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What do 
librarians 

do, anyway?



SESSION OUTLINE

1.  Concordia Library 101
● Services + Amenities

2. Library Research 
● Key concepts & search strategies 

3. Finding Scholarly Resources
● Library catalogue VS Discovery
● Library databases VS Google

3. Chicago (N&B) Style 
● Brief overview & helpful links



How do you use the library now?



Concordia Library 101:

Services & Amenities 
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Concordia Library 101

Borrowing

● Library Card | Concordia Student ID 
● Books: 30 books | 3 weeks(renewable)
● Video/Audio Recordings | 3 days
● Borrow Laptops (1 day) &  Tablets (3 days)

Accessing Online Resources

● On Campus | IP range, streamlined access
● Off Campus | Netname & Password 

Concordia Library: Study Spaces + Amenities

● Group Study Rooms
● Presentation Practice Rooms
● KIC Book scanners (easy to use, free!)

 

https://library.concordia.ca/help/technology/access.php?guid=offcampus


Concordia Library 101

Interlibrary Loan

Requests: Colombo 

Types | Books, exhibition 
catalogues, articles, theses, 
some media, etc.

BCI Program

Obtain a BCI card

Types | Print books (in 
person) from a local 
BCI  research library

Concordia Library: Website Tour

● Subject/Research Guides
● Citing Guide
● Ask-a-Librarian (Chat) Service
● Booking a Group Study Room
● Article Delivery | Interlibrary Loans
● Discovery VS Catalogue

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/find/bci-card.php


Conducting Library Research
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“Woodman’s self-portraits can be placed 
around the notion of the merging of her body 
with the environment which becomes a 
feminist performance that surrealistically 
conjures up a subversive world of great 
emotional force. In this view, a 
feminist/psychoanalytic interpretation of her 
formation of feminine space and subjectivity 
elucidates the sexual politics of her 
self-representations.”

Source: Liu, Jui-Ch'i. "Francesca Woodman's Self-Images: Transforming Bodies in the Space of Femininity." Woman's Art 
Journal 25, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 2004): 26-31. 

Example of an Academic Research Paper



“Woodman’s self-portraits can be placed 
around the notion of the merging of her body 
with the environment which becomes a 
feminist performance that surrealistically 
conjures up a subversive world of great 
emotional force. In this view, a 
feminist/psychoanalytic interpretation of her 
formation of feminine space and subjectivity 
elucidates the sexual politics of her 
self-representations.”

Source: Liu, Jui-Ch'i. "Francesca Woodman's Self-Images: Transforming Bodies in the Space of Femininity." Woman's Art 
Journal 25, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 2004): 26-31. 

Example of an Academic Research Paper



Library Research

● Define your research topic.

● Formulate your research topic 
into a question or statement

● Stuck? Learn more by starting 
with reliable background 
information

● Identify key concepts while 
reading, which become the 
words you use to search for 
resources

Francesca Woodman, Untitled, Providence, Rhode Island, 1975-76 © George and Betty Woodman



Library Research

● ...it’s not always easy to formulate 
a research question in the 
beginning!

● Start with what interests you!!

● I am interested in writing a 
research paper on the late 
photographer Francesca 
Woodman because her work is 
fascinating to me.

Prince, Doug. 1977. Francesca Woodman in Her Studio. pigment prints. NHIA Photograph  
Collection, Teti Library, New Hampshire Institute of Art. 
https://library-artstor-org.lib-ezproxy.concordia.ca/asset/SS7731266_7731266_11880611. 

https://library-artstor-org.lib-ezproxy.concordia.ca/asset/SS7731266_7731266_11880611


Art Encyclopedias & Dictionaries                  

● Book/set of books giving information on many subjects, or 
on many aspects of one subject

● Excellent starting point for doing research

● Provides background information and key concepts/dates

● Points you to further resources/writings on your topic

● Authoritative, reliable, scholarly information

● Content gets updated periodically 

 

Online (there are more than these listed)    

● Oxford Art Online Grove Art Online
Encyclopedia of Aesthetics
Companion to Western Art +more

● Oxford Reference American Art
Grove Encyclopedias Classical Art & Architecture 

Islamic Art & Architecture
Materials and Techniques 
Northern Renaissance Arts

.

