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Summary 
Municipal elections are central to ensuring the adequate representation of citizens' interests and the everyday delivery 
of public services on the ground. Yet, municipal elections seldom get as much attention as federal ones. And so, as the 
next federal election looms, what better time to discuss these very important local battlegrounds. 
In this workshop, we will present the practical and theoretical bases necessary for understanding the municipal 
electoral scene in both Quebec and the rest of Canada. We will also address the specificity of the municipal level in 
comparison with other levels of government. This workshop will be hands-on, involving several activities that will 
require the active collaboration of workshop participants. 
 
Outline 
The morning will be devoted to the basic elements of how municipal democracy works in Quebec, namely around the 
following three main themes:  

1. The electoral offer (who can run and how?, who runs in municipal elections, the renewal of the electoral offer);  
2. Issues (areas of expertise; less interesting issues?; scale of proximity); and  
3. Voter participation (factors likely to influence electoral participation, who gets elected, who votes).  

The focus will be on practical rather than theoretical aspects. We will address these themes through specific activities 
that require each participant to have an internet-connected device. 
 
In the afternoon, participants will take part in workshops around the three themes of information dissemination at the 
municipal level, women’s place in municipal politics, and electronic voting. Based on the morning presentations and data 
provided by the professor, the participants, organized in teams, will be invited to analyze the data presented and 
consider possible legislative changes to address the issues identified. Each team will share its thoughts with the whole 
class to stimulate discussion on the selected theme. 
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*If you are registered for non-credit and are unable to access these readings, please email us at wssr@concordia.ca  
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