
GPLL234 -

Choosing the 

right journal for 

your research: 

predatory 

publishers & open 

access

March 29, 2017



HELLO!

Katharine Hall
Biology & Exercise Science Librarian

Michelle Lake
Political Science & Government Information Librarian

Danielle Dennie
Librarian responsible for scholarly communications and 

digital course reserves



OBJECTIVES:

▸ Define Open Access;

▸ Identify the types of predatory publishers and 

their characteristics;

▸ Explain how predatory journals can be 

harmful for authors and for academic 

research;

▸ Use tools to identify whether a journal is 

reliable or predatory.



1.
WHAT IS OPEN 

ACCESS?



“Open-access literature is digital, 

online, free of charge, and free of 

most copyright and licensing 

restrictions. 

Peter Suber, A Very Brief Introduction to Open Access

http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm


Hybrid Journals

Subscription journals in 

which some of the articles 

are OA. 

GOLD OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS

Fully Open Access Journals

All articles are available online 

without price barriers (for 

example, no subscription, 

licensing fees, pay-per-view 

fees).



ARTICLE 

PROCESSING 

CHARGE (APC)

Most Gold Open Access journals publishers (hybrid or 

fully OA) charge a publication fee.



2.
PREDATORY 

JOURNALS
DEFINITION & 

CHARACTERISTICS



“Predatory publishers and journals are those 

that exploit the gold open-access model for 

their own profit [but do not provide the editorial 

and publishing services associated with 

legitimate journals.]
- J. Beall

Beall, J. 2016. Dangerous Predatory Publishers Threaten Medical Research. J Korean Med Sci. 31(10): 1511–1513. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4999390/



EDITORIAL AND PUBLISHING SERVICES

Peer Review
Submitted manuscripts 

are given to subject 

experts who assess the 

article’s validity, 

importance, and 

originality. Reviewers 

provide their feedback to 

the journal editor who will 

request revisions from the 

author(s) before deciding 

whether to accept the 

article for publication. 

Double blind peer 

review
The reviewers do not 

know the identity of the 

authors and the authors 

do not know the identity of 

the reviewers.

Designed to remove any 

personal bias

Copy & Layout 

Editors
This happens after a 

journal has been 

accepted. They make sure 

the article adheres to the 

structure and style of the 

journal. 

They will format the article 

so it has the same “feel” 

as other articles published 

in the journal.

This process can take anywhere 

from 3 months to 2 years



PREDATORY JOURNALS – RED FLAGS

▸ Lack of transparency in publishing practices

▸ Promises of an accelerated editorial process

▸ Accept papers on a very wide range of subjects 

▸ The location given has no relationship to the 

journal’s actual address

▸ Poor copy-editing – many typos & poor grammar

▸ “Cold-calls” from publishers requesting submissions 

from authors

▸ Websites target authors, not readers

▸ Author processing charge is very low (< $150)

▸ False indexing claims and citation counts

For additional red flags, please see: Shamseer et al. 2017. Potential predatory and legitimate biomedical journals: 

Can you tell the difference? A cross-sectional comparison. BMC Med. 15. doi:10.1186/s12916-017-0785-9.



Journal of Nature and Science:

http://www.jnsci.org/model

LACK OF TRANSPARENCY IN 

PUBLISHING PRACTICES

http://www.jnsci.org/model


ACCEPTS PAPERS ON A 

VERY WIDE RANGE OF 

SUBJECTS

Biological Chemistry
Biological Sciences
Genetics
Medical Sciences
Microbiology
Neuroscience
Nutrition

Pharmacology
Physical Sciences
Physiology
Psychology
Public Health
Social Sciences
Toxicology

Journal covers 14 different subject areas:



“COLD-CALLS” REQUESTING 

SUBMISSIONS



A subset of predatory journals

Identity theft. A bogus website that has 

stolen the name and information of 

legitimate journal.

HIJACKED JOURNALS



Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union

Established in 

1831.  

Publishes a 

journal called 

The Naturalist

http://www.ynu.org.uk/

http://www.ynu.org.uk/


The Naturalist

3 issues a year 

ISSN 0028-0771



The Naturalist publishes 

articles and reports about 

the natural history of 

Yorkshire county, England.



http://www.naturalistjournal.org/

The Naturalist Journal

ISSN is the same as 

The Naturalist:

0028-0771

http://www.naturalistjournal.org/


General Information



Table of Contents

Look for:

▸ Typos

▸ Article scope & focus

▸ Citation counts & 

indexing information



3.
DANGERS OF 

PUBLISHING IN 

PREDATORY 

JOURNALS



EFFECT ON RESEARCHERS

▸ Can devalue your publishing record

▸ Can restrict you from publishing in good quality 

journals



53,300 in 2010
Published in 1,800 predatory journals

688%
Increase in articles

420,000 in 2014
Published in 8,000 predatory journals

Shen C, Björk BC. 2015. Predatory' open access: a longitudinal study of article volumes and market characteristics. 

