
Black English-Speaking
Communities 
Research & Resources



 QUESCREN’s working paper series focuses on English-speaking Quebec. The
working papers are timely and written in plain language. They are not peer
reviewed. Several of our working papers offer insights into Black English-speaking
communities in Quebec: 

They “Could Care for Our Elderly in Our Homes”: The historical impact of Black
caregivers, QUESCREN Working Paper no. 10, April 2023, by Dorothy W. Williams  
Did the Black Lives Matter Movement Help English-Speaking Black Young Adults in
Quebec Recover from the Damaging Psychological Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic,
QUESCREN Working Paper no. 4, April 202, by Richard Koestner & Anne C. Holding
A Posthumous Honour for a Conspicuous Life Dr. Gaspard in Quebec , QUESCREN
Working Paper no. 3, April 2020, by Dorothy Williams

QUESCREN Working Papers

https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Working_Paper_10_WillIams.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Working_Paper_10_WillIams.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_WP4_Koestner_Holding.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_WP4_Koestner_Holding.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Williams_Paper_final.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Williams_Paper_final.pdf


QUESCREN Researcher-Members
The following QUESCREN researcher-members are working on research related to the Black community:

Read her researcher-portrait.

Read his researcher-portrait.

https://dorothywilliams.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/psychology/richard-koestner
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/researchers/portraits/richard-koestner.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/researchers/portraits/richard-koestner.html


QUESCREN Researcher-Members (cont.)
The following QUESCREN researcher-members are working on research related to the Black community:

https://www.uottawa.ca/faculty-education/tya-collins
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leith-hamilton-20472710/
https://mlvillella.com/


Bibliography on English-speaking Quebec
by Brendan O’Donnell
The Bibliography of English-speaking Quebec is designed to support research on English-speaking Quebec by bringing
together material on the community’s history, contributions, characteristics, and concerns. It catalogues a wide range of
secondary sources — from scholarly studies and magazine articles to films and websites — covering the period from the
Conquest to today. It includes over 300 references related to the Black community.

https://quescren.concordia.ca/en/search?sort=date_desc&group=WNAIUX9K
https://quescren.concordia.ca/en/
https://quescren.concordia.ca/en/search?sort=date_desc&group=WNAIUX9K


Video Resources
Relevant videos are available on our Black Community Research and Resources Youtube playlist:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-vwnV1ba1Fqn5mYQLr_RqRZ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-vwnV1ba1Fqn5mYQLr_RqRZ


People’s History of English-Speaking
Quebec
This “People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec”
project looks at English-speaking Quebecers from the
1600s to the present. It highlights underrepresented
groups, including ethnocultural communities, workers, and
women. It focuses on how these groups organized and
engaged in collective action for positive social change. 

As a part of the “Oral History Videos” we interviewed
Linton Garner, who discussed connecting community
groups across Montreal and Quebec, addressing the
tendency to exclude non-white minorities’ interests.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1PiOKtBlM
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/projects/peoples-history-english-speaking-quebec.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1PiOKtBlM


Community
Knowledge Open
Library
on English-
Speaking Quebec
The Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL) is an online database created by QUESCREN that provides searchable access
to resources produced by organizations serving English-speaking communities in Quebec. It focuses on publicly distributed
“grey literature,” such as reports, briefs, newsletters, and presentations. It contains over 130 resources related to the Black
community.

https://ckol.quescren.ca/en/lib/?subject=DXD885EZ.695IFLTA
https://ckol.quescren.ca/en/lib/?subject=DXD885EZ.695IFLTA
https://ckol.quescren.ca/en/lib/?subject=DXD885EZ.695IFLTA


 ILET Research Hub
The Inter-Level Educational Table (ILET) Research Hub
shares research information about Quebec’s English-
language education ecosystem. It helps people learn
about important issues in the sector from an evidence-
based perspective. The Hub aims to keep the English-
language sector strong, guide future education policies,
and improve community life.
There are three resources pertaining to the
Black community on the Hub:

Tya Collins’ video profile 
And accompanying infographic
The Education to Employability Study
by John Davids and Morgan Gagnon

https://ilet-research-hub.ca/educational-experiences-and-outcomes-of-black-youth-in-quebec-english-language-high-schools/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/black-student-experiences-in-english-quebec-schools-a-discrit-composite-counter-story-of-the-special-education-placement-process/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/educational-experiences-and-outcomes-of-black-youth-in-quebec-english-language-high-schools/
https://ilet-research-hub.ca/fr/the-education-to-employability-study-2/


The Education and Vitality Forum is a QUESCREN and ILET biennial event that brings together researchers,
practitioners, community partners, and policymakers to exchange research, insights, and best practices related
to Quebec’s English-language education system — from early childhood through post-secondary. Since 2018,
it has fostered dialogue across the education continuum within a lifelong learning perspective. 

Forum 2025:  
Keynote by Denburk Reid: “Beyond the Game: Building Strength Through Sports, Education & Community “ (video
coming soon)

Forum 2023:  
Keynote by Dr. Tya Collins: "Minorities, Minoritization, and the Education of African, Black, and Caribbean Diasporic
Youth"

Forum 2021: 
Sustainable Initiatives for the Future of English-Speaking Black Communities

Panelists: Alix Adrien,Quebec Board of Black Educators (QBBE) 
Clarence Bayne, Concordia University 
Désirée Rochat, Observatory of the Sommet pour le développement socio-économiques des jeunes des communautés noires 

Education and Vitality Forum 

https://sites.events.concordia.ca/sites/concordia/en/quescren-education-and-vitality-forum-2025/schedule/2797/%20Session%205%3A%20Welcoming%20Remarks%2C%20followed%20by%20a%20Keynote%20Address%3A%20Beyond%20the%20Game%3A%20Building%20Strength%20Through%20Sports%2C%20Education%20%26amp%3B%20Community?platform=
https://youtu.be/bdZ9Iqrs0ck
https://youtu.be/BAGDvvGmkkk


COM-UNITY and the BCRC
The COM-Unity Project was a multi-year initiative that aimed to strengthen belonging
among English-speaking communities in Quebec. It brought together QUESCREN and
seven partner organizations across the arts, culture, heritage, and education sectors to
celebrate and share community stories.

The Black Community Resource Centre (BCRC) was one of our COM-Unity partners and
produced this series:

Where They Stood: The Animated Series
The Where They Stood animated series is a five-episode project created by English-speaking Black youth,
inspired by the book Where They Stood: A Historical Account of the Evolution of Black-Anglo Montreal.

The series explores the history and evolution of Black English-speaking organizations in Quebec and their
response to settlement and development challenges.

The BCRC also has more resources on its website.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-eXvt0Bd_I
https://bcrcmontreal.com/publications/


Contact Us
We will be updating this list as more
resources become available. 

Reach out for more support and
information on our resources.

Email: marie.rousseau@concordia.ca
quescren.ca

http://quescren.ca/

