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Final Research Report
Research Findings Summary

Our project brought together researchers, rural community residents and government policy makers at 
all levels to examine social cohesion in a rural context. This project the NRE involved 17 researchers at
14 universities, hired over 66 students and 16 non-students, and produced over 198 reports, papers, 
presentations and flyers for a variety of audiences. To answer the principle questions surrounding 
social cohesion, researchers examined existing literature, census and survey materials, and information 
collected over 3 years of work by the NRE Project of CRRF. A survey of 1995 households was 
conducted in 20 of the NRE sites. The major findings are organized below in terms of our original 
research questions. (1) What does social cohesion mean and how can it be measured in a rural context? 
Social cohesion was identified as "the extent to which people respond collectively to achieve their 
valued outcomes."  It is an outcome of a series of processes specific to activities, times, and groups. It 
may be positive for some and negative for others.  It was measured by how community residents 
perceive their cohesiveness and how they perform with respect to cohesiveness. (2) What systems 
promote or undermine social cohesion in contemporary rural Canada? Our research identified several 
major processes affecting the level of social cohesion in rural Canada: technological changes, market 
liberalization, concentration, and state fiscal crises. These in turn have increased mobility in rural areas,
shifted populations so that some communities decline while others grow, reduced the power of most 
rural places, and marginalized smaller producers. We traced the impacts of these processes on social 
cohesion by focusing on four underlying types of social relations: market (rights and obligations 
determined by supply and demand); bureaucratic (rights based on authority and status); associative 
(rights based on shared interests); and, communal (rights based on reciprocity and favours). (3) How 
have the form and intensity of social cohesion changed over the last 30 years? Traditionally, social 
cohesion in rural areas was based on associative and communal relations. With increasing 
globalization, mobility, and the ascendancy of the new right, market and bureaucratic relations have 
come to dominate public life. The nature of social cohesion has been changing as a result. (4) How 
have changes in social cohesion affected rural communities? Rural people are at a disadvantage where 
populations decline and market and bureaucratic social relations dominate. This is reflected in 
reductions in social services, economic challenges (where social cohesion cannot minimize transactions
costs or reduce uncertainty), weakened communications (where the infrastructure or skills cannot keep 
up with the pace of change), and governance structures that are less able to cope with shifting power 
relations. At the same time, new forms of social cohesion are emerging that are more effective in the 
new rural context. (5) How can rural communities best position themselves in the light of our analysis? 
There are many economic, political, and social actions to be taken in order to improve the rural 
situation. Most of them would benefit by improving the nature and extent of social cohesion. They will 
need to accommodate populations that are more mobile, dispersed, heterogeneous, and independent. 
This means diversifying local economies and social relations. It includes building capacity to function 
effectively in markets and bureaucracies, both locally and at a distance. Developing expertise in 
communications and governance are also required.
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Summarize your research results and their general significance in one page or less (300-500 words). Use plain, non-technical language.
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to Canadians. SSHRC Public Affairs may wish to use this summary for promotional purposes; they will contact you before doing so.
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Success/Hindrance Factors

Rank

1

2

3

Factor

Team collaboration

SSHRC Funding

Complementary funding (i.e. other sources)

List any additional factors that facilitated your research.

Willingness of the rural communities to collaborate

FactorRank

Release time (i.e. employment)1

Physical/material resources (office space, etc.)2

Partnership negotiation3

Some of our smaller universities have few graduate students, resources, and time for research; Rural 
research has high travel and time costs; Partnership demands little undestood by funders.

List any additional difficulties you confronted in your research.

Indicate whether the following factors contributed or caused difficulties in achieving your research.
Success Factors -Indicate and rank up to 3 factors that contributed most to the success of your research.

Hindrance Factors - Indicate and rank up to 3 factors that most hindered your research.
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Impacts

In which one of the following areas will your research have the most impact?

Assess - as well as you can under present circumstances - the current and/or potential impacts of the research on which you are
reporting. Answer the questions below using the response scale provided.

Social

Definitely

Our research has brought rural residents together locally and nationally. They have come to 
contextualize their situation and establish networks with others. We have brought policy-makers into 
contact with rural people and informed their deliberations with our research. We have established a 
national research and education infrastructure with high quality and rural-relevant data.

