirable target for
acquisition and, after many overtures,
Florikan was sold in 2021.

“We wanted our boys to have their in-
heritance while we were still alive,” says
Rosenthal. “To see them enjoy it and to
know that the company is in good hands
makes our efforts worthwhile.” m

ED ROSENTHAL, BA 74 - PICTURED HERE WITH GIOIA MASSA, PROJECT SCIENTIST AT NASA KENNEDY SPACE CENTER,
AND WIFE BETTY ROSENTHAL — “SAVED NASA YEARS OF RESEARCH.”



Three-time graduate Lillian Jackson among
Concordia’'s first Black commerce alumnae

Long-time Science College
administrator was one of just
two women in her program
in the early 1970s

LOUISE MORGAN, GRDIP 99

11 f 36 students in my class, I was

the only woman —and I sat in
the front row,” recalls Lillian Jackson,
BComm 77, BA 82, MA 88, who arrived
at Loyola College, one of Concordia’s
founding institutions, in1972. “The
professor came up to me and asked,
‘What are you doing here?’ I smiled and
said, ‘T'm representing my gender and
doing a damn good job.””

At the time, few women took math
and business classes, yet Jackson was
determined. She had talent and was
eager to learn.

Working full-time at CP Rail dur-
ing the day, Jackson attended classes in
the evening. Among her most precious
memories is her enormous feeling of
pride at graduation, receiving the degree
she had always wanted, with her mother
looking on.

THE 'HEART OF SCIENCE COLLEGE’
Atrue pioneer, Jackson became one

of Concordia’s first Black graduates in
her program, after the 1974, merger of
Loyola College and Sir George Williams
University. She went on to earn two
more Concordia degrees: a BAin
economics in 1982, and a Master of
Public Policy and Public Administration
in1988.

Jackson later co-authored a book
with Guy Lachapelle, professor in
Concordia’s Department of Political
Science, published in 1994.. She was
also invited to join the Golden Key
International Honour Society.

Her love of Concordia kept her tied to
the university, and she joined the staff
in 1994. As assistant to the principal of
the Science College for the next 25 years,
Jackson had alasting influence on stu-
dents from the moment they applied.

BELOVED ADVISOR TO SCIENCE COLLEGE STUDENTS FOR A QUARTER CENTURY, LILLIAN JACKSON RETIRED IN 2019.

“Miss Lil,” as she was nicknamed,
helped students register for courses,
navigate the university system and
understand requirements.

“Lillian really was the heart of the
college,” says Emma Despland, act-
ing principal of the Science College and
professor in the Department of Biology
since 2002. “She established a feeling of
collegiality that lives on today.”

“Lillian had just the right balance in
being warm and supportive, but also
encouraging students to transcend their
limits and go beyond,” adds Despland.
“She was almost fierce in defending stu-
dents and standing up for them.”

One of those students was Magali
Merkx-Jacques, BSc 02, now a plan-
ning and policy analyst at the National
Research Council of Canada.

“Lillian was a champion for Science
College students, especially people
of colour, minorities and women.

She would take you to task if you were
wrong, but you knew she always had
your back,” says Merkx-Jacques. “It was
great to have this example of a strong,
professional leader, who was also
personable. Having someone of colour
in a leadership position at the Science
College was huge for me.”

Jackson helped students secure
internships outside Concordia and

found funding for them to travel
internationally. She also organized
the Science College’s high-profile
annual public lecture series.

Her extraordinary efforts were
recognized with the Award for
Exceptional Service to the Faculty of
Arts and Science in 2006. At the Science
College’s 4oth-anniversary celebration
in 2019, she received a special honour
with the creation of the Lillian Jackson
Bursary fund, which supports Science
College students demonstrating
financial need.

After 25 years of service, Jackson re-
tired in 2019. She remains active in her
church and community. Over the years,
she has kept in touch with many Science
College graduates, receiving news of
their accomplishments and career mile-
stones, and even wedding invitations.

