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OUR MISSION AND VISION 
Housed at Concordia University in Montreal, Canada, the 
Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network 
(QUESCREN) provides opportunities to promote the 
understanding and vitality of Quebec’s English-language 
minority communities through research, knowledge 
mobilization, networking, and outreach.

QUESCREN envisions an inclusive Quebec where the vitality 
of English speakers is enhanced through easy access to clear, 
relevant, evidence-based, and collaborative research.

QUESCREN’s offices are located at the Loyola Campus, Concordia University
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Co-directors

Brian Lewis, PhD 
Professor,  
Department of Communications Studies

Patrick Donovan, PhD 
Research and Operations Manager  
Affiliate Professor, Department of History

Chedly Belkhodja, PhD 
Professor,  
School of Community and Public Affairs

Staff

Lorraine O’Donnell, PhD 
Senior Research Manager 
Affiliate Professor, School of Community and 
Public Affairs

Anna Hunt, MA  
Research Associate

Marie Rousseau 
Communications Officer 

John Dickson 
Financial Officer

Jonathan Patton 
Administrative & Operations Officer
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Simon-Pierre Lacasse, PhD 
Senior Education Research Associate 
Affiliate Professor, Department of History

Anita Aloisio, MA  
Research Associate

Lina Shoumarova, MA  
Senior Research Associate
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https://www.concordia.ca/faculty/brian-lewis.html
https://www.concordia.ca/faculty/patrick-donovan.html
https://www.concordia.ca/faculty/chedly-belkhodja.html
https://www.concordia.ca/faculty/lorraine-odonnell.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html
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Students and Recent Graduates

QUESCREN supports students engaged in research through mentorship, supervision, 
and training.

Jacob Mahfoud Meghan Rulli Nathalie Hall Uma Velamuri

Undergraduates Uma Velamuri (Concordia) and Meghan Rulli (Concordia) contribute 
to ongoing research projects through literature reviews, data analysis, and the 
development of research papers. Alex Schofield (Concordia), an MA student, is  
co-authoring a research brief with a researcher-member. Lianne Roben Koren, MA 
(UC Berkeley) supports research for an upcoming podcast, contributing background 
research and content development. Through regular meetings and feedback, we 
help students strengthen their research skills and make intellectual contributions  
to our projects.

We also support students working in communications and digital media.  
Natalie Hall (Concordia) contributes to communications and outreach activities, 
Jacob Mahfoud (Concordia) supports video production and editing, and  
James Ford Stinchcombe (Concordia) contributes to podcast production.

Finally, we support recent graduates by providing venues for publication and 
dissemination. Lisa Moore, PhD (Concordia), Mahmudul Hassan, PhD (McGill),  
Jilefack Amin Ngami Kounda, PhD (McGill), and Thibault Jacquemont, MA (McGill) are 
producing research briefs in their areas of expertise.

OUR MEMBERS

Researcher-members

QUESCREN’s 86 researcher-members specialize in many fields related to English-
speaking Quebec. They work in different institutions in Quebec, Canada, and abroad.  
Consult our researcher-member directory and see their latest publications below.

QUESCRENews and Our Open Members

QUESCREN’s 904 open members subscribe to our newsletter  
and follow our activities.

Our quarterly bilingual e-newsletter provides information on projects under way, 
new publications and grants, and events related to research on Quebec’s English-
speaking communities. Read past newsletters and subscribe.

https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/researchers/Researcher-directory.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter.html
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Advisory Board

The Advisory Committee provides advice to secure resources and support 
QUESCREN’s strategic direction. Consult our Advisory Board member list.

Inter-Level Educational Table (ILET)

ILET brings together representatives from the continuum of Quebec’s  
English-language educational institutions and associations, along with 
community groups and the public sector. QUESCREN supports the Table 
through research, knowledge mobilization, and promoting collaboration.  
Consult our list of ILET members. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Research Requests

This fiscal year, QUESCREN responded to 26 research requests on a range of topics 
related to English-speaking Quebec, including history, education, health, culture, and 
community development. QUESCREN provided bibliographic support, connected 
individuals with experts, and reviewed research projects and manuscripts.

Community Development Plan

QUESCREN has also been working with TALQ and other community organizations 
to develop a 2022-2027 Community Development Plan. Lorraine O’Donnell  
co-chairs the Data Roundtable, one of the four Community Vitality Roundtables.

https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/team.html#advisory
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/educational-table.html#ILET
https://qcgn.ca/community-development-plan-2022-2027/#%3A~%3Atext%3DA%20FRAMEWORK%20FOR%20COLLECTIVE%20COMMUNITY%20ACTION%26text%3DINTRODUCTION-%2CWorking%20Together%20for%20a%20More%20Vital%20Community%2C%20the%202022%2D2027%2Cof%20our%20Community%20of%20Communities


PUBLICATIONS PRODUCED BY QUESCREN

Quebecers With Linguistic 
Angst Show Less Support for 
Anglophone Education Rights 

QUESCREN Working Paper no. 14   
November 2025  

Raphaël Gani, Ph.D., and Anthony Di Mascio, Ph.D.