Please add any further comments or examples on current impacts of the research on which you are reporting. 

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of culture (broadly understood), e.g., of 
literature, art, history, anthropology, cultural criticism, etc.?

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of social issues and social development? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of economic development, policies or 
practices? 

Definitely

Will your research have an impact on public policy debate? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on teaching (e.g., development of new courses) or professional 
practice? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on the development of new research methodologies? Possibly

Will your research have an impact in other disciplines? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on international collaboration? Definitely

Have your research findings been disseminated to an academic audience? 

Have your research findings been disseminated to decision-makers in the public, private and 
not-for-profit sectors? 

Have your research findings been disseminated to the general public? 

Have your research findings for this project contributed to – or will it contribute to – enhancing accessible 
research infrastructure (e.g., collections of materials, Web sites, data bases, networks, etc.)? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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key research partners included in your

Networking

rlyons@is.dal.ca

Atlantic Health Promotion Resarch Centre

FRenee

CANADA

1 Research organization

Lyons
494-1152
494-3594

902
902

01
01

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Intellectual contribution; Knowledge application; Networking

LEONARD.APEDAILE@UALBERTA.CA

Canadian Rural Restructuring Foundation

Peter

CANADA

1 Charitable organization

Apedaile
636-283678001
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Networking

rpong@NICKEL.LAURENTIAN.CA

Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research

Raymond

CANADA

1 Research organization

Pong
4357675-1151

675-4855
705
705

01
01

Networking

patrice_leblanc@uqat.uquebec.ca

Chaire Desjardins des petites collectivitées

Patrice

CANADA

1 Association

Leblanc
316874-3837

825-5361
819
819

01
01
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reimer@vax2.concordia.ca

Concordia University

36,510

C.William

CANADA

1 University

Reimer
2171848-2424

848-2322
514
514

01
01

Networking

Federation of Canadian Municipalities

Joseph P.

CANADA

1 Federal government

Dion
241-5221
241-7440

613
613

01
01
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Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Financial contribution; Networking

john_wootton@hc-sc.gc.ca

Health Canada

50,000

John

CANADA

1 Federal government

Wootton
946-8622
946-5686

613
613

01
01

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Financial contribution; In-kind contribution; Intellectual 
contribution; Networking

ken.donnelly@hrdc-drhc.gc.ca

Human Resources and Development Canada

8,120

Donnelly

CANADA

1 Federal government

Ken
956-886081901
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ken.donnelly@hrdc-drhc.gc.ca

Interdepartmental Working Group on Rural Communities

67,000

Ken

CANADA

1 Federal government

Donnelly
956-886081901

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Intellectual contribution; Networking

dwilkinson@laurentian.ca

Laurentian University

Derek

CANADA

1 University

Wilkinson
4228675-1151

675-4812
705
705
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Intellectual contribution; Networking

iemke@swgc.mun.ca

Memorial University of Newfoundland

Ivan

CANADA

1 University

Emke
6322637-6200

639-8125
709
709

Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Improvements to research design; 
In-kind contribution; Intellectual contribution; Staff time

dwbruce@mta.ca

Mount Allison University

David

CANADA

1 University

Bruce
364-2395
364-2601

506
506
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key research partners included in your

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Improvements to research design; In-kind contribution; 
Intellectual contribution; Knowledge application; Networking; Staff time

reimer@vax2.concordia.ca

New Rural Economy Project

Bill

CANADA

1 Research organization

Reimer
2171848-2424

848-2322
514
514

01
01

Networking

pacific.resources@bc.sympatico.ca

Pacific Resources Centre

Jennifer

CANADA

1 Research organization

Crawford
264-0235
264-0234

604
604

01
01
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dwbruce@mta.ca

Rural and Small Town Program

David

CANADA

1 Professional association

Bruce
634-2395
364-2601

506
506

01
01

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Financial contribution; Intellectual contribution; Networking