“I'love my university,” says Jackson,
adding that she is most proud of
her students. “For me, it’s a great
achievement to see them succeed.”m

Give today to help permanently
establish the Lillian Jackson

Bursary for generations to come. Visit
concordia.ca/donate/lillianjackson.
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B ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

A Star Trek star's Canadian dream

Actor Patrick Kwok-Choon is on an upward trajectory

RICHARD BURNETT, BA 88

Patrick Kwok-Choon, BA 06, has
alist of acting credits that reads
like a human fireball log. After landing
his first role in the Canadian Stage
production of Shakespeare’s The Tempest,
he was cast in the company’s version of
Tom Stoppard’s Rock 'n’ Roll. That debut
one-two punch was followed by a steady
list of stage, television and streaming
credits leading to his current role as
Lieutenant Commander Gen Rhys on
Star Trek: Discovery.

Yet Kwok-Choon has never lost sight
of his own backstory, and how it keeps
him grounded.

When he was growing up in
Montreal, his father owned a dépanneur
(convenience store) in the city’s Viau
metro station. “Toronto is very much my
home now, but Montreal has a special
place in my heart,” says Kwok-Choon.

His parents emigrated to Canada from
Mauritius in the 1970s and strove to give
their son a better life, including through
higher education, first at Concordia, then
at George Brown Theatre School —where
he now holds a position on the advisory
board — before he earned a scholarship
to the prestigious Canadian Film Centre’s
CBC Actors Conservatory in Toronto.

“My parents were always supportive of
my career choices,” says Kwok-Choon.
“They just wanted me to be happy,
because growing up, they had worked
and worked and worked.”

‘A ROLLER COASTER RIDE'
In 2022, Kwok-Choon became the voice
of Yong Bao in the children’s animated
television series Thomas & Friends: All
Engines Go! But he is best known for his
star-making role on the top-rated Star
Trek: Discovery.

“Being a cast member of Star Trek
has been a roller coaster ride, to be
honest,” says Kwok-Choon. “I was such

10 | fall 2022 concordia university magazine

PATRICK KWOK-CHOON IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS STAR-MAKING ROLE AS
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER GEN RHYS ON THE STAR TREK: DISCOVERY SERIES.

a huge fan growing up, so to be part

of it now has been simply amazing,
especially getting to interact with fans
at conventions. It's been really fulfilling
because you get to see the impact you
have on their lives.”

In addition to productions in Canada
and the U.S., Kwok-Choon was a lead
actor and puppeteer in the award-
winning War Horse at the Royal National
Theatre in London, England. The
blockbuster production featured life-
size horse puppets.

“We ran for over 400 performances,
eight shows a week,” Kwok-Choon
recalls. “Thad a dream part honouring the
sacrifice of young, brave soldiers during
the First World War. And the puppeteering
was one of my favourite things in the show.
I always tell people that puppeteering in
War Horse is like becoming a skilled master
of amusical instrument.”

‘IT MAKES ME SO GRATEFUL'
Kwok-Choon credits his success to hard
work, remaining true to himself and
remembering and respecting family.
“My grandparents came by boat
from China to Mauritius, then my
parents immigrated to Montreal,” says
Kwok-Choon, who speaks Mauritian
Creole. “It’s humbling to hear how

much they struggled, coming to a new
country and starting from scratch. It
makes me so grateful. I really wouldn’t
have the career or the life that I have
without them.”

Kwok-Choon also credits Concordia
for his love of acting.

“I specialized in television production
in my second year and found a passion
in directing and cinematography.
Fortunately, one of my electives was
an intro to acting and, after I did a
monologue performance in front of
the entire theatre school, my professor
Bryan Doubt [BA 70, BFA o7] told me,
“You should really consider doing this as
a profession.’

“With Bryan’s guidance, I prepared
for the Theatre Performance program.
I'was accepted and learned so much that
year. [Then] I successfully auditioned
for George Brown Theatre School
in Toronto.”

Kwok-Choon pauses. “As I said,
wouldn’t be here without the help of
my parents. But I definitely wouldn’t be
here without all the experiences and the
knowledge that I learned at Concordia.” m

Learn about our impressive
network of 240,000 graduates at
concordia.ca/alumninews.
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PhD, Inc.

