
3) Karl Polanyi’s Lectures, 1927-1963 
 
Karl Polanyi=s love for teaching is documented by his extensive lecture notes and outlines.  
They include lectures and speeches given during his time spent in Vienna, England and North 
America.  During his stay in England, Karl Polanyi gave lectured organized by the Christian Left 
movement, the Workers Educational Association, Extramural Delegacy at Oxford University, 
and Extension Department at the University of London.  Karl Polanyi=s lecture tours in the USA 
and his lectures as a Resident Scholar at Bennington College in Vermont were also well 
received. 
 
The most comprehensive collection of Karl Polanyi=s lecture notes and outlines date from his 
stay at Columbia University in New York City.  They include mainly the research project 190 
AOrigins of Economic Institutions,@ and the interdisciplinary project AEconomic Aspects of 
Institutional Growth,@ which formed the basis for the volume  Trade and Market in the Early 
Empires: Economies in History and Theory, co-edited by Karl Polanyi and Conrad Arensberg, 
and published in 1957. 
 
An important point in Karl Polanyi=s life was his homecoming to Budapest in 1963, where he 
gave lectures at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
 
 
Lecture notes, written mostly during Karl Polanyi=s stay in Vienna, 1927-1933 
Files: 2-16, 2-19 to 2-21, 3-1, 3-2, 3-7, 18-15, 18-18, 18-25 to 18-25, 18-35, 18-38, 18-40, 18-
37. 
 
USA Lecture Tour B lecture notes, outlines, itineraries, newspaper clippings, list of 
expenses, and schedules, 1935-1945 
Files: 12-1 to 12-5, 12-7 to 12-9, 18-13 to 18-15. 
 
Bennington College, Vermont B notes and outlines, 1941-1943 
Files: 12-6, 18-24. 
 
Lectures, addresses, and notes - USA and Canada, 1949-1959 
Files: 35-10, 36-3 to 36-4, 36-9, 37-3, 37-6, 37-11, 37-14, 42-14. 
 
Lecture notes and outlines, syllabi, schedules, reports, reading lists, written in England, 
1934-1946 
Files: 15-1 to 15-13, 16-1 to 16-5, 16-6 (list of lecturers), 16-7 to 16-16, 17-1 to 17-6, 17-7 
(sketches by W. Townsend), 17-8 to 17-9, 17-10 (publications), 17-11 to 17-33, 20-19 to 20-25, 
21-1 to 21-13, 21-15 to 21-16. 
 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest B lecture notes, 1963 
Included in an English translation by Ilona Duczynska 
Files: 30-5, 30-7. 
 
Columbia University, New York - Research project 190 B AOrigins of Economic 
Institutions@ , 1948-1962 
Files contain applications for stipends, correspondence, research proposals, research plans, 
notes on expenses, reports and draft reports. 
Files: 31-13 to 31-17, 31-18. 
 



Columbia University, New York - Interdisciplinary project AEconomic Aspects of 
Institutional Growth@ and other research projects, 1948-1961  
Files contain articles and draft articles by Karl Polanyi, notes by other authors involved in the 
project, syllabi, bibliography lists, budget estimates, notes on expenses, memoranda, 
applications for stipends, reports and draft reports, agendas and minutes of meetings, 
correspondence and project proposals, and pamphlets.  Included also is a list of contents of 
ASelected Memoranda on Economic Aspects of Institutional Growth@ by Ilona Duczynska. 
Files: 31-18, 31-19 to 31-22, 32-1, 32-2 32-3 to 32-6, 33-1 to 33-17, 34-1 to 34-6, 34-7.  
 
Columbia University, New York B Lectures notes, synopsis, outlines, 1947-1960 
Files: 30-17 to 30-19, 31-1 to 31-12, 34-16 (in collaboration with Paul Meadow). 
 
Lectures in English, n.d. 
Files: 18-18, 18-25, 18-35, 18-37 to 18-38, 18-40, 19-23, 19-25 to 19-26, 21-17 to 21-18, 37-2, 
37-4. 

 