1  /  10

THE RECOGNITION OF ENGLISH-
SPEAKING COMMUNITIES IN  
QUEBEC’S COMMEMORATION AND 
HERITAGE PRACTICES

By Lina Shoumarova, MA1  
Reviewed by Patrick Donovan, PhD2 and Lorraine O’Donnell, PhD3

April 2025

Research Brief no. 23

Commemoration shapes historical memory, reinforces cultural identity, and 
can ensure that diverse communities see their histories reflected in public life.  
In 2022, the Quebec government introduced a new commemoration strategy,  
Je me souviens,4 named after the provincial motto. With a $6.2 million 
budget over three years, and overseen by the Ministère de la Culture et des 
Communications (MCC), the strategy aims to recognize the people, events, 
and places that have shaped Quebec’s history. It is part of broader effort to 
institutionalize a particular vision of Quebec identity, including the creation of 
a national history museum. How inclusive is this vision, and does it adequately 
reflect Quebec’s diverse communities, including English speakers?

This brief examines the Quebec commemoration strategy and a related online 
database of the province’s cultural heritage, focusing on their representation of 
Quebec’s English-speaking minority. 

1,2,3 Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network, 
Concordia University, Montreal, Canada.

4 The phrase means “I remember” in English. 

Wave 3

References and Additional Resources

Wave 2

Primary and Secondary School Measures:
No renewals on temporary 3-year
eligibility permits for international
students
Internal and external school
communications now primarily in
French

This element was challenged in
court and granted a stay 

Out-of-Province Students:
Tuition increases for out-of-province students 
French learning requirements to ensure that 80% of students
meet level 5 oral proficiency

International Student Requirements:
Tuition increases for some international students at English-
language universities
Bill 74 (adopted in 2024) gives the provincial government
authority over decisions related to managing international
student applications

Policy and Legislation Changes Affecting 
English-Language Education in Quebec

Based on a presentation by Me. Marion Sandilands,
Partner at Conway Baxter Wilson Litigation, 

at the CARE Conference, Sept. 25-26, 2024 in Montreal, Quebec

I N F O G R A P H I C  S U M M A R Y

Infographic designed by Amanda Argento

Restructuring of School Boards:
School service centres replace school boards

Since 2020, 

Quebec introduced

three waves of

legislative changes

affecting English-

language education. 

LAW 14 (BILL 96) 

     Québec, Ministère de l'Éducation, "Eligibility for Instruction in English," n.d. education.gouv.qc.ca/en/contenus-communs/parents-
and-guardians/instruction-in-english/eligibility

1 

Learn more about the CARE Conference: qesba.qc.ca/en/communiques-presse/care-conference-september-25-26-2024/
Bill 40 information for parents: epcaquebec.org/for-parents/bill-40-explained/
Law 14 impact for CEGEP students: dawsoncollege.qc.ca/admissions/bill-96-law-14-what-does-it-mean-for-you/
Understanding tuition fees increase (for university students): concordia.ca/students/financial/tuition-fees/rates/2024-changes.html

2023

2022

English School Boards Remain in Place:
English school boards challenged Bill 40 in court on
constitutional grounds
A stay was granted to prevent its enforcement in the English
system
Constitutional challenge successful at trial
In April 2025, Quebec Court of Appeal suspended Bill 40
permanently in the English system on constitutional grounds;
an appeal at the Supreme Court of Canada is still possible

CEGEP Measures:
Legal designation as English-language
institutions for the first time
Registrations at English-language
institutions are capped at 17.5% of the
total CEGEP/college student population
Priority given to students with a
certificate of eligibility for English
schools

1 

New requirement to take more courses
in French

Exemptions Granted:
Exemptions possible, mostly for French and Belgian students
Partial exemption from some of these measures granted to
Bishop’s University

Primary/Secondary Education

CEGEP/College +
Primary/Secondary Education

TUITION POLICY CHANGES

University Education

Tuition Changes Challenged:
Concordia and McGill universities challenged the tuition changes
in court
They were denied stays and the new tuition policy for out-of-
province students took effect in Fall 2024 
In April 2025, Quebec’s Superior Court struck down the tuition
hikes and French proficiency requirement for out-of-province
students for both universities

= The court upheld the  government’s authority to change the
funding framework for international student fees
=The Quebec government can appeal the decision

Information last updated in May 2025

Key Terms
Stay: temporarily prevents a law from taking
effect while it is under legal review

2020
BILL 40 

Wave 1

RESEARCH AGENDA 
for Education in Relation  
to English-Speaking Quebec 

Research 
Strategy 
Series

No 1
August 2025

Research 
Strategy 
Series

No 2
September 2025

KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION 
IN PRACTICE 
Insights from QUESCREN

By Anna Hunt, MA 

I N F O G R A P H I C  S U M M A R Y

Vocational Training Opens Doors
Based on a presentation by Veronique Marin, Assistant Director General, and 
Maggie Soldano, Director of Continuing Education at Lester B. Pearson School Board,
at the CARE Conference, Sept. 25-26, 2024 in Montreal, Quebec.

In Quebec, vocational training is important for English-language education and the economy. 
As technologies change, the need for skilled trades is growing. With 28 programs across 8 industry sectors
offered by the Lester B. Pearson School Board, vocational training opens doors for individuals and
provides flexible education pathways to trades and careers.

