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Site Number:
Numéro du site : 17

CSD (1991): 3540001
Site Name: Usborne, Ontario
Principal Researcher(s): Tony Fuller

Assistant Researcher(s):

Field Log: USBORNE TOWNSHIP, Location:

Usborne is a township located on the southeastern comer of Huron County, bordered by Perth
County to the east and Middlesex to the south. Highway 4 constitutes the township's western
border, Highway 23 its southeastern border, and Highway 83 crosses the township from east to
west. Both highways 4 and 23 provide an efficient link between Usborne and the London CMA,
the core of which is about 40 kms to the south from the centre of the township.

The town of Exeter (population 4, 472 in 1996) is located on Highway 4 and borders

Usborne on the west. Exeter is probably the service centre most frequented by the residents of
Usborne Township. St. Marys (population 5, 952 in 1996) is located about 20 kms to the east of the
township, and Mitchell (population 3,670 in 1996) is 20 kms to the northeast of Usborne.

Usbome recorded a population of 1,535 in 1996 and farm households (census farm operations)
constituted about 33 per cent of the township's households. The balance of the population (rural
non-farm) is located in a number of small unincorporated places or in dispersed residences.

The overwhelmingly visual impression afforded by Usborne Township is of a productive, virtually
uninterrupted agricultural landscape. In 1996, faml land constituted almost 100 per cent of the
township's area. In fact the 1996 census reported farm land as 100.8 per cent of the township's
area, presumably a reflection of the fact that Usborne based farmers own or rent land in adjacent
townships, more than balancing land owned or rented in Usborne by farmers resident elsewhere.
Farm land is assigned to the township of the farm operator's residence in the Agricultural Census
of Canada.
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Population Trends:

Usborne Township recorded its maximum post-confederation populadon of 3, 831 in 1871. After
that date the population declined continuously until 1966, when the population stood at 1,538. This
reflects an ongoing net out-migration of surplus youth and farm families as farm numbers
declined. In the more recent past, the township's populadon has been relatively static, the ongoing
decline of farm population being balanced by the growth of rural non-farm population. Between
1971 (1,591) and 1996 (1,535), with some intervening ups and downs, an overall decline of 3.5 per
cent was recorded.

In 1971 the farm populadon of the township was 63.0 per cent of the total. Similar data

are not available for 1996, but for this date farm households (census farm operations)
constituted 33.4 per cent of total households. Even acknowledging that farm households are
somewhat larger than average, this probably indicates a further decline of farm population to
about 35 per cent of the total.

The change in population for Usbome township from 1971 to 1996 of -3.5 per cent is

generally in keeping with that which occurred for its seven neighbouring townships where

rates of change ranged from a high of 13.7 per cent to a low of -13.7 per cent (see Figure

1). Across the 25-year period, all 7 townships experienced net out-migration, albeit at

variable rates. Most of the growth in the two most rapidly growing townships (Stephen and Hay)
is related to developments along the Lake Huron shore. All experienced an ongoing decline of
rural farm population and some growth in the rural non-farm component. The town of Exeter, by
way of contrast, recorded a growth rate of 33.3 per cent, fairly close to the Ontario rate across the
same period of 39.6 per cent. (more... to be scanned - RdO)

Position of Centroid:

What boundaries are meaningful for residents?

Distribution of population within CSD boundary: a. dispersed - Two hamlets are located near the
centre of the township, Elimville and Winchelsea. Both hamlets have a small number of dwellings
(no more than twenty). Kirkton on the eastern boundary of the township has a slightly larger
population and features a recreation centre. However, most of the inhabitants are dispersed
throughout the township on farmsteads. Indeed, the township has an unmistakable agricultural
base. The landscape is dominated by fields with very few tracts of woodland.

Meaning of CSD boundaries to local contacts: no

Relevance of CSD boundary - for the community: The CSD is perceived as a boundary that sets
the Usborne residents apart from adjacent townships and the town of Exeter. There are
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communities within the community. For example there are communities of friends based largely
on the proximity of neighbours. Thus, the residents along a particular stretch of road could
perceive themselves to belong to a social group within the township. There are also communities of
producers wherein farmers producing similar commodities associate with one another (this
association likely extends beyond the township boundary). Beyond their involvment in primary
production, the next strongest common link among Usborne residents is Usborne Central School.

Relevance of CSD boundary - for daily activities:
Relevance of CSD boundary - where people live:
Relevance of CSD boundary - where people work:

Relevance of CSD boundary - other:

4.1 - SITE HISTORY

- Major events & stories: For the past two and a half years the township has been involved in
amalgamation talks with Huron County. The talks have stalled over concerns about where the
new boundaries will be drawn. A number of options have been proposed including the
establishment of three county zones to replace the existing 25. Usborne residents want to maintain
some form of representation on the new council.

