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SESSION OUTLINE

● Concordia Library: tips for success!

● Identifying & selecting relevant resources for 
your research

● Finding & accessing materials external to 
Concordia Library

● Follow emerging scholarship in your research 
areas

● Save & organize your search results



Concordia Library 101: 
Services & Amenities



Concordia Library - Borrowing

● Library Card | Concordia Student ID 
● Books: 100 books | 120 days (renewable)
● Video/Audio Recordings | 3 days
● Borrow Laptops (1 day) &  Tablets (3 days)

Accessing Online Resources

● On Campus | IP range, streamlined access
● Off Campus | Netname & Password 

Interlibrary Loan

Requests: Colombo 

Types | Books, exhibition 
catalogues, articles, 
theses, some media, etc.

BCI Program

Obtain a BCI card

Types | Print books (in 
person) from a local 
BCI  research library

101: Borrowing & Accessing Materials

https://library.concordia.ca/help/technology/access.php?guid=offcampus
https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/find/bci-card.php


● Large reading room

● Dissertation writing rooms 

● Small lounge & kitchenette

● Lockers & shelving

● Printer

● Graduate Reading Room

101: Graduate Study Spaces LB-5



● Art History Research Guide

● Graduate Students Tab

● Ask-a-Librarian (Chat Service)

● Article Delivery Service

● Copyright - Library Guide

● UBC Guide on Public Domain 

101: Library Website | Key Links

http://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/art-history.html#1
https://library.concordia.ca/help/questions/
https://library.concordia.ca/services/icd/deliveryreq.php
https://library.concordia.ca/help/copyright/
http://guides.library.ubc.ca/c.php?g=698822&p=4961440#s-lib-ctab-15622469-0


101: Sandbox | Visualization Studio

https://library.concordia.ca/locations/technology-sandbox/index.php


Types of Libraries

 Besides Concordia Library, what other types of libraries do you refer to when conducting your research?



“
[University Libraries]

[Museum/Research Libraries]

[National Libraries]

Museum/Research Libraries

Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA)

National Gallery of Canada Library & Archives

MACM: Musee d’art contemporain Montreal 

National Libraries

BaNQ: bibliothèque et archives nationales du Québec

Library and Archives Canada

British Library

BNF: Bibliotheque nationale de la france
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Examples:
Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA)
National Gallery of Canada Library & Archives
Musee d’art contemporain Montreal (MAC) Archives & Media Centre (currently closed)

Examples:
BaNQ: bibliothèque et archives nationales du Québec
LAC: Library and Archives Canada 
British Library
BNF: Bibliothèque nationale de la france

https://www.cca.qc.ca/en/34195/guide-to-the-library-collection
https://www.gallery.ca/research/library-archives
https://macm.org/en/general-information/archives-and-media-centre/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html?language_id=1
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.bl.uk/
http://www.bnf.fr/fr/acc/x.accueil.html
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Books & Exhibition Catalogues



Google 
Books

Library 
Catalogue

WorldCat

Search Tools for Books

https://books.google.com/
https://books.google.com/
https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/
https://clues.concordia.ca/search~S0/y?SEARCH=(worldcat)


Classification Scheme

Library of Congress - outline 

Discovery:

Physical collection (Books, eBooks, media, etc.)
+ 
Digital collection (Articles, reviews, theses, etc.)

Library Catalogue:

Print/ebooks
Media items
Journal titles (NOT articles)
eBooks
Concordia Theses 
Recordings

Concordia Library Catalogue

TIP: Use catalogue when searching for monographs. Try 
Discovery  as a preliminary research starting point, but consult 
subject databases otherwise. 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/classification/lcco/lcco_n.pdf
https://clues.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/find/databases/index.php
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[Library Catalogue Result]



[Discovery Result]



Search Tips

Keyword Search (KW)

Natural language used to search for materials.
Keyword:  Geoffrey Farmer

Subject Search (LCSH)

A descriptor that captures the ‘essence of a topic’ 
Controlled terminology to search a collection 

Similar to a #hashtag, but more professional and 
controlled, not created by library users
Subject:  Farmer, Geoffrey, 1967- -- Exhibitions.

Tip: Start with a kw search, and browse Subjects it has 
been assigned. Subjects can be applied in other university 
catalogues and in WorldCat.

