TECHNOLOGY

UNWIND, PAUSE
AND REPLAY

“Lecture capture’ takes
the stress out of classes

ay cumis sorgnsen - With its cak-trimmed
chalkboards, white domed ceiling and two
leweks of theatre-stylc seats, Room 309 at Col
umbia University's Havemeyer Hall is no
stranger 1o [ilm crews, having served as a
familinr backdrop to dozens of pedantic,
weed jacketed professors in Hollyvwod mov-
jos and TV shows. But it's far from the only
Jecrure hall regularly outlitted with cameris
and microphones these days

crass Nortl America, real-life university
profs and instrucrors are recording carclully
crafted presentations with so-called lecture-
capture technologies, allowing students o
watch—and re-warch—them Jater. Missaclass?
Catch up on your own time, Fuzzy ona con-
cepr: Rewind and replay until you've got it
cold.

Students, nol surpeisingly, sce videotaped
lectures s a godsend, particularly come exaurl
time. Critics, by contrast, worry about an
avalanche of skipped classes und poor note-
raking- even rhe demise of the formal lecture
altogetber. Which may he preciscly the point.

Naney Acemian, a senior lecturer in the
faculty of computer science and engincering
at Monrreal’s Concordia University, began
videotaping her lectures about seven yeurs
ugo. She's now overseeing a pilor program thar
uses avideo-caprure system called Panoptain
15 dassrooms. ““The students absolurely love
iL" she says. Anuther bonus: I'rofissors can
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ser which viden scgments are warched most
and tweak their lessons accordingly.

Coneordia is hardly aloue In this realm.
Dozens of Canadian schools have eaperi-
mented with lecture-caprure rechuology since
it first cne on the scene around 2008, They
include: Dalhousic University. Carleton Uni-
versity. the University of Toronto, the Univer-
sity of British Calumbia, the University ol
Sushatchewan and Memorial University.

The rise of lecture caprure hasn't been
without controversy, of course. Some profs
worry students won't attend lectures if they
can warch them (or not) from their dorm
ronms. However, & recent study by Northern
trelund’s Queen’s University Belfast found
the introduction of lacture capture had almast
zera effect on atendance, Instead, students
used the videos mostly as a study aid, with
some 96 per aunt of those surveyed citing
exam preparation as a moetivation.

Less dear is whether making videotaped
lectures available 1o students resulis in ber-

| ter grades for all students, A 2011 study by
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Torutito’s York University found students
whio warched leclures more than once per
month performed worse chan their peers,
suggesting lower-achieving students turned
(o the videos 10 bolster their studies. Mean-
while, the best students tended nor 1o watch
recorded lecrures, (One in 10 didn’t bother
going to class, either.) The study’s aurhars
concluded Jecrure capture is thus mainly use-
ful as a remadial Lool

Acermian, whois Concordia's provast's fellow
for Jigital and blended learming, holds « dif
ferent view. She says videntaping lectures for
replay is merely a stepping stone ro more
itmovativeuses. She’s trying tomove the school
away from the “sage on astage” model of aca-
demic instruction, as the ssnartphone geners
tion's attention span shrinksar nearly Lhe same
rate as cireuits on a microchip. Instead, Acem-
fan encourages faculty lo incorparate brief
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video highlights inta “blended” courses with
a significant online component, or use (hem
in *Ripped” classrooms. wheru sludents are
asked to watch a brief lecture video betore
coming 1o class o engage with the issue in
‘ more depth, “Mewmorizing is not s iportant
to me as knowing how to use something,” she
~ says, “This idea that you walk in and the prof
taliks while you take notes for an hour and 15
minutes, that doesn't work anymore.”
Tuny Bates couldn’t agree more. A [urmer
‘ director of disunce education und technol-
ogy at UBC, the private consultant and e-learn
ing cvangelist compares lecture capuare to
‘ (he earty days ol Hollywood. when producers
recreated musicals and stage shows on 4
screen, “Like 2 Iotof wechnology. it sets used
iy old-fashioned ways first)” he says. “People
don't always understand the new mediom.”
1 Bules hopes the current buzz about lecture
| capture—there ure more than a dozen com-
panies ollering sysrems Lo post-secondary
| institutions—wil! get more technology into
the classroom, and more pmi'«mma using
l video and other online touls in their lessons.
“The issue isn't whether we should be cap-
turing lectures. but whether we should he
reaching in a way that uses more interactive
learning.” Rates argues. e points to the
Hipped classroom as 3 first step. The next
challenge, he says, is t have students spend
more time awav [rom the classrouni, gather-
ing information and synchesizing it, before
discussing it with their professor and peers.
The end of cunpus life? Not guite. “There
are still # lot of reasons for students 1o comu
to campus.” Bates says, “but lectures aren't
one of them.”
As for fans of the baspectacled prof drun-
ing away on the dais, they neadn'tworry: [hey
can alwavs cateh one on the big screen, #




