The role of Dramaturg

| tock on this rele because of my tenucus relationship to my
Indigeneity.

“WWhat tribe are you a part of!”

I honestly don't fucking lnow.

I don't know if I'll ever know.

| could do a 23&me test

I'm born to runaways,

I've been taking this note so seriously,

Because the playwright wit may read it.

Hey, Yverte,

We don't make the colonizers cute in this show, we don't soften
the corners, we aren't on flies,

I'm going to do a really funny quack at ene peint!

Please be impressed,Yvette Molan,

| don't read dramaturgical statements in programs,

This vision of the dramaturg as some enlightened being,

Fuck that,

| think the art is good and the art can stand on it's own

And that you are smart.

And the playwright is smart.

I'm not saying that because they are reading this

Maybe | am.

The only tool | can give you

Because the playwright gives so many

Is to think of the birds of your hometown

Think of your blood

How fucked up blood quantum is

Think about viclence

Think about finding humaour in the viclence

Think about the colour blue

A painful blue

Wave to one of the birds

Think about how this play was written for university students
(read: mostly settler/colonizer student bedy) te take baby steps
towards reconciliation and how very few in this room are doing
enough, that this might be someone’s only step.

| go to less protests than | should, | denate less than | should.
But that’s ok,

Because I'm in this show!

All of my problems are solved.

You are a good person for watching this show,

Signed Jackson Thompson, Dramaturg
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The Birds

CREATIVETEAM

Playwright- Yvette MNolan

Director- Emma Tibalde

Stage Manager- Oliver Gullikson
Dramaturg- Jackson Thompson
Designer, Set, Costumes- Zog Heffring
Designer, Lights- Zoé Heffring

Designer, Sound- Matalie Harrison, Madeline Savoie, EricVon

Arx, Julien DaSilva and the Chorus of Birds
Technical Director- Elisabeth Myveen
Production Assistant- Angela Millette, Ines Mentec

Board Operator- Bella Jenkin

CAST
In order of appearance

Sarah Rodricks- Marrator/Conductor

Esme Steadman Gantous- Crow, Agent, Lawyer
Moah Kaulbach- Hawk, Surveyor

Julien DaSilva- Jack, Peacock

Anika Paterson- Playwright Footnotes

Eric Van Arx- Gulliver, Loen

Violette Perron- Sandpiper

Milo Chauveau- Hoopoe/Tereus

Matalie Harrison- Nightingale/Procne

Schuyler Garfield- Raven

Madeline Savoie- Priest/Poet, Goose

Joseph d'espinose de Lacailliere- Surveyor, Swallow
Gill Hurd- Eagle

Chorus of Birds:
Oliver Gullikson- Goose
Zoé Heffring- Chickadee
Anika Paterson- Duck
Sarah Rodricks- Owl
Jackson Thoempson- Duck

How to Design for a Reading

Designing for a reading is an interesting challenge. How can you
convey this play's all-encompassing atmosphere and full imagery
in a small studic where you can anly use what you have! The
answer: get an incredible cast of actors, a keen dramaturg, an
industrious stage manager, an all-knowing technician, and a
brilliant, compassionate director to stand at its helm (who will
thoroughly dislike that | said that). Everyone in the room warked
50 hard to serve the project, and that teamwork, energy and
imagination is what defined its edges. | might have placed the
tables, blocks and wedges, but it's the people in the room who
made them mountains.

My only goal was to give what | could to deepen that collective
imagination. The lights create the parameters of the world: the
painful blue, the colorful stories, the playwright sitting in the
audience. | made these newspaper costumes and runners to
match so we could understand how the bodies of these birds
are rooted in the space, whose home it is, and whose home it is
not.

| hope it has all come together such that, like our lovely flying
friends, your imagination is able

to soar about the room and find itself perched in places it hadn't
quite expected.

Zoé Heffring, Set, Costume, and Lighting Designer

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to Yvette MNolan for sharing her work and time with
us. It has been a real privilege. A shout out to A Tribe Called Red,
and their song Electric Pow Wow Drum.The Nightingale song is
inspired by the lullaby All che Preccy Little Harses.
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