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For God produces out of nothing whatsoever He will, which we call “create.” But men, on the contrary, are not
able to make anything but out of given matter. The Poet, however, though he does not quite make a poem without
any matter . . . Nevertheless, thanks to the story which he holds the whole work together, he, covertly and cun-
ningly, includes into the story, nearly out of nothing, the deepest meanings.

Christoforo Landino. “What Poetry and Poets are, and of their Divine and Most Ancient Origins (1481)“

We make, by art, in... orchards and gardens, trees and flowers to come earlier or later than their seasons; and to
come up and bear more speedily than their natural course they do. We make them also by art greater than their
nature; and their fruit greater and sweeter and of differing taste, smell, color, and figure, from their nature.

Francis Bacon, 1st Viscount St Albans. The New Atlantis (1624)

Thus the distinct boundaries and offices of reason and of taste are easily ascertained. The former conveys the
knowledge of truth and falsehood: the latter the sentiment of beauty and deformity, vice and virtue. The one dis-
covers objects as they really stand in nature, without addition or diminution: the other has a productive faculty and
gilding or staining all natural objects with the colors, borrowed from internal sentiment, raises in a manner a new
creation.

David Hume. Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (1751)

We have thus divided our problem into two parts. The child program and the education process. These two remain
very closely connected. We cannot expect to find a good child machine at the first attempt. One must experiment
with teaching one such machine and see how well it learns. One can then try another and see if it is better or
worse. There is an obvious connection between this process and evolution, by the identifications

__ Structure of the child machine = hereditary material
__Changes of the child machine = mutation,
___Natural selection = judgment of the experimenter

Turing, A.M. Computing Machinery and Intelligence (1950)

The attempt is made to address the question of the “production of subjectivity” in relation to those who refer to
such productions — that is, the imagined reader of this journal. The envisaged challenge is that of escaping the web
of conflicting definitions, which Latour has connected with the “invincibility of the moderns”, of  fabricating a
“line of flight”, which does not denounce, but rather reveals, makes perceptible, the special power of the modern
territory. An important step, introduced by William James, is to abandon epistemological questions in favor of the
care and concern demanded by that which is “coming into existence”, and by its milieu, which may nurture or poi-
son it. Poisoning is easy but nurturing is a craft, the neglect of which may be understood in relation to our vulner-
ability to capitalism.

Isabelle Stengers. “Experimenting with Refrains: Subjectivity and the Challenge of Escaping Modern Dualism (2008)“

1 Note, the phrase “The Argument from {Human} Creativity’ is taken for my paper, “Computation, Aesthetics, and Representation: A Critical Examination of the “The Thesis of Computational Sufficiency &
Explanation” and the Incorporation of “The Argument from {Human} Creativity,'Refresh / First International Conference on the Histories of Media, Art, Science and Technology, Banff New Media Institute,
2006.



Introduction __

Notwithstanding the seemingly normative nature of the presence of the term “creation” in David Hume’s “Enquiry” his
usage of the term was, in actuality, part of a larger set of discursive and institutional transformations that speak to the
history of Modernity. Thus, the Renaissance, Italian orator Christoforo Landino’s use of the ecclesiastical Latin term creare
in his commentary on Dante’s Divine Comedy (1481) marks, at the very least, a terminological event in the history
modernity / post-modernity that backgrounds a set of emergent debates and controversies that pivot around the
philosophical status of the “Argument from [Human] Creativity.” Some 48 years later, Martin Luther saw the publication, in
1529, of his Large Catechism; a theological and philosophical event which also backgrounds these “debates and controver-
sies” with respect to “Argument from the [Epistemic Primancy] of First Person Experience.” For with Luther we are witness
to the emergence of the “Argument of Consciousness as (Self) Consciousness. As Reiner Schurmann notes, ‘After Luther, “to

be“ means “to be for consciousness” .’