V1 Studio’s Scientific Venture Program
empowers researchers to go from lab to market

FILES FROM ASHLEY
FORTIER AND ANDREA WONG

M ost researchers who want to bridge
the gap between academia and the
marketplace face manifold obstacles —
only one per cent of would-be postdoc
entrepreneurs based in Montreal
successfully commercialize their ideas.

The typical PhD career path
often looks like this: tenure-track
professorship or job in corporate
management. Many settle for jobs
not directly related to their field of
expertise. As a consequence, a lot of
research innovation gets lost.

Enter the Scientific Venture Program
(SVP), launched in 2021 by V1 Studio,
anon-profit founded by Concordia
in partnership with the university’s
District 3 Innovation Hub.

Open to PhD graduates of Concordia and
other institutions, the two-year postdoc-
toral program — a first in Canada — helps
research-based breakthroughs in science,
health, agri-food, cybersecurity, cleantech
and more find a home in the marketplace.

“More ideas and technologies coming
from academic research could make it
beyond the lab, but often scientists lack

the resources and skills to commerecialize,”

says Paula Wood-Adams, special advisor
to the vice-president of Research and
Graduate Studies at Concordia.

“We need to enable early-career
researchers to develop those skills
and commercialize their research
outcomes, so entrepreneurship is
aviable career path.”

The goal of the SVP, which is
supported by Canada Economic
Development for Quebec Regions,
Montreal International and Mitacs,
is to position PhDs as drivers of
innovation and economic growth,
and to deepen Quebec’s pool of
deep-tech entrepreneurship.

Participants receive the necessary
tools and resources to help them
transition ideas to implementation,
including $71,000 in stipends,
support and services per year.

SCALING UP WITH

THE RIGHT SUPPORT

After joining SVP’s first cohort,
Concordia grads Mohammad
Mortezazadeh, PhD 19, and Ali Katal,
PhD 21, founded Planéte GreenLeaves.
Their web-based platform develops
models of indoor and outdoor
environments in order to make them
more energy efficient and help mitigate
the impact of climate change.

“We had ideas but didn’t have any
business experience. The program
helped us discover our market and build
our business model,” says Katal.

The technology expands off the pair’s
PhD thesis work with Liangzhu (Leon)
Wang, professor of building, civil,
and environmental engineering, and
associate director of Concordia’s Centre
for Zero Energy Building Studies.

So far it has been used by
researchers in North America,

Asia and the Middle East, and
continues to gain momentum
through climate-resilience studies
and projects in urban planning and
renewable energy.

Wang, who is also Concordia
University Research Chair in Building
Airflow and Thermal Management, adds
that the SVP goes beyond connecting
scientific research to entrepreneurship.

“It mobilizes the intelligence of our
students to tackle mounting real-world
challenges, such as the impacts of
climate change and extreme weather
on our cities and communities.”

Adds Vi’s executive director, Diana
Horqque Ratto, BFA 14, MBA 21: “For
researchers who do want to make the
jump as entrepreneurs, we want to help
them every step of the way so they can
successfully transition from the lab
and develop critical business skills.” m

Learn more at vl.studio/scientific-
venture-program.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SCIENTIFIC VENTURE PROGRAM GAIN ACCESS TO MENTORSHIP,
WORKSHOPS, AND FINANCIAL AND IN-KIND RESOURCES OVER TWO YEARS.
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Inaugural

Weider Awards
presented to
standout Stingers

he Joe and Ben Weider Athletic

Leadership Awards, a new
initiative to celebrate varsity athletes at
Concordia, were presented on campus
on March 16.

Established with a $320,000 pledge
from long-time donor George Lengvari,
BA 63, as well as additional support
from the Weider Foundation and Terry
Tretiak, president of Lengvari Capital,
the awards will honour students at
Concordia who demonstrate excellence
in academics, varsity athletics and com-
munity engagement.
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Named for Lengvari’s mentors,
Montreal fitness icons Joe Weider and
Ben Weider, the Weider Awards’ first
two recipients are Brigitte Laganiere,
BA 20, who helped power the Stingers
women’s hockey team to a national
championship earlier this year, and
Malick Sylvain, a standout defensive end
for Stingers football.

The honours came with an engraved
medal and financial support of up to
$5,250 for tuition expenses.

This latest gesture by Lengvari, a
Concordia Sports Hall of Fame