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In its more than 60 years of existence, Israel had 

experienced a wide variety of security and diplomatic 

challenges ranging from conventional wars to low 

intensity conflicts and from precarious modus vivendi 

with its neighbors to relations based on peace 

agreements. With all the time-related changes, there 

were always premises affecting Israel’s security 

conception that defied time. The talk will introduce 

the origins and development of Israel’s national 

security conception in its static and dynamic 

dimensions, as it evolved throughout the years. The 

talk will show that the premises that were in the heart 

of Israel’s security conception in the first years of 

statehood are still powerful, even with the great 

changes that reshaped Israel’s strategic environment 

and scope.  

 

  Dr. David Tal is the Kahanoff Chair in Israel Studies, Professor in the Department of History, 

and Director of Israel Studies Program at the University of Calgary. 
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