Library Research: Background Information

https://library.concordia.ca/


• Medium? 

• Country/region? 

• Time period? 

• Influence or School of Studies? 

• Theme/Subject?

• Political/social context?
F

Library Research: Identify Key Concepts

Francesca Woodman, Untitled, Providence, Rhode Island, 1975-76 © George and Betty Woodman



• Medium? 
Photography (gelatin; silver prints on paper)
• Country/region? 

American/United States/New York

• Time period? 
20th century

• Influence or School of Studies? 
Surrealism; Louis Bourgeois 

• Theme/Subject?
Self-portraits, voyeurism, irony, melancholy

• Political/social context?
Feminist, identity, sexuality politics

Library Research: Identify Key Concepts

Francesca Woodman, Untitled, Providence, Rhode Island, 1975-76 © George and Betty Woodman
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Build Your Search Strategy
Search tips & boolean operators



Build Your Search Strategy

Concept 1: Francesca Woodman AND

Concept 2: feminism* OR feminist AND

Concept 3: photograph*



AND
Connects your concepts
Narrows your search

20th century photography

AND

feminism

NOT
Excludes certain terms
Feminism NOT “third wave”

OR
Search similar terms/synonyms
Broadens your search
Feminism OR women’s rights OR gender 
equality OR feminist

*  
Searches all variations of a root word

photograph* = photographer/s, 
photograph/s, photography, photographic
surreal* = surreal, surrealism, surrealist
pysch* = psychology, psychological, 
psychiatric  

“ ” 
Searches 2+ words together 
Known as a phrase search
“second wave feminism”
“Francesca woodman”
“gender equality”

Note: 
These search operators 
can be used in the library catalogue 
to find books and media items, and in 
databases as well as search engines 
like Google Scholar

Search Operators/Strategies



Search Operators/Strategies

feminism  OR 
“women’s rights” OR 
“gender equality”

paint* OR 
artist* OR 
photography 
OR 
performance

AND

300 850

55



Library Catalogue : Search Operators



Library Database: Search Operators



Library Database: Search Operators



Library Database: Search Operators



Finding Information on the Free Web
Websites
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Websites
Suggested websites:                    

● Artist’s Websites (contemporary/living artists)
● Gallery websites
● Museum websites
● Educational sites

Google searching websites:
Use Google advanced search and limit to domain, or simple search 
with the word site: with the domain type  (examples below)

● site: edu = educational sites
● site: ca= Canadian websites
● site: org = organizational websites

Other examples of reputable websites:

● Centre for Canadian Contemporary Art (CCCA) 
Includes a  searchable database to find biographies and 
bibliographies of many contemporary Canadian artists.

● Canadian Women Artists History Initiative (CWAHI)
Includes a bio-bibliographic database of women artists born 
before 1925

Aproximately 380 new websites are created every minute! It’s 
important to evaluate/assess sources used on the free web...

https://www.google.ca/
http://ccca.concordia.ca/start.html?languagePref=en&
https://cwahi.concordia.ca/


Evaluating Websites

1. Authority:  Is it clear who developed the site/page? 
Is there contact information at all? Are there any 
credentials or personal background to the author?

2. Purpose:  Does the content support the purpose of 
the site? Is the information geared towards a specific 
audience (students, scholars, general reader?) 

3. Coverage:  Do the links go to the outside rather 
than its own? Does the site provide information with 
no relevant outside links?

4. Currency:  How current is the information? When 
was the site last updated?

5. Objectivity: Does the information try to sway the 
audience? 

6. Accuracy: Is the information comparable to other 
sites on the same topic? Is a reference list included? Is 
the author affiliated with a known, respectable 
institution?