This course will pivot around the analysis and discussion of how the discourses that surround the linkage of ‘creativity’ and
‘first-person’ experientiality plays out across various disciplinary lines of contact with respect to either the explicit, and/or,
tacit roles in arguments developed by five preeminent scholars. In particular, we will focus our work on a specific set of
texts: René Descartes’ “Discourse on the Method . . . “ and “Correspondence” with L’Abe Marin Mersenne, Isabelle Sten-
gers’, Cosmopolitics I, Drucilla Cornell‘s, Moral Images of Freedom: A Future for Critical Theory, Reiner Schirmann ((O.P),
Broken Hegemonies, and, Alan Turing’s seminal 1950 paper, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence.”

Course Prerequisites

Any Humanities Ph.D. student may take this course as it has been so designed that one need not necessarily carried out any

substantive course work on the research areas of study that this course will address.

Course Methodology and Pedagogy ____

The course has been premised around two primary pedagogical principles. One, an interdisciplinary approach to the
research areas to be covered by the course. Among these “areas” are philosophy of science, political and ethical
philosophy, theology, aesthetics, psychology, anthropology, feminism, computationalist theories of mind and intelligence,
neuroscience, and, history (critical).. Two, the formation of Reading-Discussion Groups that a redesigned to address the
issue of interdisciplinarity with respect to the differential research interests of membership of the class. * See “Workload
Expectations & Grading” below.

Workload Expectations & Grading ___
1. 50 % _ Participation in one of the Reading-Discussion Groups.

Each group will be comprised of 2 to 3 members who will decide on a course of reading(s) that both address selected issues
with regards course content, and, which pertain to the specific research interests of each member of the group. The
expectation is that each group will present overview of their research to the class, its {possible} pertinence with regards to
each persons respective Ph.D. work, and, engage the class in a critical discussion of the issues raised by the group.

2. 50 % _ Research paper of between 30 to 40 pages on area of study decided upon by each member of the class

Office Hours ___

My office is located in EV Bldg., Room 6.823. Please make your appointments in class or by e-mail only.
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Mandatory Readings / Monographs *

* Note:  This texts may be purchased at the University bookstore .
The url addresses following each scholar‘s name are active. | would ask everyone to visit the web-sites
of each of the listed scholars before the course commences next term. The only exception to the
request is the URL below for the Descartes text. You may download this work.

Moral Images of Freedom: A Future for Critical Theory. Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.
http://womens-studies.rutgers.edu/faculty/core-faculty/124-drucilla-cornell

Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting the Reason in the Search for Truth in the
Sciences (1637), edited Haldane and Ross; Cambridge University Press, 1964.

http://www.literature.org/authors/descartes-rene/reason-discourse/
The Philosophical Writings of Descartes (Volume 3: The Correspondence). John Cotting

ham (Editor), Dugald Murdoch (Editor), Robert Stoothoff (Editor), Anthony Kenny (Editor).
Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Broken Hegemonies (Studies in Continental Thought). Indiana University Press, 2003.

http://www.nytimes.com/1993/08/25/obituaries/reiner-schurmann-52-professor-of-philosophy-at-new-school-dies.html

Cosmopolitics | (Posthumanities), Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010.

http://igeat.ulb.ac.be/fr/equipe/details/person/isabelle-stengers/

“Computing Machinery and Intelligence,” Mind, Vol. LIX, 236,(1950).
“Intelligent Machinery, a Heretical Theory” (c.1951), B.J. Copeland, A Lecture and Two
Radio Broadcasts on Machine Intelligence by Alan Turing, K. Furukawa, D. Michie, S.

Muggleto (Eds.), Machine Intelligence, Vol. 15, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1999.

http://www.turingarchive.org/browse.php/B/4

Selected Optional Readings / Monographs *

* Note: Again, the url addresses following each scholar‘s name are active. | would ask everyone to
visit the web-sites of each of the listed scholars before the course commences next term.

Experiments in Ethics (The Mary Flexner Lectures). Harvard University Press. 2008.
http://www.princeton.edu/admission/whatsdistinctive/facultyprofiles/appiah/

Whole Brain Emulation: A Roadmap.Technical Report #2008-3, Future of Humanity
Institute, Oxford University, 2008.

http://www.nickbostrom.com/
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The Conscious Mind: In Search of a Fundamental Theory. Oxford, Oxford University, Press, 1996.

http://consc.net/chalmers/

http://consciousness.anu.edu.au/

Created in the Image of God: The Formation of the Augustinian Self. Ph.D., University of Chicago,
Faculty of Divinity, 2008.