WHO IS VOCATIONAL
TRAINING FOR?

WHAT IS VOCATIONAL TRAINING?

Vocational training provides a fast track to an exciting career while doing something you love.

Relevant Curriculum
Job-Ready Graduates

Hands-On Skills-Based Industry Partners

 Individuals who are looking to: 
Turn a passion into a career
Improve their employability skills
Switch careers

WHAT DOES VOCATIONAL
TRAINING LOOK LIKE?

Lester B. Pearson School Board offers various
certifications including:

Diploma of Vocational Studies (DVS)
Attestation of Vocational Training
Specialization (AVS)
Skills Training Certificate (STC)

6 - 24 mo.
Program length:

 The information in this section is from the following source: Provincial Employment Roundtable (PERT), English-Language
Vocational and Technical Training in Québec, Report, n.d.,pertquebec.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/English-Language-
Vocational-and-Technical-Training-in-Quebec.pdf

1

Learn more about the CARE Conference: qesba.qc.ca/en/communiques-presse/care-conference-september-25-26-2024/
Find a skilled trade in Quebec (for students): findyourowntrade.com
Demystifying vocational training (for parents): espaceparents.org/en/post-secondary/vocational-training/demystifying-
vocational-training
Read more about professional development (for teachers): observatoirefp.org/en/
For more information on programs offered by Lester B. Pearson School Board: lbpce.ca

REFERENCES AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ENGLISH VOCATIONAL TRAINING IN QUEBEC 1

6.2%
of English speakers in Quebec have
a vocational education diploma.
This number is more than double
for French speakers.

Benefits:
Efficient entry into the workforce
Accessible educational pathway, with most
programs offered at no cost to students

Infographic designed by Amanda Argento

JOB PLACEMENT 

UPON PROGRAM

COMPLETION 

More than 670 English-language vocational and technical training programs are available through 87
institutions, including CEGEPs, colleges, and vocational centres within school boards.

UP TO 90% 

Gani, Raphaël, and 
Anthony Di Mascio. 
Quebecers With Linguistic 
Angst Show Less Support 
for Anglophone Education 
Rights. Working Paper no. 
14. Link

“Erin Hurley, PhD” 
Interview by Anna Hunt. 
Link

“Robert J. Talbot, PhD” 
Interview by Anna Hunt. 
Link

Shoumarova, Lina. The 
Recognition of English-
Speaking Communities in 
Quebec’s Commemoration 
and Heritage Practices. 
Research Brief no. 23. 
Reviewed by P. Donovan 
and L. O’Donnell. Link (Also 
available in French)

QUESCREN. Policy and 
Legislation Changes Affecting 
English-Language Education 
in Quebec. Infographic 
summary based on a 
presentation by Marion 
Sandilands. Designed by 
Amanda Argento. Link  
(Also available in French)

QUESCREN. Research 
Agenda for Education in 
Relation to English-Speaking 
Quebec. Research Strategy 
Series no. 1. Link

Hunt, Anna. Knowledge 
Mobilization in Practice: 
Insights from QUESCREN. 
Research Strategy Series 
no. 2. Reviewed by 
L. O’Donnell. Link

QUESCREN. Policy and 
Legislation Changes Affecting 
English-Language Education 
in Quebec. Infographic 
summary based on a 
presentation by Marion 
Sandilands. Designed by 
Amanda Argento. Link  
(Also available in French)

Research BriefWorking Paper

Research Strategy Series

We published two new research strategy papers in English.

Infographics

We published two infographics in English and French.
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Researcher-Member Portraits

Research Associate Anna Hunt published two interviews as part of our Researcher-member  
portrait series.

https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Working_Paper_14_Gani_DiMascio_EN.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/researchers/portraits/erin-hurley.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/researchers/portraits/robert-talbot.html
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Brief_23_EN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Brief_23_FR_FINAL.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/ILET-Hub-Infographic_Policy-Waves_EN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/ILET-Hub-Infographic_Policy-Waves_FR_FINAL.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_Education_Research_Agenda_RSS1.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_KMb_in_Practice_RSS2.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/ILET-Hub-Infographic_Policy-Waves_EN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/ILET-Hub-Infographic_Policy-Waves_FR_FINAL.pdf
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In addition to the documents listed above, QUESCREN researcher-members published 
the following research relating to English-speaking Quebec over the past fiscal year. 
Please note that the name of the researcher-member is in bold.

Belkhodja, Chedly.  “La régionalisation de l’immigration au Québec. Au-delà des 
« postes vacants »”. Possibles 49, no. 1 (2025): 56–62. Link

Bloom, Myra. Evasive Manoeuvres: Canadian Women’s Confessional Writing.  
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2026. Link

Fibla, Laia., Jessica Kosie, Rachel Ka-Ying Tsui, Christine Potter, Casey Lew-Williams, 
and Krista Byers-Heinlein. “Bilingual Families Align Their Languages During 
Naturalistic Interactions: Evidence From Two Bilingual Communities.” Behavioral 
Sciences 16, no. 5 (2026): 788. Link

Guignard Noël, Josée, Éric Forgues, and Sylvain St-Onge. La fréquentation scolaire des 
enfants admissibles dans la langue officielle minoritaire. Données statistiques de 
2021. Institut canadien de recherche sur les minorités linguistiques, 2025. Link

Guignard Noël, Josée, Éric Forgues, and Sylvain St-Onge. Transmission et rétention de 
la langue maternelle dans la francophonie canadienne et chez les Québécoises et 
Québécois d’expression anglaise. Données statistiques de 2021. Institut canadien 
de recherche sur les minorités linguistiques, 2025. Link. Infographic.

