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They took everything away from us back in the fall of 1932 because we had not fulfilled the state grain delivery plan. They seized people’s cows and horses, dismantled stables and threshing barns, and confiscated the farm inventory. They also took our cow, chickens, and pillows; we had a new kerchief and they took that away.
Then we began to hide what was left in the forest. They even found it there and confiscated it.

In the spring and summer of 1933 people picked leaves from linden trees, dried and pounded them, and baked a kind of pancake. After the snow melted, we looked for last year’s rotten potatoes in the fields. There was absolutely nothing. My sisters Hania and Tania and my brother Tymofii died of starvation.

It reached the point that people became cannibals. One unfortunate man (I won’t say who, because his daughter is still alive) noticed a little girl from the neighborhood, who went into a garden to eat some sorrel. He caught her, strangled her, and ate her.

Those who went to work on the collective farm received 100 grams of bread. Those who didn’t, died.
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