BMC Med. 13(230). 10.1186/s12916-015-0469-2



EFFECT ON RESEARCH

▸ Proliferation of:

▹ fabricated data

▹ plagiarism

▹ pseudo-science or “advocacy” science 

▸ Scholarly record being polluted with junk research –

danger to cumulative nature of research

▸ Google Scholar indexes predatory journals



4.
TOOLS TO 

IDENTIFY SAFE 

&PREDATORY 

JOURNALS 



DOAJ - Directory of Open Access 

Journals
Directory of Open Access Journals

▸ Reviews the quality of the journals it accepts

▸ Accepted journals are more reputable

▸ Find the branding for DOAJ on a journal website

▸ Follow through, check links!

▸ Review the list of removed journals

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/about






OASPA - Open Access Scholarly 

Publishers Association
Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association

▸ Committed to setting standards and promoting 

open access publishing

▸ These publishers are likely to have higher 

standards than non-members.

http://oaspa.org/


Member records will 

include:

• contact information

• copyright information 

• clear guidelines about 

open access & peer 

review



Indexing 

▸ Journal websites will often include indexing 

information

▸ Major databases and index services try to include 

only legitimate, high-quality journals

▸ Can you locate the index in Concordia Library’s 

resources?

▸ Ulrich’s International Periodicals Directory

▸ Concordia Databases by Subject

http://0-ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.mercury.concordia.ca/
http://library.concordia.ca/find/databases/index.php


Many of these 

journal article 

databases are 

available at 

Concordia



Confirmed!



No indexing information 

has been provided.



Impact factor 

Journal Citation Reports (JCR)

▸ Journal Impact Factor is a way to measure how many 

times journal articles within a journal have been cited 

within a year.

▸ The higher the number, the better. 

▸ Rough estimate – quick indicator.

▸ Predatory Journals do not have high impact factors or 

may list fictitious impact factors.

▸ Impact factor varies by discipline.

http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000715




Note: newer Open Access journals may not yet have impact factor.



Citation counts

▸ Check the citation counts of several articles in the 

journal in Web of Science, Scopus or Google 

Scholar. 

▸ Are these articles being cited by others in that 

field? 

▸ A low or non-existent citation count for articles 

published a few years ago may mean that the 

journal does not publish high quality research.

http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000268
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1001099
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000391








Check (checklist!)

▸ Do you or your 

colleagues know the 

journal?

▸ Can you easily 

identify and contact 

the publisher?

▸ Are articles indexed in 

services that you use?

Submit

▸ Publishing in the right 

journal for your research 

will raise your professional 

profile, and help you 

progress in your career.

▸ You should expect a 

professional publishing 

experience where your 

work is

reviewed and edited.

Think

▸ Are you submitting 

your research to a 

trusted journal?

▸ Is it the right journal 

for your work?

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/


JANE: Journal/Author Name 

Estimator

▸ JANE is a freely available tool 

to help you choose a 

biomedical journal to publish 

in, based on your title and 

abstract

▸ All active journals included in 

Medline are included in JANE.

▸ Open Access filters

How do I choose the right journal for 

my research?

ENDNOTE – MATCH

▸ Part of Web of Science, helps 

you select a journal, based on 

your title and abstract 

▸ Uses the Web of 

Science/JCR/Arts & Humanities 

Citation Index to identify 

meaningful relationships 

between existing publications 

and your own references.

http://jane.biosemantics.org/
http://clues.concordia.ca/record=e1000268


How do I choose the right journal for 

my research?

Elsevier Journal Finder

▸ Title, Abstract

▸ All Elsevier journals, in 

science, medicine, and 

technology

▸ Open Access filters

Springer Journal Suggestor

▸ Title, Abstract

▸ All Springer and BioMed

Central journals, science, 

medicine and technology, 

some social sciences

▸ Open access filters

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
http://journalsuggester.springer.com/


How do I choose the right journal for 

my research?

1. Talk your colleagues, faculty in your field, your 

advisor, your librarian. 

2. What journals are you reading most frequently?  

3. What journals do you cite most frequently?

4. Who are you writing for?  Who is the audience 

of the journal?



Additional Resources

Tools for Authors: Selecting a Journal for Publication 

(Bernard Becker Medical Library, Washington University in St. Louis)

Publishing a Journal Article Workshop: Avoid Predatory Publishers

(UBC Library)

Bibliometrics and research impact guide

(Concordia Library)

Open Access Guide & Concordia Open Access Author Fund

(Concordia Library)

http://beckerguides.wustl.edu/authors/selectjournal
http://guides.library.ubc.ca/publishjournalarticle/predatory
http://library.concordia.ca/help/bibliometrics/index.php
http://library.concordia.ca/help/open-access/index.php
http://library.concordia.ca/help/open-access/author-fund.php


THANKS!

Any questions?