Extra tip:  Subject terms are part of a larger, controlled 
information system, and can be problematic. 

https://clues.concordia.ca/search/X?SEARCH=(geoffrey%20farmer)&SORT=D
https://clues.concordia.ca/search?/dFarmer%2C+Geoffrey%2C+1967-+--+Exhibitions./dfarmer+geoffrey+++++1967+exhibitions/-3%2C-1%2C0%2CB/exact&FF=dfarmer+geoffrey+++++1967+exhibitions&1%2C5%2C
http://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/indigenous-fac-res/terminology-.html


● Search many libraries at once for an item 
(+10,000 member institutions)

● Locate it in a library nearby or request the 
title through an Interlibrary Loan

● Find books, videos, research articles, journal 
titles, and more on Worldcat

● Access via Concordia Library website to see 
Concordia holdings first

WorldCat

https://clues.concordia.ca/search~S0/y?SEARCH=(worldcat)


Scanned & Open Access Books

Google Books

Search full text of books & magazines
Check library catalogue or use ILL to access

Example artist  Wanda Koop

Directory of Open Access Books

Increases  discoverability of Open Access books.
Browse by subject/ publisher or keyword search

Hathi Trust Digital Library 

Partnership of academic & research institutions, offering a 
collection of millions of titles digitized from many libraries
Check our library catalogue, use ILL, or suggest a 
purchase

Used the advanced search - it’s easier!

https://books.google.com/
https://www.doabooks.org/doab?uiLanguage=en
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ls?a=page;page=advanced


Periodical Literature 



Access

Subscription or OA

Types

Peer-reviewed Journals

Art magazines

Newspapers

Tip: Visit Artexte for a comprehensive collection 
of Canadian contemporary arts journals (1965 - )

Formats

Online

Print

Microform/film

Periodical Literature

https://artexte.ca/en/about-us/


Journal Title Search

Print & Electronic

Demo

E-Journals 

Electronic journals 
only

Demo

Periodical Literature

Note: Some art journals are still only available in 
print for some years. 

● Older Journals (+10) years @ Vanier Library

● Use Article Delivery Service (library staff scan 
and email you copies of  print journal articles)

● Example: Journal of Canadian Art History

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/services/icd/deliveryreq.php
https://library.concordia.ca/


Check the Library for the Journal :

Material Culture Review

1. What was this journal initially titled?

2. What is the date of the first issue?

3. Are all of these issues available online?

[Mini Exercise]



When searching a database for the first time:

1. Coverage 

What journals are indexed? Subject coverage? Date 
coverage? Geographical coverage? Updating frequency?

2. Search Features

Simple vs advanced, user friendly? Citations only or 
full-text? 

3. Functionality

Setting alerts, display settings (relevance or date), saving 
& exporting citations

Periodical Literature



Database Types

1. Art & Architecture 

2. Canadian/Quebec 

3. Newspapers (Current or Historical)

4. Interdisciplinary

Periodical Literature



Art & Architecture Databases

Art Full Text | 1984; 1994; 1997 - (EBSCO)
Citations, Abstracts, Full Text
Documents: journal/magazine articles, art reproductions, film reviews
Scope:  International coverage; all periods & media 

Artbibliographies Modern | 1974 -  (ProQuest)
Abstracts, Full Text (some)
Documents: journal articles, books, exhibition catalogs, dissertations, 
exhibition reviews, etc.
Scope: Late 19th century,  great for contemporary/modern art 

BHA & IBA | 1975-2007; 2008 - (Getty; EBSCO)
Citations
Documents: Monographs, conference articles, reviews, journal articles
Scope: Western (European/American) useful for pre 21st century topics

Avery Index | 1934 - (EBSCO/Columbia)
Citations
Documents: journal articles
Scope: architecture, design, city planning, landscape architecture, 
historic preservation

Periodical Literature



Canadian/Quebec Databases
ProQuest Combined Canadian | 
Canadian Newsstream; CBCA; CRI;  PQ Dissertations & Theses Global 
Documents: Book Reviews, Film Reviews, Journal Articles, Magazine 
Articles, Newspaper articles, Theses & Dissertations

CPI-Q: Canadian Periodical Index | 1980; 1995 - 
Citations, abstracts, some full text
Documents: Film Reviews, Journal Articles, Magazine Articles, Newspaper 
articles

Periodical Literature

Erudit | 1950s/60s - (some 1930s)
Full Text
Interdisciplinary full-text of Quebec art and cultural journals and magazines.

Repère | 1980 - 
Abstracts/Full Text
Multidisciplinary - covering some Quebec art and architecture journals not 
included in the art databases.

Eureka | 
Full Text
Quebec newspapers, magazines, newswires, blogs, etc. 



Canadian, continued….
Artists in Canada Database  | NGC
Bilingual union list that identifies the location of documentation files on 
Canadian artists.