Lewis, Lenora D. (2025). “Anita’s Plight: Challenging Low Expectations for a Black Girl 
in a Montreal High School.” The Qualitative Report 30, no. 5 (2025). Link

O’Donnell, Lorraine. “People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec, un projet d’histoire 
communautaire pour la vitalité de la communauté.” In Bibliothèques et archives 
dans les communautés de langue officielle en situation minoritaire: Enjeux et 
devenir, edited by Alain Roy, Lucie Hotte, Hélène Carrier, and Linda Savoie, 161-
192. University of Ottawa Press, 2025. Link

 Pattison-Meek, Joanne. “Québec’s Strategy to Incentivize Associate Teacher 
Mentorship for Practicums Amid a Teacher Shortage.” International Journal of 
Education Policy and Leadership 21 no. 4 (2025). 

Paquette, Alexandra, and Krista Byers-Heinlein. “Parental Language Mixing in 
Montreal: Rates, Predictors, and Relation to Infants’ Vocabulary Size.” Behavioral 
Sciences, 15 no. 10 (2025): 1371. Link

Smele, Sandra, Meghan Joy, Darla Fortune, Morgan Seeley, Francesca Kohn, and Tess 
Walker. (2026). “Social reproduction as social infrastructure: “Good treatment” of 
English-speaking older adults in Québec.” Quality in Ageing and Older Adults 27 
no. 1 (2026): 73–85. Link

Williams, Dorothy W. “An Appeal for our Young: Closing Opportunities in 1930s 
Montreal.” Intersections 8 no. 1 (2025). Link

Williams, Dorothy W. “Plantation Culture: Early Consumption of American Imagery.” 
Intersections 8 no. 2 (2025). Link

Williams, Dorothy W. The ABCs of Black Stories in Canada, Books 1 & 2: A to Z. Illustrated 
by Joseph Osei Bonsu. DC Canada Education Publishing, 2026. Link

https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/possibles/2025-v49-n1-possibles010004/1117717ar/
https://www.mqup.ca/Books/E/Evasive-Manoeuvres
https://doi.org/10.3390/bs16050788
https://icrml.ca/fr/recherches-et-publications/publications-de-l-icrml/download/374/86284/47?method=view
https://icrml.ca/images/Transmission_et_taux_de_r%C3%A9tention_au_Qc.pdf
https://openurl.ebsco.com/EPDB%3Agcd%3A15%3A22685935/detailv2?sid=ebsco%3Aplink%3Ascholar&id=ebsco%3Agcd%3A185655659&crl=c&link_origin=scholar.google.ca
https://ruor.uottawa.ca/server/api/core/bitstreams/558b85b8-e158-4783-9845-7b4ade0ee003/content
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-328X/15/10/1371
https://doi.org/10.1108/QAOA-06-2025-0058
https://cha-shc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Intersections_8.1.pdf
https://cha-shc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Intersections-8.2-online.pdf
https://dc-canada.ca/products/the-abcs-of-black-stories-in-canada-set?srsltid=AfmBOorX4_pM0F6n2SWnqsJutipUwcPpJJ-79y0RBzRbQv8jL7nxwFfR
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FILMS, VIDEOS AND PODCASTS 
PRODUCED BY QUESCREN

Films

Filmmaker and Research Associate Anita Aloisio directed two long-form documentaries this past year.

Aloisio, Anita, director. English Speakers in the Outaouais: 
Community Challenges and Vitality in Quebec. Documentary, 
27:24, October 9, 2025. Link

Jacquemont, Thibault. “Language Laws and School Choices in 
Quebec.” Interview by Lina Shoumarova. The English-Language 
Education in Quebec Podcast. ILET Research Hub. August 28, 
2025. Audio podcast, 33:36. Link. Also available in French.

Granikov, Vera, and Marlene Chan. “Learning Together to 
Think Critically about Health Information.” Interview by Lina 
Shoumarova. The English-Language Education in Quebec 
Podcast. ILET Research Hub. June 16, 2025. Audio podcast, 
43:06. Link.

Lonergan, Joe. “Interview with Joe Lonergan by Patrick Donovan 
[Video].” Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research 
Network (QUESCREN), Concordia University (Montreal), People’s 
History of English-Speaking Quebec oral history interview 
series, December 9, 2025. Link.

Walling, Richard. “Interview with Richard Walling by Patrick 
Donovan [Video].” Quebec English-Speaking Communities 
Research Network (QUESCREN), Concordia University (Montreal), 
People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec oral history 
interview series, December 9, 2025. Link.

