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Workshop Summary 
 
Guy Peters has spent his career studying national governments and institutions and has extensive knowledge 
on the comparative strength of various types of policies and policy strategies in advanced industrial 
democracies. He will draw on this experience to take participants through the detailed functions of the public 
service, the role of civil servants, and the sustainability of welfare state policies and their implementation in 
the 21st century. In his workshop, Dr. Peters will introduce participants to the current and future challenges 
facing the public service in 2017, focusing on the leadership functions public servants can take on within their 
organization and within the policy process to produce fair and sustainable policies for future generations. He 
will also highlight future challenges posed by diverse interests and societies with growing income gaps and will 
outline the ways in which democracies like Canada can cope with such challenges moving forward. 
 
Required Readings 

• Leibfried, S. (2010) Welfare State Futures, Chapter 1: 
http://assets.cambridge.org/97805210/05128/excerpt/9780521005128_excerpt.pdf  

• Rothstein et al. (2010) Explaining the Welfare State..., European Political Science Review 
• Christensen, T. (2003) Narrative of Norwegian Governance: Elaborating the Strong State Tradition, 

Public Administration  
• Scharpf Fritz W. (2012) Legitimacy intermediation in the multilevel European polity and its collapse in the 

euro crisis by  
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