
 

 

Women in Politics   
Dr. Shannon Sampert 

Communications Consultant, Columnist and Owner of Media Diva 
February 21, 2020 
9:00am – 4:30pm 

 
Summary 
It has been a disappointing year for women in politics as the “feminist” prime minister has faltered and Canada now 
has no women leaders at the subnational level. What role have the media played in women politicians’ successes and 
failures? How do we view women in politics and what role does social media play in this? This day-long workshop 
begins with a look at the numbers across Canada – exactly how many women are there in the various levels of 
government? It then looks at the media context in Canada – who owns what and how that shapes what we 
understand. Finally, it tries to understand what happens to women as politicians when media and politics collide. 
 
Required Readings SEE LIBRARY RESERVES* 

Newman, Jacquetta, Linda White, and Tammy Findlay. Women, Politics, and Public Policy: The Political Struggles of 
Canadian Women. Third Edition. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2020. 

 Chapter 1: Introduction 
 Chapter 2: Modern Feminist Theory 
 
Trimble, Linda J. Ms. Prime Minister: Gender, Media, and Leadership. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2017. 
 Chapter 1: Introduction 
 Chapter 5: Body Politics 
 
Please also visit https://www.equalvoice.ca/  
 

*If you are registered for non-credit and are unable to locate the readings, please contact us at wssr@concordia.ca 
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