G RURAL CAPACITY IN THE NEW ECONOMY

The voluntary and business sectors are the partners of local
governance most appreciated in rural areas

A survey of households in the
various rural communities of the
Canadian Rural Observatory of the
New Rural Economy project (an
initiative of the Canadian Rural
Revitalization Foundation) enabled
us to measure the appreciation that
residents have of the effectiveness
of the input of the various partners,
public, private and voluntary,
involved in local governance,
that is to say the mayor,

the city councilors, the federal
and provincial politicians and
public administrators, the local
businesspeople and the
community or voluntary
groups.

e ;
e

The overall results show a very ==
important satisfaction level —
with the social actors from the
voluntary sector, who finish at

the top of the list. Indeed,

86% of the people questioned

state that the work of these
voluntary or associative
organizations, representing

what is commonly referred to

as the local civil society, is

deemed effective; only 2% of

the respondents judge them

as ineffective. This strong,

positive representation must

be put in relation to the

fact that in rural communities,

the voluntary sector plays

a decisive part in the

maintenance of certain socio-
cultural services closely related to
the quality of social and personal
life. These organizations must
compensate for the deficiencies

in the provision of services by
public and private institutions, which
operate within the logic of
economics of scale and claim to
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of rural people consider that the
mayor’s handling of their
municipality is effective and 12%
consider it ineffective. This
measurement was taken using a
sample of 2000 people chosen
randomly and the statistical
inference allows us to affirm that
a measurement on such a sample
represents a practically similar
parameter for all the Canadian
rural population. Of course, the
provincial and federal political
representatives are far from having
the same level of appreciation;

it slips respectively to 43% and
32%. Because the local visibility
of these politicians is much lower,
that is hardly astonishing. When
we consider certain recent
operations designed to

heighten the visibility of the
federal government, aiming

at making its presence and
programs better known in

rural areas, we can surmise

that it has become aware

of its low local visibility in

these regions. In addition, it

is well known that its larger
social and economic policies

can have a determining effect

on the future of several rural
communities in the country,

but information leading to the
appreciation of the impacts of these
policies is not always available of
the ordinary citizen.

In the leading communities, the level
of satisfaction of the mayor goes up
to 62% and it drops to 51% in those
in the lagging sites. In the case of
the local businesspeople, this level
rises to 70% and 65% respectively,
an interesting result which shows
that these community leaders are
appreciated everywhere. It is in

the youngest group (35 years and
less) that satisfaction regarding
businesspeople is greatest, at 72%.

Contact the NRE2 project by email at nre@vax2.concordia.ca or on the Web at nre.concordia.ca
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