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Corporations increasingly use litigation to suppress criticism by citizens.  Known as 

Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs), these lawsuits also target 

scholars.  Drawing on the legal sociologies literature and the case of Canadian 

mining companies, this talk will examine the disciplining effect of SLAPPs on 

academic freedom and on democracy more broadly.   
 

Dr. Deneault is the author of Noir Canada: Pillage, corruption et criminnalité en 
Afrique (Écosociété, 2008) and is currently finishing another book: Imperial 
Canada Inc.: Legal Haven of Choice for the World's Mining Industries.   
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