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Please read the entire document before you start.

• This is a Word document and contains the information you will need to complete the submission of your portfolio. Please enter the information in the right-hand column. The cell will expand to accommodate everything you write. Fill out all parts of this form as best you can, in English or French. If you cannot do something, please indicate: Don’t know, or N/A (not applicable).

• The Letter of Intent appears at the end of this document. Being one of the most important parts of the application process, please be as detailed as possible.

• Portfolio support materials (audio files, videos etc) are detailed in the third section, below.

• The Department prepares such a detailed document to make sure that you are applying into the right program. The Major in Electroacoustic Studies is not a Recording Arts program, and it is not a ‘sound art’ program. The core of the program is in the development of ear-training skills and personal creativity so that you will have the flexibility to work in composition, sound design for film or computer gaming etc, recording, media applications in sound, and many more areas of your choice and interest. A formal background in music is not essential, however, some study of an instrument / voice, and some theory background is a significant asset.
There may be a number of terms you do not know or understand. Please feel free to research them on the web, but please do not have someone else give you answers.

I
Basics
	Name  / Nom : (family name in BOLD)
	

	Date of Birth ( y / m / d ) /


date de naissance (a / m / j)
	

	eMail  / courriel:
	

	Web site(s):
	

	Tel  / Tél :
	

	Address  / Adresse :
	

	City / Ville :
	

	Province - State / Country / Province
	

	Mother tongue / langue maternelle
	


Please give your Concordia student ID number: _____________________

I am applying into the Major in Electroacoustic Studies: ________

I am applying into the Minor in Electroacoustic Studies: ________

I am applying into another program at Concordia also: [name] _______________________________

The EaSt program is my:
 1st /
 2nd / 
3rd choice.

I have applied to Concordia University on [give date]: _________________________

or

I have applied for a program transfer from [give name of program] ______________________________________ on [give date]: ________________________

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
II

Education

(Check off all appropriate background levels.

Give dates and important details.

Please indicate if the studies were not completed.)
	High School (gr XI, XII or XIII)
	
	

	Junior / community college 

Cégep (discipline[s])
	
	

	Undergraduate courses (area[s])
	
	

	Undergraduate degree (specify degree, and give year)
	
	

	Graduate courses
	
	

	Graduate degree (specify and give year)
	
	

	Other (provide details)
	
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please briefly describe, in 30-50 words, what you are looking to get from this program.

	


III

Portfolio Description

Please provide information related to your support documentation
Please provide a maximum of six examples of your work – a minimum of three. Audio work is to be put into one folder, and if you have video, it should be in a second folder. All of the files will be uploaded to the Department of Music, Major / Minor in Electroacoustic Studies, admissions page.

The file format for audio files is stereo mp3 at 256 kb/s.

Naming the folder[s]:

The folder needs to be named in the following way:


FAMILYNAME,_FirstName_[Audio]

for example:

BERIO,_Luciano_[Audio]

And if you have video:


FAMILYNAME,_FirstName_[Video]

for example:

BERIO,_Luciano_[Video]

The folders need to be ZIP’ed before being uploaded.

The sound / video files in the folder need to be titled this way:


#
Family Name, Title,
Duration

corresponding to the order of the audio files.
For example:


1
Berio, On the Road
4:33


2
Berio, Back Home
3:43


3
Berio, Plundered
3:34

If you also have scores (printed music), or other images to submit, please send them inside the appropriate folder, saved in pdf format. Images may also be jpeg.
Portfolio elements
The objective of the portfolio is to demonstrate the breadth and depth of your experience in imagining and creating sonic materials and structures [pieces]. The Electroacoustic Studies programs are not introductory, and as such expect that those coming into the program will have developed the basic skills of editing and processing signals.