Dalhousie University Library 6 Criteria for Websites

https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/library/CoreSkills/6_Criteria_for_Websites.pdf
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https://www.google.ca/


Finding & Using Books
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Types of Books within the Visual Arts

Monograph

● Detailed text on a single specialized subject

● Based upon extensive research

● Usually a single author
(specialist in a particular field)

● Language/writing style is scholarly 

● Substantial bibliography/works cited 

Edited Volume

● Books dedicated to specific subjects, 
themes, or artists

● More than 1 contributor/author

● Language/writing style is scholarly

● Editors often solicit/anthologize 
essays by various authors/scholars 
and publish them in a group



Edited Work   Monograph



Types of Books within the Visual Arts

Exhibition Catalogue

● Publication to accompany an exhibition

● Often contain critical texts/essays

● Sometimes fruitful  for finding extensive, 
contextual information about specific 
artworks

● Useful for gaining an understanding of an 
artist’s critical reception at a particular 
point in their artistic development

Catalogue Raisonné

● Comprehensive compilation of an 
artist’s body of work 

● Annotated listings of all  known 
artworks by an artist (either in a 
particular medium, or all media)

● Typically contain:  each work’s 
date(s), media, dimensions, 
provenance (sales & ownership 
history) and publication history



Catalogue Raisonné Exhibition Catalogue

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GOufbaCCI8


Finding/Saving Books at Concordia

Library 
Catalogue

WorldCat

Google 
Books

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/
https://clues.concordia.ca/search~S0/y?SEARCH=(worldcat)
https://books.google.com/
https://books.google.com/


Finding Books: Library Catalogue

Library Catalogue

● Records for: books, journal titles, links to databases

● Search by: keyword (any), Author, Title, Subject heading

● Advanced search operators: AND ; OR ; NOT

● Import directly to  RefWorks

Library Call Numbers: how books are organized

N Visual arts
NA Architecture
NB Sculpture
NC Drawing. Design. Illustration
ND Painting
NE Print Media
NK Decorative Arts
NX Arts in general
TR Photography

View the classification outline for all subject areas 
(including religion, history, etc. here). 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/classification/lcco/lcco_b.pdf


Finding Books: Library Catalogue

Keyword Search
● Keywords as natural language/concepts
● Keyword: feminism AND art (602  results - some irrelevant)

Subject Search 
● A descriptor that captures the ‘essence of a topic’
● Controlled terminology to search a collection 
● Similar to a #hashtag, but professional/controlled,
● Subjects:   Women Artists -- Canada (25 results)

      Feminism and Art (114 results)
      Women Artists -- Exhibitions (31 results)
      Women Artists -- Psychology (29 results)
      Women in Art (235 results)

Tips for using Subjects

● Subject terms can be helpful to narrow down results, but they can also be 
limiting

● Start with a keyword search, and browse the Subject terms assigned to 
the first interesting result

● You can also search Subject headings in other library catalogues/systems 
that use LC classification



Finding Books: Google Books + Worldcat

Google Books

● 25 million books (citation, partial, or full scan)

● Excellent discovery tool
 (i.e.,  sometimes you find references to an artist at the 
page level, which would be missed otherwise)

● Search expansive index of  full-text of books 

● Step 1: Run a keyword search in Google books

● Step 2: Check Library catalogue to find out if the book is 
available in the library (or request via Interlibrary Loans)

Example search: Francesca Woodman feminism

WorldCat

● Search many libraries at once for an item 
(72,000 libraries,, including Concordia)

● Locate it in a library nearby or request the title through 
an Interlibrary Loan

Example search:  Women Artists -- Canada

https://books.google.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/


What if I find a great resource that 
Concordia Library doesn’t have??

