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Abstract:  Early mathematicians of India have contributed immensely to 

the field of Mathematics starting from the Vedic period, which is at least 

around 1000 BC. The most fundamental contribution of ancient India to 

the progress of human civilization is the invention of the 'decimal' 

system of numeration and the invention of the number "zero".  We will 

restrict our talk to some of the contributions to Arithmetic, Algebra and 

Geometry from the Vedic period to the 12th Century, even though there 

has been quite a contribution to the field of Astronomy. In particular, 

we will consider the main contributions of Arya Bhata, Mahavira, 

Brahmagupta and Bhaskara.  It may be mentioned that the integer 

solutions for the "wrongly called" Pell's equation, Nx2 + 1 = y2, N being 

an integer, had been found by Brhamagupta and Bhaskara long before it 

was solved in the West. 
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