Aloisio, Anita, director. English Speakers in Rouyn-Noranda: 
Small Schools, Big Questions. Documentary, 29:46, October 9, 
2025. Link. 

Oral History Videos

Podcasts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgSD1MhRvMU
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/language-laws-and-school-choices-in-quebec/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/fr/lois-linguistiques-et-education-au-quebec/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/learning-together-to-think-critically-about-health-information/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rqb4Y-x2QFIgfaLnvsjRNz5h71nlL&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3H1YUMaYlNA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I96Gzz2THwo
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EVENTS
QUESCREN hosted 11 events in the past year.

Forum

November 5–7, 2025 
QUESCREN Education and Vitality Forum 2025,  
Concordia University
Sustainable Futures for Quebec’s English-Language Education
Link / Videos

Conference
May 9, 2025
92nd Annual Acfas Conference, École de technologie 
supérieure
L’article 23 et les recours judiciaires concernant l’éducation  
en anglais au Québec.
Link / Videos

Lunch & Learn Webinars
February 20, 2026
Étude sur la situation des langues parlées au Québec
Featuring Christine Routhier  
Link / Video

January 22, 2026
“Can We Talk?” Employment and Representation in the Film Industry
Featuring Elya Myers  
Link / Video

December 4, 2025
Creating Common Ground: How the Blue Metropolis Festival Began
Featuring Russell Fralich  
Link / Video

October 2, 2025
Women, Charity, and Children in 19th-Century Montreal
Featuring Janice Harvey Link / Video

April 11, 2025
How is Section 23 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms Understood in Quebec?
Featuring Raphaël Gani and Anthony Di Mascio Link / Video

Journalist Toula Drimonis giving 
a keynote address at the Forum 
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https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/11/05/quescren-education-and-vitality-forum-2025.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events/past
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-uza1wxASi4RL-jdOF86Qwo
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/05/09/acfas-2025-le-sort-du-reseau-educatif-anglophone-sous-le-gouv.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events/past
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-vVwb-cYfrFWW-4NPRDl-Y5
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2026/02/22/etude-sur-la-situation-des-langues-parlees-au-quebec.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtUgOWGvP8U&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=1&pp=iAQB
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/12/04/creating-common-ground--how-blue-metropolis-began.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj16UJ3iNhI&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=3&pp=iAQB
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/12/04/creating-common-ground--how-blue-metropolis-began.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj16UJ3iNhI&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=3&pp=iAQB
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/10/02/women-charity-and-children-in-19th-century-montreal.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQOnTc9K04o&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=4&pp=iAQB
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/04/10/Section-23-Quebec.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv9yqkrrweE&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=5&pp=iAQB
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Film Screenings
June 18, 2025
Film Screening: Regional Realities – Outaouais and Rouyn-Noranda
in Montreal, QC  
Link

June 15, 2025
Film Screening: Regional Realities – Rouyn-Noranda
in Rouyn-Noranda, QC  
Link

June 7, 2025
Film Screening: Regional Realities – Outaouais
in Bristol, QC  
Link

June 6, 2025
Film Screening: Regional Realities – Outaouais
in Chelsea, QC  
Link

Regional Realities screening in Chelsea, QC

https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/offices/provost/fourth-space/2025/06/18/regional-realities.html
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/06/15/rr-screening-rouyn-noranda.html
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/06/07/rr-outaouais-bristol.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events/past
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2025/06/06/regional-realities-outaouais.html
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KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION 
AND ONLINE RESOURCES

Our online and social media presence continues to grow, which allows us to 
reach out to the English-speaking communities in Quebec as well as those 
interested in minority language and related issues. In addition, QUESCREN 
initiatives were featured in 16 mainstream media articles or broadcasts.

Website
QUESCREN’s website is the central hub for everything we do, with links to all 
our publications, events, and initiatives. The English site attracted 17,554 visits 
(4,490 active users), while the French site saw around 1,801 visits  
(454 active users).

Social Media
Our social media presence has expanded with the addition of an  
Instagram account.

LinkedIn
Our LinkedIn page is our most-followed social media platform with  
756 followers.

Instagram
We started our Instagram page in October 2025, and it has gained 97 followers.

Facebook
This year our Facebook page grew to 437 followers.

YouTube
Our YouTube channel preserves all recorded QUESCREN events. This year we 
added 43 videos. The channel received 4,255 views. We invite you to join the 
40 new subscribers who joined us this year by subscribing to our channel. If 
you don’t have time to watch full videos, we also provide key takeaways and 
additional resources for selected videos on our Videos & Extras page.

44%  
increase in views for 
English and 

12.6%  
for French

25.6%  
increase in followers

11%  
increase in followers
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https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/media.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren.html
https://www.instagram.com/quescren/
https://www.facebook.com/QUESCREN
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8caP9o_y1rnVXyH5zOpNTA
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/videos.html
https://www.facebook.com/QUESCREN/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8caP9o_y1rnVXyH5zOpNTA?sub_confirmation=1


w

12  / 18

24.5%  
increase in online 
resources

24.5%  
increase in views

Online Databases
QUESCREN manages four online databases that help users discover resources 
on English-speaking Quebec.

