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At the current juncture of environmental concern and economic austerity the governance of
socio-ecological sustainability is a key challenge for governmental constituencies at international,
national, and local levels. In such a context, currently burgeoning “big society” logic - whereby it
is suggested that citizen-consumers and/or crowdsourcing might play a role in off-setting the
financial cost of urban biodiversity conservation - can appear to constitute a viable strategy to
overcome the limitations of national and municipal budgetary constraint impeding urban
biodiversity conservation. Relying on first hand data collected at botanic gardens in urban
centers in Europe and in north America working under the umbrella of the international
organization Botanic Gardens Conservation International, this paper argues that, alternatively,
rethinking classic notions of citizenry and its relation to the “polis” under the aegis of the
concept of eco-citizenry provides much more solid foundations on which to build sustainable
urban futures.
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