1. Interlibrary Loans

● Allows you to borrow materials (books, articles, 
and more) that are not available at Concordia 
from other local, national, and international 
libraries

● The library pays the bill!  You do not

2. BCI Card

● Allows you to directly borrow print books from 
other Quebec research libraries (McGill, U de M, 
UQAM)

3. Suggest a purchase to me!

● I buy books in Art History and if it is a monograph 
that would be good for the collection, I’m always 
happy to get suggestions!



Finding & Using Articles



Access

Subscription-based

Open Access

Types

Peer-reviewed journals

Arts Magazines

Newspapers

Formats

Online

Print

Microform/film

Searching for a Journal

1. Journal Title (CLUES)

2. e-Journal Search

Periodical Literature

Note: Some journals are still only available in print for 
some years. 

● Older Journals (+10) years @ Vanier Library
● Use Article Delivery Service (library staff scan and 

email you copies of print journal articles)
● Use Interlibrary Loans if library lacks full-text 

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/services/icd/deliveryreq.php
https://library.concordia.ca/find/interlibrary-loans/


Periodical Literature:  Academic Journals

Academic Journal Articles

● Also called: scholarly journals, academic journals 
and peer-reviewed journals

● Address similar topics covered in monographs and 
catalogue essays

● Differences are: the length (shorter) and speed 
(faster) with which they are published

● Language: scholarly, written for peers in the field

Peer Review Process

● When an article is submitted to a publisher, it is 
sent to a group of experts (peers) who evaluate the 
work based on its originality, currency, and validity.

● Watch this 3-min video on peer-review!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0&t=2s


examples: Academic Art/Architecture Journals



Periodical Literature:  Magazines

Magazine Articles

● Publish profiles of artists, art news, interviews, 
editorials, reviews of modern art exhibitions, etc. 

● Usually concerned with contemporary visual arts & 
trends 

● Sometimes critical sources when researching a 
contemporary/emerging artist (and not much has 
been published on them in peer-reviewed 
journals)

● If your artist/selected work is very well known, be 
critical when evaluating your search results 
between academic articles and magazine articles!



examples: Visual Arts Magazines



Periodical Literature:  News 

News Articles (General Interest/Substantive)

● Contain  information about current events in 
various fields, such as art

● Sometimes cite sources, not peer-reviewed
● Language: written for a broad audience of 

concerned citizens
● Example: The New York Times, Toronto Star

News Articles (Popular)

● Entertain the  reader/promote a viewpoint
● Do not cite sources, not peer-reviewed 
● Language: written for general audience
● Example: Vogue 

Historical/older news articles (primary sources) can be 
valuable in the research process, demonstrating the 
reputation of an artist over time, or exploring first hand 
accounts of social/political issues during the time period 
of which an artist/group or artists worked



Library Databases

Finding Journal Articles

Database

Journal

Article



Finding Journal Articles

Art Full Text

Woman’s Art Journal

Nero, Julie. “Engaging Masculinity: 
Weimar Women Artists and the 
Boxer.”

35 No. 1 (Spring/Summer 2014): 40-47.

Library Databases



Library Databases

Art Full-Text 
(Fine Arts)

•Advertising art
•Antiques
•Archaeology
•Architecture 
•Art history and criticism
•Costume design
•Decorative arts
•Folk art
•Graphic arts
•Industrial design
•Interior design
•Landscape architecture
•Motion pictures
•Museum studies
•Non-western art
•Painting
•Photography
•Pottery 

JSTOR 
(Humanities, Social Sciences, Sciences)

•Humanities
•Social Sciences
•Sciences
•Art & Art History
•Anthropology
•Classical Studies
•Communication Studies
•Criminology & Criminal Justice
•Education
•Ecology & Evolutionary Biology
•Economics
•Feminist & Women’s Studies
•Geography
•Geology
•Irish Studies

Subject Specific VS Multidisciplinary Databases



Citation

Abstract



Full Text



Using Find It @ Concordia to Obtain Full-Text



● If you only see the abstract or citation, always try 
using the “Find it @ Concordia” Linker which 
leads you from one database to another easily to 
access the full-text version. 