The Self and Its Brain: An Argument for Interactionism (1977). Routledge; Reprint edition, 1984.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Popper

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/medicine/laureates/1963/eccles-bio.html

Achieving Our Humanity: The Idea of the Postracial Future, Routledge, 2001.

On Reason: Rationality in a World of Cultural Conflict and Racism. Duke University Press Books,
2008.

http://en.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/2864745

The Government of Self and Others: Lectures at the College de France, 1982-1983. Palgrave
Macmillan, 2010.

The Development and Analysis of Conscious Machines. Ph.D., Department of Computing
and Electronic Systems, University of Essex, 2008.

http://www.davidgamez.eu/

The Disenchantment of the World: A Political History of Religion. Princeton University
Press;1999.

http://cespra.ehess.fr/document.php?id=700

The Emergence of a Scientific Culture: Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685.
Oxford University Press, 2008

.http://sydney.edu.au/arts/philosophy/staff/profiles/sgaukroger.shtml

In Defense of Artificial Intelligence. Senior Honors Thesis, lona College, Oxford
University, 2004.

http://www.eecis.udel.edu/~charlieg/Main.html|

Time Travels: Feminism, Nature, Power. Duke University Press Books, 2005.

Architecture from the Outside: Essays on Virtual and Real Space. MIT Press, 2001.
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Volatile Bodies: Toward a Corporeal Feminism (Theories of Representation and Difference,
Indiana University Press. 1994.

http://womens-studies.rutgers.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=133&Itemid=155

Augustine and Modernity. London: Routledge, 2003.
http://www.johnpaulii.edu/faculty/detail/michael-hanby

Creatio Ex Nihilo: Matter, Creation, and the Body in Classical and Christian Philosophy Through
Aquinas. Doctoral dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1995.

http://www.lvc.edu/religion-philosophy/hubler.aspx
Critique of Judgement. Translated with Introduction and Notes by J.H. Bernard (2nd ed.
revised) (London: Macmillan, 1914). Public Domain Text /

http://oll.libertyfund.org/index.php?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1217&Itemid=99999999

On the Modern Cult of the Factish Gods. Duke University Press Books, 2010.

http://www.bruno-latour.fr/

Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life. Duke University Press
Books, 2007.

http://www.mcgill.ca/ssom/facultyinfo/lock/

http://anthropology.uchicago.edu/faculty/faculty_farquhar.shtml

An Intellectual History of Liberalism(1987). Princeton University Press; Reprint edition, 1996.
http://lodel.ehess.fr/cespra/document.php?id=715
Rethinking Objectivity. Duke University Press Books,1994.

http://www.virginia.edu/history/user/41

Being No One: The Self-Model Theory of Subjectivity. MIT Press, 2003.

The Ego Tunnel: The Science of the Mind and the Myth of the Self. Basic Books, 2009
.http://www.philosophie.uni-mainz.de/metzinger/

The View From Nowhere. Oxford University Press,1989.

http://philosophy.as.nyu.edu/object/thomasnagel
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Boden, Margaret.

Bostrom, N. 2005.

The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor. Duke University Press Books,
2009

http://www.egs.edu/faculty/antonio-negri/biography/

The Body of the Artisan: Art and Experience in the Scientific Revolution, University of Chicago
Press, 2004.

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/history/fac-bios/Smith/faculty.html

Situatedness, or, Why We Keep Saying Where We’re Coming From. Duke University Press Books,
2001.

http://english.ucdavis.edu/people/directory/desimpso

* Note: If anyone so wishes | can send a folder containing PDF versions of most of the texts cited below.

“Knowledge, Human Interests, and Objectivity in Feminist Epistemology,” Philosophical
Topics, Vol. 23, No. 2, Fall 1995.

"Feminist Epistemology and Philosophy of Science", The Metaphysics Research Lab /
Center for the Study of Language and Information [/ The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (Spring 2011 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.),

“Embodied Cognition: Embodied Cognition: A field guide,” Artificial Intelligence, 149
(2003).