The CCCA Canadian Art Database Project |
Provides biographies, bibliographies on contemporary artists

CWAHI Artist Database | Concordia 

Periodical Literature

https://app.pch.gc.ca/application/aac-aic/description-about.app?lang=en
http://ccca.concordia.ca/start.html?languagePref=en&
https://cwahi.concordia.ca/sources/artists/browse.php


Newspaper Databases

Current Canadian & Older News:

Canadian Newsstream 

Eureka (Quebec newspapers & magazines)

Historical News

ProQuest: Historical Newspapers

Paper of Record

Google News Archive (1700s-)

For more, search “database by type”  Primary Sources or 
News Historical

Periodical Literature

https://clues.concordia.ca/search~S0/y?SEARCH=(ProQuest%20Historical%20Newspapers)
https://library.concordia.ca/find/databases/


Interdisciplinary Databases

JSTOR | Ithaka
Some titles not available last 3-5 years | Refine to Art 
History/Visual Arts

Arts & Humanities | ProQuest
Art, Architecture, Design, History, Philosophy, Music, Literature, 
Theatre and Cultural Studies.

Google Scholar

Good for discoverability of scholarly & grey literature 
Ensure your Find it @ Concordia Library Links are on!!

Periodical Literature

https://scholar.google.ca/


AND
search for concepts together | narrows your search
Sophie Calle AND voyeurism 

 

Search Tips Refresh

OR 
searches synonyms, not together| broadens your search
feminism OR women’s studies OR gender roles

Truncation*
searches all variations of a root word | broadens your search
feminis* = feminism, feminist, femininity 
canad* = Canada, Canadian, Canadians, Canadiana

Phrase Searching “ ” 
searches 2+ words together as a phrase | good for specific 
terminology
“settler-colonial art history”  “
“Rebecca Belmore”

Ex: ”Sophie Calle” AND feminis* AND (France OR Paris)
Ex: (women OR female*) AND architect* AND (Canada* OR Manitoba OR ”British Columbia”)



Database Demos



Dissertations & Theses



Dissertations & Theses

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Full-text 
● Covers institutions that don’t have 

institutional repositories
● Good  coverage of North American 

dissertations and many theses

Theses are also  found in resources like:
Erudit
Google Scholar
WorldCat
Various art databases

How to find theses and dissertations guide

NOTE: If not available online, theses and dissertations 
can be requested through ILL

http://clues.concordia.ca/search?/y(proquest+dissertations)/yproquest+dissertations/1%2C3%2C3%2CB/eresource&FF=yproquest+dissertations+and+theses+global&1%2C1%2C
http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/theses.php


Dissertations & Theses:
Institutional Repositories

Spectrum Institutional Repository (1967 - )

● Access to and preserves research created at 
Concordia University

● Concordia scholars provide free and immediate 
access to their work

● Finding MA Art History Theses
○ Browse by department
○ Search via CLUES: “art history” AND theses

● Depositing Your Thesis – ”How to deposit” tab

List of other Canadian Institutional Repositories

http://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/information.html
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/institutional-repositories/repos-in-canada/


Archives & Special Collections



Types of 
documents:

Personal narratives
Diaries
Correspondence        
Letters
Interviews                        
Memoirs
Sketchbooks
Pamphlets
Speeches
Vertical files

Archival Research

Finding Aid:

Fonds
Series
Sub-series
Files 
Items



Library & Archive Collections
● National libraries (BaNQ)
● University libraries 

(Concordia University Archives & Special Collections)
● Research & museum libraries (i.e., NGC Library & Archives)
● Provincial portals (i.e., MemoryBC)

Private/other
● Galleries & foundations (i.e., DHC/ART)
● Artist-run centres (i.e. Western Front Society, VIVO Media Arts 

General Search Tools for Identifying
● Google: archive or fonds
● Directories & Associations (i.e., Artist-run Centres, etc.)
● Archive Grid  - +4 million records describing archival material 

Archival Research

http://library.concordia.ca/find/special-collections/
https://www.gallery.ca/research/library-archives
https://www.memorybc.ca/
http://www.rcaaq.org/html/en/liens.php
http://www.rcaaq.org/html/en/liens.php
https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/?p=1&p=1&q=Whistler%2C+James+McNeill


Citation Management



Graduate Level Fall 2018 
Citation Workshops

1) Using RefWorks for 
Graduates: Citations and 
Bibliographies Simplified
 

2) Intro to Reference 
Management Tools: 
Choosing & Using

3) Copyright and your 
thesis

Register here.

Helpful Guides

Chicago Style - Library 
Quick Guide

RefWorks Demo.

Citation Management

https://www.concordia.ca/students/gradproskills/workshops/partners/qlib.html
https://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/
https://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/
https://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/


Review

● Concordia Library: tips for success!

● Identifying & selecting relevant resources for 
your research

● Finding & accessing materials external to 
Concordia Library

● Follow emerging scholarship in your research 
areas

● Save & organize your search results



THANKS!
Any questions?

Email me: jenna.dufour@concordia.ca | Live Chat | Ask Us Desk

Have a wonderful fall term!!

mailto:jenna.dufour@concordia.ca
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