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Summary 

With advancements in health research and human genomics, access to genetic information has opened up a 

completely new world of risks for everyday Canadians. Genetic testing has become widely accessible in recent years 

and, until recently, there were no measures in place to protect Canadians from the possible repercussions. On April 

6th, join former Nova Scotia Senator, Honourable James Cowan, to discuss the path that he took to put a stop to 

genetic discrimination here in Canada.  

This workshop will provide participants with an overview of the process that Cowan undertook, from the individual 

consultations with constituents to the Bill’s final assent, using this important example as a jumping-off point to discuss 

the various processes available in Canada through which to elevate key social issues to the top of the political agenda. 

 

Outline 

Morning 

Bill S-201 - The Legislative Process: from issue to assent 

a. The issue – What is genetic discrimination? Why this issue? 

b. The landscape – What avenues existed to address the issue?  

c. The process – What strategy was settled on? 

d. The key players – Who was involved and what coalitions were built? 

e. The challenges – What were the roadblocks and how were they confronted? 

Understanding and Learning from this Experience 

a. What processes are available to Canadians to advance an issue that they care about? 

b. How do you choose between one strategy or another? What alliances need to be made? What 

information is required? Are some strategies more effective than others? 

Afternoon 

Developing a Strategy: Getting your issue on the agenda 

As a group, participants will select an important issue and explore the best strategies available to push that 

issue forward, devising the most efficient and effective plan to escalate this issue and affect change. 

 

Examples of issues that the group may choose to work through during this session include (among others): 

the recent rise in allegations of sexual harassment and misconduct, the justice system’s failures in the 

treatment of Aboriginal people in Canada, the renaming or removal of monuments and landmarks following 

revelations of the historical misdeeds or contentious views of the individuals they represent.   
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