“Stereotypes and the Shaping of Identity.” Prejudicial Appearances: The Logic of American Anti-
Discrimination Law by Robert C. Post, with K. Anthony Appiah, Judith Butler, Thomas C. Grey, and
Reva B. Siegel. Durham: Duke University Press, 2000.

“u

Imitation of Nature” : Toward a Prehistory of the Idea of Creative Being,’ Qui Parle, (Trans.
Anna Wertz) Vol. 12, No. 1, The End of Nature (Spring/Summer 2000).

“Could a robot be creative?|and would we know?,” K. Ford, C. Glymour & P. Hayes, eds,
Android Epistemology, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA,1995.

“Creativity and Unpredictability,” SEHR, volume 4, issue 2: Constructions of the Mind
Updated 4, June 1995.

‘Precis of "The Creative Mind: Myths and Mechanisms," * Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1990.

“Self Location and Selection Effects: An Advanced Introduction” URL www.nickbostrom.com.
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Chalmers, David J.

Clark, Andy

(with Dave Chalmers)

Miller, Patricia Cox.

Curley, E.M.

Doull, James A.

Eze, E. Chukwudi.

“Creativity and Management Conference Brochure,” The International Center for Studies
in Creativity, 2008.

“Creativity, the Turing Test, and the (Better) Lovelace Test,” Minds and Machines, 11: 3—
27, 2001.

Why Did Evolution Engineer Consciousness? 2000. Free eBooks Online

http://www.cyberax.eu/book/1339466/why-did-evolution-engineer-consciousness-a

“A Refutation of Penrose’s Godelian Case Against Al,” Department of Philosophy,
Psychology & Cognitive Science, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, USA, 2000.

“Conceptual Blending and the Quest for the Holy Creative Process.” In Proceedings of

the 2nd Workshop on Creative Systems: Approaches to Creativity in Al and Cognitive
Science, ECAl 2002, Lyon, France, 2002.

“Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness,” Journal of Consciousness Studies 2 (3).

‘How Can We Construct a Science of Consciousness?,” Michael S. Gazzaniga, ed., The
Cognitive Neurosciences Ill. (Cambridge, MA and London: MIT Press), 2004.

“The Representational Character of Experience.” B. Leitner (ed.) The Future for
Philosophy: Oxford University Press, 2004.

“Artificial Intelligence and the Many Faces of Reason,” S. Stich and T. Warfield (eds)
The Blackwell Guide To Philosophy Of Mind (BLACKWELL, 2003)

“Reasons, Robots and The Extended Mind,” Mind And Language 16:2: 2001.

"The Extended Mind" Analysis 58: 1: 1998 p.7-19. Reprinted in The Philosopher's Annual
vol XXI-1998 (Ridgeview, 2000).

"Where Brain, Body and World Collide"" Daedalus. Journal of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, (Special Issue on The Brain) Vol 127: no 2: Spring 1998.

“Visceral Seeing: The Holy Body in Late Ancient Christianity,” Journal of Early Christian
Studies, Volume 12, Number 4, Winter 2004.

“Descartes and the Creation of Eternal Truths,” The Philosophical Review, Vol. 93, No.4,
1984.

“Neoplatonism And The Origin Of The Cartesian Subject,”Animus 4 (1999)

“Hume, Race and Human Nature,” Journal of History of Ideas. Volume 61, Number 4,
October, 2000.
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Foster, M.B.

Piccinni, Gualtiero.

Geerts, Evelien,

Greenbacker, Charles

Grosz, Elizabeth.

Guyer, Paul.

Griffith, Todd W. &
Michael d. Byrne.

Habermas, Jirgen.

Harnad, Stevan

Harrison, Michael.

Heiner, Brady Thomas.

“Philosophy and the ‘Man’ in the Humanities,” Topoi, 18 (1999)
“Out of Africa: Communication Theory and Cultural Hegemony,” Telos (May 1998)

“The Color of Reason: The Idea of ‘Race’ in Kant’s Anthropology,” The Bucknell Review,
Special Issue on Anthropology and the German Enlightenment, ed. Katherine M. Faull,
1994,
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