MoganA@EM.AGR.CA

Rural Secretariat of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

67,500

Aurelia

CANADA

1 Federal government

Mogan
984-7788
983-8357

204
204

01
01
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Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; In-kind contribution; Intellectual 
contribution; Networking

martzd@duke.usask.ca

St. Peter's College, University of Saskatchewan

Diane

CANADA

1 University

Martz
682-7870
682-1360

306
306

01
01

Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Financial contribution; Improvements 
to research design; In-kind contribution; Intellectual contribution; Networking

rayd.bollman@sk.sympatico.ca

Statistics Canada

9,000

DRay

CANADA

1 Federal government

Bollman
951-3747
951-3868

613
613

01
01
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Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; In-kind contribution; Intellectual 
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chouino@umoncton.ca

Université de Moncton

Omer

CANADA

1 University

Chouinard
858-4761
863-2000

506
506

01
01

Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Improvements to research design; 
In-kind contribution; Intellectual contribution; Networking

bruno_jean@uqar.uquebec.ca

Université du Québec à Rimouski

Bruno

CANADA

1 University

Jean
1642724-1986

724-1847
418
418

01
01
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Knowledge application; Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Improvements to research design; 
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patrice.leblanc@uqat.uquebec.ca

Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

Patrice

CANADA

1 University

Leblanc
316874-3837

825-5361
819
819

01
01

Diffusion and Dissemination of findings; Financial contribution; Improvements to research design; 
In-kind contribution; Intellectual contribution; Knowledge application; Networking

halseth@unbc.ca

University of Northern British Columbia

8,000

Greg

CANADA

1 University

Halseth
960-5826
960-5539

250
250

01
01
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Did you receive financial support for this research from other sources than SSHRC? List all other sources of funding received
for this research, excluding that from research partners.

CMHC - Halseth 12,000

Concordia University 36,510

CRSE - Beckley 2,400

Government of British Columbia - Halseth 13,000

Health Canada 50,000

HRDC - Halseth 5,000

HRDC - Reimer 3,120

Inderpartmental Working Group on Rural Communities 67,000

Natural Resources Canada 25,000

Rural Secretariat of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 67,500

Saskatchewan Centennial Student Funding (Beckley) 7,500

Statistics Canada 9,000
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Undergraduate

Masters

Doctoral

Non-students

Postdoctoral

Other (e.g., technician, professional research associate, etc.)

Canadian Foreign

Canadian Foreign

30

27

6

16

3

Promotional Activities
Do you or your university have, or have access to, any items or materials about your research team
or your research in progress that SSHRC could use in promoting social sciences and humanities
research? This could include photographs, press releases, articles in periodicals and Web site postings.

NoYes

Your Comments

We welcome your comments and suggestions for improving our service. SSHRC staff will pass your feedback on to the various sections and 
will also endeavour to respond to your comments directly.

Getting bumped out of system randomly is frustrating. Would like to have an electronic copy of our 
work available after. Should be able to go to the last page or any page directly. Nee a consistent ordering
of entries- hard to catch errors/duplicate entries. Add in a search button so we could locate specific 
records as we go along.

Support provided by SSHRC staff (i.e., technical and programs).

New SSHRC web-based form.

Very satisfied

Very satisfied

Response time for web forms help. Very satisfied

Easy access (e.g. SSHRC web site). Satisfied

As we strive to provide the best possible service to our community, we count on you to let us know how we are doing.
On the basis of your own experience, please select the response that best describes your satisfaction with the following
aspects of services that SSHRC provides.

Students
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1999 1575 / 5

Helping Communities Help Themselves: Industry-Community Relations for Sustainable Timber- 
Dependent Communities

The Forestry Chronicle

Beckley, Thomas; Reimer, William

Published Co-authorNoYes

Article in research journal

1999/

Human Capital and Rural Development: What are the Linkages?

Reshaping the Countryside: Perceptions and Processes of Rural Change

Bollman, Ray D.

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter
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2002/

Contribution of Collective Entrepreneurship in Regional Development: Case Study of Two New 
Brunswick Enterprises

Journal of Rural Cooperation

Chouinard, O.; Desjardins, P. M.; Forgues, E.

