
THE ICE STORM 

t the beginning of January, Ontario, Quebec and tlan
tic Canada were hammered by day of freezing rain. A di
rect re ult of El ino, the periodic climatological effect rig
inating in the Pacific Ocean, d troyed tree . toppled hydro 
towers and cut off power to million of people. Montreal 
wa~ hit e pecially hard. Thou and of military personnel 
were cal led in for help. The metro hut down, entire mu
nicipalitie were without power, and Concordia Wll! clo d 
for two weeks (remember Spring Break being cancelled?) 
At a cost of I billion, it was Canada' mo t co tly natural 
di aster. F r many, the effect was likened to the aftennath 
of a war. Emergency helters were set up all over Montreal 
filled with scores of familie without power. Hopefully it 
will never happen again. 
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