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My research programme broadly explores urban social-nature relations. It addresses
two interrelated issues. First, there is a need to understand cities as both social and
‘natural’ (ecological) spaces. Second, cities are produced through socio-ecological
processes, but the resulting urban natures are uneven (both within and outside city
limits). My research attends to these issues by asking how we can alter the uneven
production of urban natures to create more socially and ecologically just cities. In
particular, | am interested in understanding how everyday life in urban areas, especially
in mundane spaces such as the home, is embedded within multi-scalar ecological politics
— from gendered human-nature relations in the household to uneven urban
environmental governance processes — and how paying attention to this embeddedness
might help inform more just sustainability efforts. | concentrate in particular on
gendered and racialised experiences and knowledges of urban natures. In this regard, my
research draws on urban political ecology, environmental justice, critical urban theories,
and feminist geographies (especially feminist science studies). My current research
focuses on three areas of urban social-natural relations: urban food systems (including
urban agriculture in Managua, Nicaragua and Montreal), urban metabolism of sanitation
and garbage (in Managua, Nicaragua), and children and nature in urban planning (in
Managua, Havana and Montreal).
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Links to the Geographic Perspectives on Women (GPOW) and the gender and
geography bibliography: http://www.spatiallyinclined.org/gpow/ and
http://www.spatiallyinclined.org/gendergeog/
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