
UNCOMMON SENSES II:
Art, Technology, Education, Law, 
Society – and Sensory Diversity
Thursday, May 3 to Saturday May 5, 2018  
EV Building 11th Floor and MB Building 9th Floor
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C E N T R E  F O R  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A RY  S T U D I E S  I N  S O C I E T Y  A N D  C U LT U R E

Plenary speaker: Caroline A. Jones 
(MIT), author of The Global Work of Art: 
World’s Fairs, Biennials, and the Aesthetics 
of Experience (2016) and  Eysesight Alone: 
Clement Greenberg’s Modernism and the 
Bureaucratization of the Senses (2005), and 
editor of Sensorium: Embodied Experience, 
Technology and Contemporary Art (2006) 
among other works.

Uncommon Senses II is hosted by the 
Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Society and Culture. It is co-sponsored 
by the Centre for Sensory Studies (CSS), 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, 
Department of Art Education, Milieux 
Institute, Concordia University Research 
Chair in New Media, Technology and 
the Senses, and the Hexagram Network 
for Research-Creation in Media Art, 
Design, Digital Culture and Technology, 
with additional financial support from the 
Office of the Dean, Arts and Science. The 
organizers also gratefully acknowledge the 
collaboration of the Montreal Museum of 
Fine Arts (MMFA) and the Canadian Centre 
for Architecture (CCA).

For registration and other information see 
the page dedicated to the conference at 
www.lawandthesenses.org

Inquiries may be addressed to
senses@concordia.ca

DESCRIPTION
“The sensorium is a fascinating focus for cultural studies,” wrote  
Walter J. Ong in “The Shifting Sensorium” (1991). Ong’s words heralded 
the arrival of sensory studies, an interdisciplinary  field of inquiry which 
takes a cultural approach to the study of the senses and a sensory 
approach to the study of culture. Sensory Studies has galvanized much 
exciting and provocative research and experimentation in the humanities 
and social sciences and visual and performing arts over the past three 
decades. Uncommon Senses 2 aims to take stock of the many advances in 
sensuous scholarship and art practice since the first Uncommon Senses 
conference at Montreal’s Concordia University in 2000.

The conference is organized around three broad topic areas:
• Crossing Sensory Borders in the Arts: The Rise of Multisensory 

Aesthetics and New Media Art
• Alternative Pedagogies: The Education of the Senses
• Law and the Regulation of the Senses

cissc .concord ia .ca
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Workshop 
Ex Situ (un)making space out of place workshop (15 participants)

Part 1: Thursday, January 10 (9 a.m. – 12 p.m.)
Part 2: Friday, January 11 (4 – 6 p.m.)

Places in the workshop are limited. You are requested to pre-register by 
writing to Carolina Cambre at carolina.cambre@concordia.ca

Ex Situ is a workshop that will explore techniques for camera-
led ethnographic writing. This experimental writing practice has 
been used by Craig Campbell and Yoke Sum Wong in exhibition 
and publication as part of the on-going Ex Situ project.  Ex Situ 
is a collaborative experiment aimed at exploring creative acts of 
description and evocation. The central premise of Ex Situ is that 
situatedness is always mediated by distance and time. Rather than 
take this dislocation as a given, we foreground it in our thinking 
about the ethics, affects, and aesthetics of description, evocation, 
and creation.

Ex-Situ is a collaboration led by Yoke Sum Wong and  
Craig Campbell

More information about the Ex-Situ project:  
www.metafactory.ca/exsitu

Exhibition
Ex Situ (un)making space out of place
Open Wednesday, January 9 through Friday, January 11 and 
Monday, January 14 (5 – 9 p.m.)

This exhibition will feature select works from the (un)making space 
out of place series including works by Kathleen Stewart, Craig 
Campbell, Randolph Lewis, and others. This single channel video 
installation will be open for viewing at the Black Box space at the 
times indicated above.

Forum 
Research Creation, photography, and critical making
Monday, January 14 (6 – 8 p.m.)

In this forum we explore the idea of research creation using 
the specific example of the Ex-Situ (un)making space out of place 
workshop. The forum begins with a group viewing of the exhibition 
video followed by a summary and discussion of the workshop. Finally 
guest commentators, including Natalie Loveless, Carolina Cambre, 
Chris Salter, David Howes and Arseli Dokumaci, among others, will 
be invited to participate in an open discussion of research creation, 
its promises and challenges.

Bio
Craig Campbell is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the 
University of Texas, Austin. He is a founding member of the 
Ethnographic Terminalia curatorial collective and author of the book 
Agitating Images.  Dr. Campbell’s research is concerned with making 
as well as theorizing modes of description and evocation with a 
special focus on the ethnographic image. In particular, he has been 
exploring the possibility for ignored, overlooked, failed, defaced, 
degraded, manipulated, and damaged images to activate interpretive 
fields typically unacknowledged in conventional ethnographies 
and histories.  This intermedia and aesthetic approach pushes the 
sensuousness of the world back into an intellectual and scholarly 
understanding of it.

www.metafactory.ca 
www.ethnographicterminalia.org

This event is co-sponsored by the Centre for Sensory Studies

CISSC HAPPENING 
concordia.ca/cissc

Ex Situ. (UN)MAKING SPACE OUT OF PLACE 
Craig Campbell, Department of  Anthropology, University of  Texas at Austin
Location of  all events: Concordia Black Box, EV Building, room EV 0S3-848 (third basement)