In the space below, please include:


•  a title, duration, a program note / production note

• information about the materials and sources


•  your intention in creating the work [for a video, for the portfolio, coursework etc]
	Example I (title, duration, program note, other)
	

	Example 2 (title, duration, program note, other)
	

	Example 3 (title, duration, program note, other)
	

	Example 4 (title, duration, program note, other)
	

	Example 5 (title, duration, program note, other)
	

	Example 6 (title, duration, program note, other)
	


In the grid below, please indicate which of the following signal editing and processing techniques were used in each of the Examples:

	
	Ex 1
	Ex 2
	Ex 3
	Ex 4
	Ex 5

	Audio signal editing
	
	
	
	
	

	Equalization
	
	
	
	
	

	Reverberation
	
	
	
	
	

	Compression
	
	
	
	
	

	Gating / noise gating
	
	
	
	
	

	Time stretching
	
	
	
	
	

	Pitch shift
	
	
	
	
	

	Autotune
	
	
	
	
	

	Spectral transformation
	
	
	
	
	

	Looping
	
	
	
	
	

	Others: [list]
	
	
	
	
	


Other electronic support documentation may be included in the following area:

	Other support documentation
	

	Other support documentation
	


Portfolio folder check-off list:


Information Sheet

____


including


Letter of Intent

____


Audio files

____


(Optional video files)

____


Other documentation

____

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

IV

Sound background

This is about your general and specific background in / with sound.
Please check off each area that applies.

Provide a brief description, with dates.

	No background
	
	

	General interest
	
	

	Basic courses
	
	

	Diploma or degree
	
	

	Professional activity
	
	

	Artistic activity
	
	

	Other information
	
	


	Have you been exposed to very loud sounds for periods of time?

Please detail.
	

	Have you had audiometric (hearing) tests? When?

What were the results?
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

V

Technical Information

This is about your use and familiarity with digital sound and music technologies.
Please check off all that apply.

Provide a brief description, including the approximate amount of time you have used the software.

	Computer platform(s)
	

	Sound software used most often
	

	Sound software used
	

	Sound software known
	

	Audio editor
	

	Sequencer
	

	Other audio software
	

	Artistic activity
	

	Recording background
	

	Preferred sequencer(s)
	

	Preferred signal editor(s)
	

	Music notation software
	

	Virtual instruments
	

	Electronic instruments
	

	Other hardware
	

	Acoustic instruments
	

	Other information
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

VI

Music background

Please check off all that apply.

Provide a brief description of your experience, with the amount of time.

	Music interest but no formal training
	
	

	Play / sing a little
	
	

	Some formal music training
	
	

	What instrument(s); how long
	
	

	Studied theory: how long
	
	

	Studied ear-training: how long
	
	

	Music of other cultures (non-western)
	
	

	Composition / creative practice
	
	

	Song writing
	
	

	Other information
	
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
VII

Other arts background

Please check off all that apply.

Provide a brief description of your background for them.
	Interest but no training
	
	

	Visual arts: list, describe
	
	

	Performing arts: list
	
	

	Media / web:
	
	

	Other
	
	

	Non-european cultures:
	
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

VIII

Professional / work background

Please check off all that apply.

Provide a brief description, with dates.

	None
	
	

	In sound
	
	

	In the arts
	
	

	In media
	
	

	Other
	
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

IX

Other information

Information you would like us to know beyond that so far provided, and not included in the Letter of Intent [below]:

	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

X

Placement Information

Do you know the vocabulary of sound?

An ability to independently find information is an important part of success in university. These terms are provided so that you may see the scope and breadth of the Electroacoustic Studies programs at Concordia, where the ‘study of sound’ takes place within an environment which is built on the strong development of the ear, and good ability to research topics and organize information.
Please provide definitions of the following terms, in 20 – 60 words. If you do not know the definition, please research the word. Indicate if you researched on the web, and the URL.

Please do NOT include direct quotations. Please do not have someone else do this for you.

Please define the following terms:

	Frequency
	

	Reverberation
	

	Amplitude
	

	Spectrum
	

	Compression
	

	Time Stretching
	

	Microphone
	

	Loudspeaker
	

	Noise
	

	Sync
	

	Auditory Scene Analysis
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

XI

Music Theory background

(What do you know? What is your skill level?)
	Subject area
	 [√]
	Skill level / how many years?

	You have no music theory skills.
	
	

	Did you learn in english or french?
	
	

	Do you read music? How well?
	
	

	Do you know intervals?
	
	

	Do you know scales?
	
	

	Do you know triads?
	