Brendan O’Donnell’s Bibliography on English-speaking Quebec
This bibliography, which Brendan O’Donnell has been compiling since the 
1970s, contains secondary sources related to the study of English-speaking 
Quebec. Resources include everything from scholarly studies to magazine 
articles, films, and websites. This year, Brendan added 124 titles to the 
bibliography, bringing the total number of entries up to 14,725. Visitor levels 
were consistent with previous years for most months; however, a surge in 
AI-driven bot traffic, which caused repeated site instability in the summer and 
fall, has made annual totals unreliable for 2025-2026. Bot protection (Anubis) 
has since been implemented to address this issue. Thanks to Brendan for his 
decades of dedicated volunteer work!

Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL)
The Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL) is a growing online full-
text database listing of grey literature sourced from the province’s English-
speaking community groups. Grey literature is unpublished but non-archival 
material made available to the public, such as annual reports, PowerPoint 
presentations, and pamphlets. So far, 56 community partner organizations 
from across Quebec have joined the project, including 5 new partners in the 
past year. At the end of the 2025-26 fiscal year, we catalogued a total of 6,013 
resources, up from 4,828 the year before. CKOL was searched 6,364 times by 
2,647 active users.

New Partners: Blue Metropolis Foundation; Connexions Resource Centre; 
Montérégie East Partnership for the English-Speaking Community (MEPEC); 
North Shore Community Association (NSCA); Regional Development Network 
(RDN)

Data Portal on English-Speaking Quebec (DESQ 
The Data Portal on English-Speaking Quebec (DESQ) is an online database 
that offers custom statistical datasets focused on Quebec’s English-speaking 
population. Created for individual researchers and organizations, the datasets 
are primarily based on Canadian census data and include information not 
available on the Statistics Canada website. There are now 150 datasets on the 
portal. We gathered hundreds of new datasets in 2025-2026, which will be 
added to the site in the coming year.

ILET Research Hub  
The ILET Research Hub brings together all QUESCREN-produced research-
based resources on Quebec’s English-language education ecosystem along 
with blog posts and infographics. To enhance user experience, we have 
made improvements to the website interface for smoother navigation and 
accessibility. The hub attracted 2,884 views from Canada and the United 
States, including 867 active users.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquescren.concordia.ca%2Fen%2Fsearch&data=05%7C02%7Cmarie.rousseau%40concordia.ca%7C621c4d2bc18a4f4bde2e08dece2b0669%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C639174881337399319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=373orrHqYvbEcu2lj8uzbS06iPvASswxJ8Ezdrz3xwU%3D&reserved=0
https://ckol.quescren.ca/en/lib/
https://desq.quescren.ca/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/blog/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/infographics/
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24.5%  
increase in online 
resources

24.5%  
increase in views

PROJECTS

Education Research and Network Strengthening Initiative

In 2025 QUESCREN launched the Education Research and Network 
Strengthening Initiative, a two-year Canadian Heritage-funded project to 
advance research, collaboration, and knowledge mobilization across Quebec’s 
English-language education continuum. The initiative brings together 
researchers, education leaders, and community partners to identify shared 
priorities, develop a Research Agenda, and guide research projects on early 
childhood through post-secondary and adult education.

A committee of education and research stakeholders was established in 
May 2025 to support this work. By March 2026, 20 research projects were 
under development in response to priorities identified through the initiative. 
QUESCREN also produced the first of four planned e-bulletins for the initiative 
in February 2026. Read the first e-bulletin.

People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec

Alongside a growing series of oral history videos, QUESCREN continued 
developing the written components of the People’s History project. Themes 
include community advocacy, memory and identity, relations with Indigenous 
communities, and the experiences of racialized groups from the colonial period 
to the present. These materials will contribute to an upcoming illustrated history 
book intended for a general audience.

Regional Realities of 
English-Speaking Quebec

Regional Realities is a documentary 
film series that delves into the 
everyday experiences of English-
speaking communities across the 
province. Filmmaker and Research 
Associate Anita Aloisio has 
directed two films so far, one on 
the Outaouais and one on Rouyn-
Noranda. By sharing these stories 
through video and ethnographic 
research, QUESCREN aims to raise 
awareness, strengthen community 
bonds and understanding, as well 
as support informed decision-
making by policymakers and other 
leaders. Watch the documentaries.
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https://mailchi.mp/897ae541ed4a/bulletin-1-updates-on-quescrens-education-research-initiative?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/projects/peoples-history-english-speaking-quebec.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/projects/regional-realities.html
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PRESENTATIONS, REPRESENTATIONS, 
NETWORKING 

QUESCREN staff members participate in external meetings and events to present and 
mobilize research and build networks related to Canadian official language minority 
communities.

