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Workshop Outline

Social scientists are motivated to understand how various facets of society influence all sorts of behavior. Individual’s
perceptions about their significance in a given community can have meaningful effects on the way in which we look to
communities to develop and foster democratic values and promote civic engagement.

In her workshop, Dr. Anderson will take participants through her interdisciplinary approach to studying communities
and political behavior, blending the fields of community psychology, sociology, and political science. She will draw on her
research into community identity, focusing specifically on how community comes to influence political behavior.

l. Defining concepts:
a. What do we mean by political behavior and attitudes?
b. What is a sense of community?

Il. Approaches to measuring sense of community or community connectedness.
M. How or why does sense of community matter?

IV. Fostering a sense of community.
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