Accepted for publication ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal

2000/

Social Capital, Social Cohesion, Community: A Microeconomic Analysis

Team Work: The Economics of Social Cohesion

Dayton-Johnson, Jeff

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter
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2001/

Social Cohesion and Economic Prosperity

Dayton-Johnson, Jeff

Published ContributorNoYes

Book

1999 575 / 5

New Voices in the Debate: The Quesnel Women's Resource Centre and Sustainable Community 
Development

The Forestry Chronicle

Halseth, G.; Lo, J.

Published ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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/

Re-thinking the Linkages Between Services and Social Cohesion/Capital in Rural and Small Town 
Places

The New Rural Economy: From Challenge to Action

Halseth, Greg

Submitted ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

/

The New Rural Economy: From Challenge to Action

Martz, Diane

Submitted EditorNoYes

Book
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2002/

Building Community in an Instant Town: A Social Geography of Mackenzie and Tumbler Ridge, 
British Columbia

Halseth, Greg; Sullivan, Lana

Published ContributorNoYes

Book

2002 1733 / 3

Rural Community Well-Being: Models and Applications to Changes in the Ontario Tobacco-Belt

Geoforum

Ramsey, Douglas; Smit, B.

Published ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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2002/

Social Cohesion in Rural Canada

Reimer, Bill; Wilkinson, Derek; Woodrow, Anna

Submitted Co-editorNoYes

Book

2000 1732 / 2

Responding to Discrimination: Influences of Respondent Gender, Target Race, and Target Gender

Canadian Ethnic Studies

Wilkinson, Derek

Published ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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2001 6/

Building social capital and community learning networks in community access centres.

Learning to Manage Change: Developing Regional Communities for a Local-Global Millennium.

Bruce, David

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2001 27/

Micro business networks in rural canada: The case of peer lending and micro credit circles

Industrial Networks and Proximity

Bruce, David; Wehrell, Roger

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter
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2000 23/

The challenge of managing change at the community level: New mandates for communities and 
government

Challenge and opportunity: Managing change in Canadian towns and villages

Bruce, David

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2001 13/

Building a CED movement in Canada: A policy framework to scale up CED in Canada

Rising Tide: Community Development Tools, Models and Processes

Bruce, David

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter
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2001 14/

A Good Place to Grow Old? Rural Communities and Support to Seniors

Writing off the Rural West: Globalization, Governments, and the Transformation of Rural Communities

Keating, N.; Keefe, J.; Dobbs, B.

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2000 17/

Les jeunes de milieu rural et leur rapport

Gouvernance et territoires ruraux. Elements d'un debat sur la responsabilite du developpement

LeBlanc, P.

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

Personal information will be stored in the Personal Information Bank for the appropriate program. Final Research Report (2002)

PROTECTED WHEN COMPLETEDPage 9.8

Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada

Final Research Report
- (cont'd)

Number of pagesYear of publicationVolume/NumberCategory

Title

Title of book/journal

Author(s) - Include list of authors in bibliographic format in the same order found in the publication.

Title of book/journal

Author(s) - Include list of authors in bibliographic format in the same order found in the publication.

Refereed?Publication status Your role

List any awards or prizes you have received for this contribution.

Title

Category Volume/Number Year of publication Number of pages

List any awards or prizes you have received for this contribution.

Publication status Refereed? Your role



File number

Research Contributions
List all books (e.g., monograph, texbook, atlas, etc.), book chapters and articles resulting from this SSHRC grant. If appropriate, include other
contributions under the Other Research Contributions section.

2003/

Profitable Associations: The Role of Social Capital in Rural Community Economic Development

Rural and Small Town Canada

Wall, Ellen; Connell, David

Accepted for publication ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2003/

Voluntary Sector Issues in Rural Japan and Rural Ontario

Rural and Small Town Canada

Wall, Ellen; Ken-ichi Yabe; Connell, David; Tachikawa, Masashi

Accepted for publication ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter
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2003/

Communication and Social Cohesion

Social Cohesion in Rural Canada: Book in Progress

Emke, Ivan; Bruce, David; Wilkinson, Derek

Submitted ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2003/

Community Newspapers and Community Identity

Journal of Rural Studies

Emke, Ivan

Submitted ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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2003/

Participation, Action and Capacity: Identifying the Inactive

Newfoundland Studies

Walsh, D.; Ramsey, D.

