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Today, what campus security allows, could easily be what they
try to crack down on and prevent in the future. We should just
assume that campus security will share information and surveillance
data with police on activist activities. This isn’t just something a
conspiracy theorist would think up. For instance, after the “Table
Wars” it should surprise no one if all of the footage gathered by
campus surveillance was shared with police in an effort to sustain

criminal charges against one arrested student activist who is Arab.

Abolishing campus security and its replacement with a
grassroots and organic method of mutual aid is not yet possible.
Concordia’s student movement does not yet have the power to
challenge the campus’ security force and force the administration to
cut down on dozens of jobs. However, this is not to say that a coming
future where campus security is abolished is not unimaginable. But
first, the Concordia student movement will need to grow its strength,
and, not just that, it will need to grow the strength of an anarchist or
libertarian culture within its movement. This text is hardly a good
place to give advice on the right directions for the growth of a
student movement with a strong libertarian culture. However,
important directions for action include developing a culture of
striking, direct action, sabotage, risk-taking, solidarity, non-hierarchy,
common coordination spaces, and the creation of campaigns that
reach outside of the university and join popular or neighbourhood
struggles elsewhere in Montreal. We need to train and pick up tools to
become better at occupying, blockading, and pushing out actors from

our campus before we can be able to kick out security.

In the meantime, our attitude towards security should be
realistic but not debilitating. Campus security hardly has the same
capacity or power as the police to control the mass of the student
population. During the student strike of January 2024, Concordia’s
campus security was not able to stop or even be present on the
ground for all of the blockages, small barricades, and hard pickets
that were set up. The multiplication of actions across a wide

geography made things unmanageable for campus security.

When we are planning actions or tabling, I would encourage
people to push the limits a bit. Especially if there is nothing really
illegal planned, the worst that can usually happen (barring, of course,
a security officer going rogue and getting violent) is tension with
security reaching a boiling point such that they call the police. At
which point, you can wrap up the action and leave before the police
come if that is your plan. For some people, the fear of expulsion
seems important, but expulsion is a rarely used tool against university
activists and should be viewed with realism and the confidence that
other Concordia students will fight back against the individual

targeting of specific organizers.

Don’t be afraid of security. There are more of us than there are of

them!

- An anonymous anarchist
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