	

	Do you know jazz notation?
	
	

	Do you know harmony?
	
	

	Do you know counterpoint?
	
	

	Do you know instruments of the orchestra?
	
	

	Have you studied sight-singing?
	
	

	Have you studied dictation?
	
	


Apart from electroacoustic composition, please indicate other works you have composed or created.

	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

XII

Music Theory quiz

This is not an admissions quiz – it is a theory placement test from very basic to quite advanced. The results will assist us placing you in the correct theory level.

Please answer the following questions. If you are not sure, do not guess, do not ask someone to help you, and do not check for the answers in texts.

1. Name the notes
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The notes are:


__
F, D flat,  B sharp,  C,  C double flat,  B natural


__
E, D, B flat, C sharp, C double flat, B natural


__
F, D, B flat, C sharp, C double sharp, B flat


__
F, D, B flat, E sharp, C double sharp, B flat


__
F, D, B flat, E sharp, C double sharp, B natural


__
none of the above: they are: ______________________

2. Name the notes
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The notes are:


__
F, D, B flat, C double sharp, C double flat, B natural


__
G, F, B flat, C sharp, C double flat, B natural


__
A, F, D flat, G sharp, E double sharp, D flat


__
A, F, B flat, E sharp, E double sharp, D natural


__
B, G, E flat, G sharp, F double sharp, E


__
none of the above: they are: ______________________

3. Identify the intervals
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The intervals are:


__
major third, perfect fourth, major sixth, perfect octave


__
major fourth, major fifth, major seventh, minor tenth


__
major fourth, major fifth, major seventh, major tenth


__
perfect fourth, perfect fifth, major seventh, minor tenth


__
perfect fourth, major fifth, major seventh, major tenth


__
none of the above: they are: ______________________

4.  Identify the time signature
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The time signature is:


__
3 / 4


__
6 / 8


__
4 / 8


__
none of the above: it is: ______

5. Give the time signature
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The time signature is: ______

6. Which triad(s) is / are major? Give the jazz notation (chord symbol).
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1
__
__


2
__
__


3
__
__


4
__
__

7. Scales


a)
The C major scale has a key signature of:
______ (name any accidentals)


b)
The g minor scale has a key signature of:
______ (name any accidentals)


c)
Which major scale, and which minor scale have a key signature of four sharps?



___________________  Name the accidentals   _______

8. Functional harmony:


a)
What is the tonic chord (I), in D major?
______


b)
What is the subdominant chord (iv) in g minor?
______


c)
What is V7 of IV in A major?
_______

If you have covered all of these materials and know them, please indicate how much further you have gone in music theory:
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Letter of Intent

The Major in Electroacoustic Studies is a broad-based program that has a core of courses and a range of elective options to meet many undergraduate needs. The admissions committee looks for breadth and depth in previous work, and a clear indication of commitment to completing the program.

Below is space for your Letter of Intent. You have the choice to follow the format given:


Itemized, (answering questions),


Or you can write completely independently (free form).

Letter of Intent (Itemized)

[please provide some detail]
	• Background not given above
	

	• General goals
	

	• General interests
	

	• Specific goals
	

	• Sound interests
	

	• Interests in other arts
	

	• Preparation for entry into the program
	

	• Music background
	

	• Music interests
	

	• Would you complete the program?
	

	• Academic preparation
	

	• Useful life skills
	

	• Interests in the music / sound industry
	

	• Interests in graduate school
	

	• Interests as a practicing / creative artist 
	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Letter of Intent (Free form)

[please provide some detail – see above]

	Summary / Introduction


	

	Body


	

	Conclusion


	


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Finally

Please return to the end of Section III, and make sure that you have completed the Portfolio folder check-off list.

Portfolio folder check-off list:


Information Sheet

____


including


Letter of Intent

____


Audio files

____


(Optional video files)

____


Other documentation

____

Questions? Please contact one of the faculty members:

Mark Corwin
mark.corwin@concordia.ca

Kevin Austin
kevin.austin@concordia.ca

Ricardo Dal Farra
ricardo.dalfarra@concordia.ca

Eldad Tsabary
eldad.tsabary@concordia.ca
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