Presentations

Date Nature of participation Participant

November 2025 Presenter, “People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec and the Case of the 
Black Rock Group,” Canadian Committee on Labour History Conference:
“Why Does Labour Matter?” Montreal

Lorraine O'Donnell 

October 2025 Presenters, “Mapping the Present, Charting the Future,” Canadian Conference on  
Open Science and Open Scholarship, Montreal

Lina Shoumarova & 
Anna Hunt

September 2025 Presenter, “The Black Rock Group: The English-Speaking Working Class of Verdun,  
QC Addresses its History and Culture,” Brown Bag Lunch, School of Community  
and Public Affairs, Concordia University, Montreal

Lorraine O'Donnell 

June 2025 Presenter, “People’s History and the Case of Italian Immigrants and French Catholic 
Schools in Montreal,” Accenti Fest 2025, University of Prince Edward Island

Anita Aloisio

June 2025 Guest speaker, “Addressing the History of English-Speaking Quebec,” 7th International 
Languages and Territory Colloquium: The Power of Languages, Languages of Power,  
University of Ottawa, Ottawa

Lorraine O’Donnell

April 2025 Presenter, “Resources on English-Speaking Quebec: A Field Map,” 50th Anniversary 
Conference of the British Association of Canadian Studies, Edinburgh, UK

Lorraine O’Donnell

April 2025 Presenter, “The Shifting Complexities of Identity in English-Speaking Quebec,” 50th 
Anniversary Conference of the British Association of Canadian Studies, Edinburgh, UK

Patrick Donovan

Representations, Networking, Consultations and Advisory Activities

Date Nature of participation Participant

March 2026 Led a class discussion at McGill University with Sarah Saber Freedman about  
healthcare access for English-speaking communities

Simon-Pierre Lacasse

March 2026 Led a class discussion at McGill University with David Birnbaum about  
English-speaking communities in Quebec

Simon-Pierre Lacasse

March 2026 Organized and moderated an introductory and networking meeting with  
Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist of Quebec

Lina Shoumarova

March 2026 Invitee at the CELI 2026 Forum: Community Vitality in Action, organized by TALQ  
in Montreal

Lina Shoumarova

March 2026 Led a class discussion at McGill with representatives from Gay & Gray about  
senior English-speaking LGBTQ communities

Simon-Pierre Lacasse

March 2026 Attended webinar: “Comment le Canada peut tirer parti de son bilinguisme  
pour renforcer sa collaboration scientifique et technologique à l’échelle mondiale,”  
Canadian Science Policy Centre

Lorraine O’Donnell
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February 2026 Invitee at the Community Economic Development and Employability Corporation  
(CEDEC)’s event “PROSPÈRE Q: Build Enterprises. Expand Trade. Create Jobs.”

Lorraine O’Donnell

February 2026 Represented QUESCREN at Y4Y’s Community Forum Simon-Pierre Lacasse

February 2026 Invitees at the Dialogue McGill 2026 Conference in Montreal Lorraine O’Donnell & 
Lina Shoumarova

January 2026 Invitee at the Community Health and Social Services Network (CHSSN)  
Building Together 2026 Conference in Quebec City

Lina Shoumarova

December 2025 Attended TALQ’s Festive Holiday Breakfast and Open House Lorraine O’Donnell & 
QUESCREN team

December 2025 Attended the English Language Arts Network (ELAN)’s Holiday Open House Lorraine O’Donnell

December 2025 Represented QUESCREN at the Dialogue session for the Action Plan for Official 
Languages 2023–2028 mid-term review exercise, organized by Canadian Heritage

Lina Shoumarova

November 2025 Invitee at the 2025 Skills Symposium, organized by the Consortium of 
English-language CEGEPs, Colleges and Universities of Quebec

Lina Shoumarova

November 2025 Meeting with representatives of the Committee of Assistant Deputy Ministers on  
Official Languages (CADMOL)

Lorraine O’Donnell

October 2025 Represented QUESCREN at Unlocking Potential conference organized by Regional 
Development Network (RDN) and the Provincial Employment Roundtable (PERT)

Patrick Donovan

September 2025 Represented QUESCREN at the TALQ Focus Group for Public Policy Support  
Service Course

Lina Shoumarova

September 2025 Invited to attend dedication of the “Place Balconville” park in Verdun, QC,  
honouring playwright David Fennario

Lorraine O’Donnell

July 2025 Attended the AGM of the Canadian Committee on Labour History, online Lorraine O’Donnell

June 2025 Attended the School of Community and Public Affairs 45th Anniversary  
Reunion, Montreal

Lorraine O’Donnell

May 2025 Invited to attend the Comité consultatif des Québécoises et Québécois d’expression 
anglaise webinar: “Quebec Employer Perceptions of English Speakers”

Lorraine O’Donnell

April 2025 Attended the launch of the thematic issue “Migration(s) au Québec” in the journal  
Possibles, organized by the Équipe de recherche sur l’immigration au Québec  
et ailleurs

Lorraine O’Donnell & 
Chedly Belkhodja

April 2025 Attended Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN)’s “West-Can Folk 
Performing Co.” webinar, part of the QAHN Heritage Talks 2025 series

Lorraine O’Donnell

April 2025 Attended meeting of the Library and Archives Canada - Official Language  
Minority Communities Network

Lorraine O’Donnell

Date Nature of participation Participant

December 2025 Represented QUESCREN at the Dialogue session for the Action Plan for Official 
Languages 2023–2028 mid-term review exercise, organized by Canadian Heritage

Lina Shoumarova

Consultations and Advisory Panels
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Committee Work

Committee/Network Participant

Co-chair, Data Roundtable of the 2022-2027 Community Development Plan for English-Speaking 
Quebec, organized by the Quebec Community Groups Network

Lorraine O’Donnell

Co-chair, “Section 23 and the Legal Challenges Concerning English-Language Education in Quebec” 
conference organized by QUESCREN, held at the annual Acfas congress, May 9, 2025, Montreal.