● If it’s not working, try the CLUES Journal Title 
E-Journals search.

● If  the article is only available in print format (the 
“linker” usually informs you), you can consult in 
the library (Webster or Vanier) or use the Article 
Delivery service to request a PDF copy which will 
be emailed to you.

● If the library does not subscribe to the journal, 
request a copy through the library’s Interlibrary 
Loans (ILL)  service (COLOMBO).

Tips: Finding Journal Articles

https://library.concordia.ca/help/using/find-it.php
https://clues.concordia.ca/search/s
http://ue8fp8rk9n.search.serialssolutions.com/ejp/?libHash=UE8FP8RK9N#/?language=en-US&titleType=JOURNALS
https://library.concordia.ca/services/icd/deliveryreq.php
https://library.concordia.ca/services/icd/deliveryreq.php
https://library.concordia.ca/find/interlibrary-loans/
https://library.concordia.ca/find/interlibrary-loans/


Google Scholar

Set Up Your Library Links in Google Scholar to be linked 
to the library from off campus while searching.

1. Log in with your gmail

2. Click on “menu” 

3. Click on “settings”

4. Go to “Library Links”

5. Type in: “Concordia University”

6. Select: “Concordia University  Libraries - Find it @ 
Concordia.”

7. Click save.



Without Library Links

With Library Links

Google Scholar



Peer-reviewed journal articles

Types of Documents You’ll Find Searching Databases



Magazine Articles

Types of Documents You’ll Find Searching Databases



Exhibition Review

Types of Documents You’ll Find Searching Databases



News Articles

Types of Documents You’ll Find Searching Databases



Dissertation/Thesis

Types of Documents You’ll Find Searching Databases

● A thesis is a document in 
support of candidature 
for an academic degree, 
or professional 
qualification presenting 
the author’s research. 

● This term is sometimes 
used to refer to both 
master’s theses and 
doctoral dissertations.

● You’ll find that 
dissertations/theses are 
also indexed and 
searchable in art and 
other databases 



Evaluate your results! Many journals include book reviews in addition to scholarly articles in each issue



Evaluate your results! Many journals include book reviews in addition to scholarly articles in each issue



Evaluate your results! Many journals include book reviews in addition to scholarly articles in each issue



Database Demo

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://library.concordia.ca/


Citing: Chicago (Notes + Bibliography)

64



Chicago: Notes & Bibliography

● Most frequently used citation style in History, including Art History

● There are 2 distinct citation styles when using Chicago Style: 

1:  Notes & Bibliography style
2:  Author-date style

● Art History field follows the notes & bibliography style:
a. Quoted, summarized, and paraphrased materials are assigned superscript 

numbers throughout the paper (i.e., footnotes/endnotes). 
b. Each of these sources referenced throughout are listed in full citation at the 

end of a paper as a Bibliography.



Chicago N&B Bibliographic Entry: Journal Article (Print)



Chicago N&B Bibliographic Entry: Journal Article (Online)



Chicago N&B Bibliographic Entry: Book (1 author)



Chicago N&B Bibliographic Entry: Book (2+authors)



Chicago N&B Bibliographic Entry: Website 

https://www.yale.edu/about-yale/yale-facts


Review of Session

1.  Concordia Library 101
● Services + Amenities

2. Library Research 
● Key concepts & search strategies 

3. Finding Scholarly Resources
● Library catalogue VS Discovery
● Library databases VS Google

3. Chicago (N&B) Style 
● Brief overview & helpful links



Thank you! Questions?

Jenna Dufour | Art History & CMLL | jenna.dufour@concordia.ca 
Or

Visit: Ask Us Desk | Live Chat for immediate research help
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Images used for these slides via the Unsplash Community
(Freely available, public domain stock photos)

https://unsplash.com/