The recent construction of a large greenhouse just outside of Exeter on highway #83 has also
raised some concern among Usborne residents, particularly those in close proximity to the
operation. They are concerned about the level of water consumption at the greenhouse and its
potential effect on the water table.

5.2.1 - SERVICES

WATER
- municipal water to everyone:
- municipal water to some: yes

- sewage collection and disposal: no

GARBAGE COLLECTION yes
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- open garbage dump: yes

- sanitary landfill:

SIDEWALKS
- sidewalks throughout village/town: no
- sidewalks in center of community only: no

- cable TV: no

INTERNET ACCESS
- to everyone willing to pay: yes
- free through community centre: yes

- specific institutions/individuals: yes

LOCAL NEWSPAPER

- daily: no

- weekly: yes

- monthly: no

- newsletter (no regional or area news):

- national newspaper: yes

FIRE DEPARTMENT
- paid, full time professionals: yes
- volunteers: yes

- approximate response time to centroid: 15 mins.
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POLICE

- RCMP:

- provincial: yes

- municipal:

- number of personnel: 5

- approximate response time to centroid:15 mins

EMERGENCY SERVICES

-911:no

- road ambulance service:yes

- approximate response time to centroid: 20 mins.
- air ambulance service: no

- approximate response time to centroid:

ROADS

(type and condition): 4. paved, few potholes, shoulders; snow clearance; salting/sanding
& 5 - paved; no potholes; shoulders; painted lines; snow clearance; salting/sanding

6.1 - SOCIAL SERVICES / EDUCATION

Elementary school

- distance from centroid (km): 8.5

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 8.5

- special transportation needs: Privately operated van is available from Exeter.
- wheelchair access: Yes, and washrooms

- comments: Usborne Central School, Usborne Township.

http://132.205.87.156:591/FMPro 4/28/03



NRE Workbooks 1998.fp3 Page 6 of 32

High school

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10

- special transportation needs: Privately operated van is available from Exeter.
- wheelchair access: Yes, with elevator

- comments: South Huron District High School, Exeter.

Technical school

- distance from centroid (km): 10, 33, 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10, 33, 40

- special transportation needs:Privately operated van is available from Exeter.
- wheelchair access:

- comments: Centralia, Clinton, London

University

- distance from centroid (km): 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 40

- special transportation needs: Privately operated van is available from Exeter.
- wheelchair access:

- comments: London

Extension courses
- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:yes

- comments: Exeter, continuing education.

Other institutions

- distance from centroid (km): 10, 33

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10, 33
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Separate elementary school: Precious Blood Separate School, Exeter - Separate high
school: Clinton

6.2 - SOCIAL SERVICES / HEALTH 10

Hospital

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:yes

- comments: South Huron Hospital, Exeter

Blood/urine testing facility

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes
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- comments: Exeter

X-ray facility

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter

Baby delivery facility

- distance from centroid (km): 22, 35

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain, 35
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: St Mary's, Stratford

CT scan facility

- distance from centroid (km): 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 40
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:uncertain

- comments: London

Nursing home

- distance from centroid (km):10
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- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter Villa, Exeter.
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Doctor(s)

- distance from centroid (km):10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter

Nurse(s)

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter

Dentist(s)

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Exeter
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Dental Surgeon(s)

- distance from centroid (km): 35, 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain, 40
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: Stratford, London

Optometrist(s)

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter

Home care / visits

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

VON
- distance from centroid (km): 20

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Hensall
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Social worker(s)

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Other (specify)

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

6.3 - SOCIAL SERVICES / LEGAL

Lawyer

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: to some extent
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- comments: Exeter

Notary

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Citizenship court

- distance from centroid (km): 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 40
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: London

6.4 - SOCIAL SERVICES / FINANCIAL

Bank

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter: Bank of Montreal, Scotia Bank, Royal Bank, National Trust
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Credit Union

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: no

- comments: Exeter

Page 13 of 32

ATM

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: all major banks have ATM's

Micro-financing group

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Insurance office
- distance from centroid (km): 10
- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10

- special transportation needs:
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- wheelchair access: to some extent

- comments: Exeter
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6.5 - SOCIAL SERVICES / CARE

Daycare

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: Exeter, private centre - Exeter, co-operative day care centre

Seniors / retirement home

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Exeter

6.6 - SOCIAL SERVICES / GOVERNMENT

E.L office
- distance from centroid (km): 50
- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50

- special transportation needs:
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- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Revenue Canada office

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Auto insurance office

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: Goderich

- comments: uncertain

Welfare office

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Town hall
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- distance from centroid (km): 8
- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 8
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Usborne Township Administration.
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Band council

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

6.7 - SOCIAL SERVICES / LOCAL

Food bank

- distance from centroid (km): 10, 20

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain, uncertain

- special transportation needs: mobile service

- wheelchair access: uncertain, mobile service

- comments: Usborne Township Administration.

