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Abstract
Woater ethics and water education for urban biodiversity

Sustainable biodiversity depends largely on sustainable water practices which are guided by our
cultural water worldviews. In July 2014, using a community-based participatory research
approach, | will accompany a group of 30 Cree youth on an annual canoe expedition down the
OIld Factory River of the Wemindji territory, James Bay. The group will participate in the
development of a curriculum geared for urban youth that reflects and reinforces their
understanding of, and aspirations for, a sustainable water worldview. Research questions
include: 1) What underlying water worldview needs to inform and guide water education
curricula in order to promote sustainable biodiversity and water practices? 2) What curriculum
content and methods regarding water education meet the cultural needs of rural Cree learners
as well as those of urban Western science-centric learners? 4) How does one’s bioregion and
the surrounding biodiversity influence one’s water worldview?
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