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Consequences:

•The old function of rural communities has disappeared (services centres 
for commodity production)

•Technologies, markets, and policies mean that it is no longer necessary 
to have rural communities

•Few economic functions for communities have emerged:

•Bedroom communities

•Tourist communities

•Amenity communities

•Retirement communities
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(Re)vitalization occurs when capital and resources are (re)organized to 
produce desired outcomes. The abiity of rural communities to do this in 
an appropriate and successful fashion is what we refer to as the 
community’s capacity.

Capital

•Human-made assets used for productive purposes
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Social cohesion and social capital

•Depending on how it is used, social cohesion may become social capital

•if it is used for productive purposes
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Social Cohesion as Perception

•Assessment of previous cohesion

•Anticipation of future cohesion

•Expression of affective association

•Raise it as an empirical question – is there a relationship between the 
two

•Raise it as an issue of identity

•Derek’s work:

•Cohesion (anticipation of working together) – could be used as social 
capital

•Commitment (expression of affective association) – personal 
identification with community

•Neighbouring activity (assessment of previous cohesion)
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