Clothing exchange / depot
- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: to some extent

- comments: Exeter
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Secondhand stores

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: to some extent

- comments: Exeter

Drop-in centre

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Halfway house

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Counseling services

- distance from centroid (km): 33, 55

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 33, 55
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: Clinton, Goderich

Family distress

- distance from centroid (km): 33, 55

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 33, 55
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: Clinton, Goderich

Women's shelter

- distance from centroid (km): 10, 33

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10, 33
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain, uncertain

- comments: Exeter, Clinton

Alcohol / drug abuse
- distance from centroid (km): 10
- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10

- special transportation needs:
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- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Exeter

6.8 - SOCIAL SERVICES / PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Bus

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments: only a charter bus service available

Freight train

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Passenger train

- distance from centroid (km): 22

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: St. Mary's
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Scheduled air service

- distance from centroid (km): 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 40
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: London

Small plane

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): uncertain
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:uncertain

- comments: Centralia

Connecting flights

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Helicopter
- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Boat

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Regular ferry / taxi

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

On demand

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Car taxi

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:yes

- comments: Exeter

Other (specify)

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

6.9 - SOCIAL SERVICES / FACILITIES

Curling

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Municipal indoor pool

- distance from centroid (km): 40
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- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):40
- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: London
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Municipal outdoor pool

- distance from centroid (km): 7, 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 7, 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes, yes

- comments: Kirkton, Exeter

Municipal indoor skating rink

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: South Huron Recreation Centre, Exeter

Municipal outdoor skating rink

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Community playing field

- distance from centroid (km): 7, 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 7, 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes, yes

- comments: Kirkton, Exeter

Community gym

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Community centre

- distance from centroid (km): 7

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 7
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Kirkton

YM/YWCA
- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Municipal athletic club

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Private athletic club

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:uncertain

- comments: Exceter

Commercial athletic club

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Theatre

- distance from centroid (km): 25

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 25
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Grand Bend
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Cinema

- distance from centroid (km): 40

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):40
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: London

Museum

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Library
- distance from centroid (km): 7, 10
- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 7, 10

- special transportation needs:
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- wheelchair access: yes, no

- comments:Kirkton, Exeter

Parks

- distance from centroid (km): 8, 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 8, 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:yes, yes

- comments: Morrison Dam Conservation Area, Usborne Township - Riverside Park, Exeter

Other (specify)

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Fair Grounds - Exeter

Community organized teams (juniors / children)
- distance from centroid (km): 8, 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 8, 10

- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments: Kirkton, Exeter

Community organized teams (adults)
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- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments: Exeter
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Municipal art programmes

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Private art programmes

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access:

- comments:

6.10 - SOCIAL SERVICES / VOLUNTEER & SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Religious groups

- distance from centroid (km): 7, centroid

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 7, centroid
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- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access: no, no

- comments: Kirkton, Elimville
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Rotary club

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Exeter

Historical society

- distance from centroid (km): 50

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 50
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: uncertain

- comments: Goderich

Other 1

- distance from centroid (km): 10

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km): 10
- special transportation needs:

- wheelchair access: yes

- comments: Legion - Exeter
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Other 2

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:
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Other 3

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Other 4

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Other 5

- distance from centroid (km):

- distance from centroid in 1981 (km):

- special transportation needs:
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- wheelchair access:

- comments:

Services named by citizens as unavailable: Bus service for senior citizens and handicapped (being
discussed by the township).

Publicly funded programmes specific to community: CAPS - Internet
Huron Employment Resource Centre - leadership training

Accessibility Codes: In general, people did not have a strong awareness of the facilities that had
wheelchair access. They could not remember or they had not taken notice of the facilities.

7.0 - ECONOMIC FORTUNES

List of businesses w/ number of employees: See attached business directory for Usborne Township
and the Town of Exeter.

List of home-based businesses w/ activity:

List of businesses that ship goods out of area:

Major suppliers and locations for each business:

Information from Chamber of Commerce:

Degree of Optimism Perceived: Usborne Township viewed by some residents and neighbouring

residents as an ‘affluent' township. Many people believe that Usborne is a prosporous township
with a good future.

8.0 - RESOURCE BASE & AMENITIES

Special environmental and/or resource features: Excellent agricultural soils, Morrison Dam
Conservation Area, roads are in excellent condition.

Negative features: Very intense agricultural operations, mostly crops. A switch to more livestock
operations (swine, poultry etc.) could trigger some concerns about manure runoff and smell.

Local strategies or projects engaged or planned:
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9.0 - DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE

Current population: 1579

Net migration (in/out/net):

Current Number of Households: 529
Average family Size:

Age Structure:

Language:

Religion:

Literacy levels:

Social changes (population, characteristics, problems):

EXTRA INFORMATION (when available)

End of Entry

Start New Search
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