Patrick Donovan

Collaborator, Blue Metropolis “Planet, My Love…” story-writing contest Lorraine O’Donnell

Co-organizer, CARE Conference (Community + Action + Resolve = Education) produced by the Quebec  
English School Boards Association, September 25-26, 2025

Lorraine O’Donnell

Member, Advisory Committee on Language Statistics, Statistics Canada Patrick Donovan

Member, Board of Directors, Canadian Institute for Research on Linguistic Minorities Chedly Belkhodja

Members, Concordia University School of Community and Public Affairs Council Chedly Belkhodja &
Lorraine O’Donnell

Member, Steering Committee for “Literacy to Labour Market: Understanding literacy as a pathway  
to success for English-speakers in Quebec’s French-speaking labour market,” a joint research project  
between Literacy Quebec and PERT on adult literacy and employment among the English-speaking  
communities of Quebec

Lina Shoumarova

Member, Working Group on Data and Research on Official Language Minority Communities and Health,  
Health Canada

Lina Shoumarova

Research Team Membership

Research Team Participant

Affiliate members, Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling (COHDS), Concordia University Patrick Donovan, 
Simon-Pierre Lacasse, 
Lorraine O’Donnell, 
Lina Shoumarova

Associate member, engAGE: Concordia’s Centre for Research on Aging Lorraine O’Donnell

Collaborator, “Advancing Equitable Access to Healthcare for Quebec English-Speaking Minority 
Communities.” CIHR-funded grant led by Sathya Karunananthan, University of Ottawa

Lina Shoumarova

Collaborator, “Inspiring Adolescents to Become First-Generation University Students Through 
Bilingual Short Films.” SSHRC-funded grant led by Johanne Jean-Pierre, York University

Lina Shoumarova

Collaborator, “Black Student Experiences in Official Language Minority Education: A Community-
Based Youth Participatory Inquiry.” SSHRC-funded grant led by Tya Collins, University of Ottawa

Lina Shoumarova

Collaborator, Équipe de recherche en partenariat sur la diversité culturelle et l’immigration  
dans la région de Québec (ÉDIQ)

Patrick Donovan

Collaborator. “Revendication et reconnaissance curriculaire des minorités de langue officielle : 
comparaison Alberta-Québec,” SSHRC Insight Grant led by Raphaël Gani, Université Laval.

Patrick Donovan
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqcgn.ca%2Fcommunity-priorities%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.ODonnell%40concordia.ca%7Cf7427c88e3194d5b740c08dd76c224b5%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638797298418011618%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xnTYhhi2ByzYpt0f8G7gQvW%2FKOsdOExgD9vqjBYXgew%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqcgn.ca%2Fcommunity-priorities%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.ODonnell%40concordia.ca%7Cf7427c88e3194d5b740c08dd76c224b5%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638797298418011618%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xnTYhhi2ByzYpt0f8G7gQvW%2FKOsdOExgD9vqjBYXgew%3D&reserved=0
https://bluemetropolis.org/planet/
https://storytelling.concordia.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengage.concordia.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.ODonnell%40concordia.ca%7Cf7427c88e3194d5b740c08dd76c224b5%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638797298417968955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tS60XHHtS%2F3AEHSGS3bME26cmXKQrN%2FieahSSKx6RyA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ediq.ulaval.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.ODonnell%40concordia.ca%7Cf7427c88e3194d5b740c08dd76c224b5%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C638797298417997037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6rAUvzdkvj6HABNx6W%2FNSt8I1UmF7ZOGI2zSy4LC0GM%3D&reserved=0
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OUR FUNDERS

QUESCREN recognizes support from the following funders:

Funding Source Project/Program name Date of 
agreement 

Department of 
Canadian Heritage, 
Government of Canada

Project:  
QUESCREN Education Research and Network 
Strengthening Initiative (2024-2027)

February 2025 
 (ongoing)

Department of 
Canadian Heritage, 
Government of Canada 

Program:  
Support for regular QUESCREN activities
(2024-2027)

April 2024 
(ongoing)

Secrétariat aux relations 
avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise, 
Gouvernement du Québec 

Program:  
Soutien à la mission du Quebec English-Speaking 
Communities Research Network (2023-2026)

July 2023 
(ongoing) 

Concordia University Annual in-kind support for QUESCREN activities 2008  
(ongoing)

17  / 18

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage.html
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/departments-and-agencies/srqea
https://www.concordia.ca/
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QUEBEC ENGLISH-SPEAKING  
COMMUNITIES RESEARCH NETWORK

Concordia University 
7141 Sherbrooke St. W., CC-219 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H4B 1R6

514-848-2424, x4315 
quescren@concordia.ca

WWW.QUESCREN.CA

mailto:quescren@concordia.ca
http://WWW.QUESCREN.CA