Submitted ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal

2003 2212 / 2

Réussir le développement des communautés rurales : dix conditions gagnantes

Organisations & Territoires

Jean, Bruno

Published ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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2003 19/

La construction sociale de la ruralité

Le temps du paysage

Jean, Bruno

Published ContributorNoYes

Book Chapter

2002 2218 /

Les territoires ruraux dans la modernité avancée et la recomposition des systèmes ruraux

Estudos Sociedade e Agricultura, Universidade Federale do Rio de Janiero

Jean, Bruno

Published ContributorNoYes

Article in research journal
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Audio visual product (e.g. documentary, etc.)

The New Rural Economy Project: What have we learned? (In French and English)

Woodrow, Anna; des Ormeaux, Roger; Reimer, Bill

2002General Public

Audio visual product (e.g. documentary, etc.)

The Canada-Japan Project

Woodrow, Anna; Des Ormeaux, Roger

2002International Research Communities
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Conference paper

The Informal Economy in Rural Canada

Reimer, Bill

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Convergence in the Classroom: using Communications Technology to Build Human Capital and 
Community Capacity

Emke, Ivan

2002Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

What Does Social Cohesion Contribute to the Rural Economy? A Tale of Four Countries

Dayton-Johnson, Jeff

2000Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The New Rural Economy Project: What have we Learned?

Woodrow, Anna; Reimer, Bill

2002Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

Leadership and Social Capital in Rural Communities

Jean, Bruno

2000Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The 3 C's: Capital, Capacity, Cohesion

Reimer, Bill

2001Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

What is a nice development officer like you doing in a dingy TV studio like this? The role of 
communications in community economic development

Emke, Ivan

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Voluntary Organizations in the New Rural Economy: Options and Choices

Reimer, Bill

2000Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

Processes of exclusion and inclusion in the New Rural Economy

Reimer, Bill

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Information and Communications Technologies

Ramsey, Doug

2002Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

The New Rural Economy: Options and Choices

Reimer, Bill

1999Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The Meaning of Community and Community as Meaning

Connell, David J.

2001Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

Broken circle or breaking new ground? Impacts from municipal restructuring and changes in service 
delivery on social capital in rural Ontario

Connell, David J.; Wall, Ellen

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The New Rural Community

Connell, David J.

2001Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

The NRE Household Survey

Reimer, Bill

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The Role of Participatory Communication in Supporting Communities, Fostering Learning and 
Building Networks

Emke, Ivan

2000Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

Social Cohesion in Rural Canada: Policy Implications

Woodrow, Anna

2002Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Social Cohesion in Rural Canada: Implications for Rural Policy

Reimer, Bill

2002Academic and Other Experts
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Conference paper

Community Newspapers and Community Identity

Emke, Ivan

2001Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

The Informal Economy in Rural Canada

Reimer, Bill

2000Academic and Other Experts
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Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Le project de la Nouvelle Economie Rurale: Qu'avons-nous appris sur Taschereau

Woodrow, Anna; Reimer, Bill; Bryant, Cindy; Burns, Mike; des Ormeaux, Roger; Sharkey, Andrea; 
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Andrea;Teitelbaum, Sara; Walsh, Deatra
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Reimer, Bill; Woodrow, Anna; Des Ormeaux, Roger
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NRE Researchers
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NRE Researchers
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NRE Researchers
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2001Community Groups

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Spalding Flyer

NRE Researchers

2002General Public
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The New Rural Economy Project: What have we learned about Winterton?

Reimer, Bill; Woodrow, Anna; Bryant, Cindy; Burns, Mike; des Ormeaux, Roger; Sharkey, Andrea; 
Teitelbaum, Sara; Walsh, Deatra

2002Community Groups
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The New Rural Economy Project: What have we learned about Rhineland?

Reimer, Bill; Woodrow, Anna; Bryant, Cindy; Burns, Mike; des Ormeaux, Roger; Sharkey, Andrea; 
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NRE Researchers
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The New Rural Economy Project: What have we learned about Mackenzie (2002)
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Reimer, Bill; Woodrow, Anna; Bryant, Cindy; Burns, Mike; des Ormeaux, Roger; Sharkey, Andrea; 
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